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Sir William. Aſhurit;, Ket.. 
Lord Mayor of the Renowned 


Ciry of LONDON: 


My Lord, 
Houtd T have advenraced to prefix to 
Y-eheſe Papers the Nam*'of 2ny other 
"Perforr,' who bears'a Character,” or 
makes a Figure in the World,” equal to 
that of Your Lordſhip, it is fikely that a 
large and well-contrived Apology mighe 
ſcarcely have: bzen ſufficient” eo -excale 
my Confidence. But lo great is the Ci- 
vility and Condeſcention of Your Lord-' 
ſhip, that any Honeſt Man, who comes 
upon a juſtifiable Errand, may find an 
calhie Acceſs to you. 
Your Generous Temper was a fair In- 
dacement, but that which was my prin- 


The Dedication. 
Gipal Encouragement to make this Ad- 
dreſs ro Your Lordſhip, was your long, 
ſerious,and unaffeted Profeſſion of Scrip- 
rural and Pratical Godlinels. This was 
ic which gave me Aſfurance, That in 
Preſenting to You A Diſcourle of Family- 
Worſhip, TI ſhall only offer to you that 
which is Familiar to you, and, by long 
and experimental Tryal,found to be very 
conſonant to the Holy Scriptures,and the 
common Principles of true Piety. - 

If I ſhould be fo vain, as to attempt 
to Flacrter a Perſon of your Worth and 
Wiſdom, I might not only be juſtly de. 
ſpiſed, but alſo derided. Becauſe my 
Lord Chies Baron hath Publickly told 
the World much more of Your Chara- 
er, in a true Repreſentation of you , 
than a Sycophant could have counter- 
feiced. And your Actions do at leaft 
confirm, if not exceed, all that which ſo 
Great and Noble a Perſon hath ſpoken 
of you. 

I had not, my Lord, any Intention , 
by this Dedication, to expatiate in the 
Commendation of Your Vertues: Nor 
any Ambitious Deſign to make my ſelf 
thereby known to the World ;, as preſu- 
ming, That whoſoever ſhould read Your 
Lordſhip's Name at the top, would _ 

e 
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the Curioſity to ſee, whoſe ſtood at the 
bottom. It is now too late for me to 
ſtudy ſuch little Artifices. For I have 
ſpent my Life hitherto in no ungrateful 
Retirement: And it' would be wo ſmall 
purpoſe for me to deſire ro ſhew my (elf 
to the World ( eſpecially baving nothing 
conſiderable to Entertain Men withal ) 
when,according to the ordinary courſe'st 
God's Providence, I am ready to leave it. 
But the real and naked Reaſon why 
I wasdefirous that Your Lordſhip's Name 
ſhould appear before this Diſcourſe, was 
the hope which I conceived, that thereby 
ſome might be induced more feriouſly to 
conſider the Subjedt therein treated on, 
which alt muſt grant co-be of greac Im- 
portance. | : 
My Endeavour to Aﬀert and Eſtabliſh 
Family-Worſhip, is an Undertaking, which; 
I am confident, all good Men will allow 
of,and Your Lordſhip will Patronize. As 
for the Fatlures and Weakneſſes which 
are too viſible in the management of it, 
I promiſe my ſelf that either Your Lord- 
ſhip's Candor will over-look them, or 
your Goodneſs Pardon them. 
| Let others be as ſevere as they pleaſe 
in Cenſuring, and as fupercilious as they 
will in deſpiting the Compoſer, yet I ſhall 
be heartily thankful to thoſe who will 
x A bring 
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bring ſtrenger Acguments 40. prove, or 
amore efft&ual Perſwaſives ro Recom- 
-mend this excellence pare of Reljgion:co 
all, that bear the-Name ot Chriſt in-che 
'World. 41 am almoſt aflured, that there 
are none. whe, will diceRly, and openly 
«ppoes agaledh #. And.it Men will uſc 
na other Weapans chan:thole.gf Seripuure 
and Right Reaſon, 1 am geriedly ſure, 
they cannosJhake it. May, God be ber- 
$er-ſerved by us;in all Capacities,and Re- 
Ixians;; in ouriCongraegations, Familics, 
and Cloſets, thei only. Deliga of theſe 
Papers is attained, { & 9nd 

Almighty God afford Youg,Jordſbip 
his Gracious; Afﬀdiftance, ang carry: you 
throvgh your Emingat Magiſtracy, wich 
Prudence, Integrity, and Honour; and 
Command bis Grace and Blefling to reſt 
upon Your Vertugus Lady, and all.zhe 
Branches.of -Xour Worthy Family, , 

And thus, | my Lord, with your Per- 
million, 1- ſhall adventure -to Subſcribe 
my felt, -, ies 


My. LORD, 
Tour :Lovdſhip's very Real, and not 
enly Your Nominal Servant, 


Geo'Hamond. | 
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To all the Religions Worſhippers of Ged 
in ther Families, Inhabiting in and a- 
bout London: Particulatly, to thoſe of 
thatCongregation, in which the Pro- 
videtce'dr God Harth ſer me to Labour 
inthe Word and Dodtine. 


J- may be expefted, that I vemder fone 
Atzount of 'My [elf and of - the Reaſon 
why 1 dirt * 7h Diſcotrſe' to you : Becauſe 
it's likely That T aim known to few, compar- * 
yively, of Par Fear Number, which 1 hope 
art comfyebrnged in this Inſcription. 1 have, 
fm my Yourd, Yo my grey bairs, been em- 
ployed, "atebvading to the Grace wouchſafed to 
me, I Mionmſtring the Goſpel of our Lord 7e- 

Fiſt, tho' in much weakneſt and mani- 


ſu 
fall falltngs ; for which I humbly irhplore 


' pardon "Mercy, and hope for Acceptance 


through Yhe Blood of Chriſt. During thoſe 
Years in which 1 b&ve exerciſed my Miniſtry 
in thu City, I have apneared but little out 
of the Limits of that Congregation, on which 
my Attendance was eſbeciall required, unleſs 
it were occaſionally at the Morning Exerciſes, 
and rarely to aſſiſt ſome of my Rrethren. 
Neither have I been forward to Print any 
thing, beihg conſcious to my ſelf of my own 

A. 4 In 
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Inſufficiencies, only I was under a kind of 
Neceſſiry, "to ſuff.r two plain Sermons to g® 
abroad, one in the Fourth Volume of tht Ca- 
ſuiſt ical Morning Exerciſes ; the other @ Fw 
neral Sermen for my < jun and beloved 
Brother My. Steel. And now 1 am to ſend 
forth thus Diſcourſe of Family-Worſhip : And 
I think my ſelf obliged to let you know , by 
what ſteps I was led to the Publication of it. 
aaa —_ —_ mee, LG 

| everend Brother and my e 
mnt were deſired by the United Mz- 
niſters to draw up 4 ſhort Account of the Scrip- 
ture-Grounds and Reaſons for Family Worſhip. 
This was done by that other very Fudicions 
Perſon. And 1 alſo offered them ſome hoſty, 
indigeſted thoughts about it. But afterward: 
I beſtowed more time upon that Subje&, which 
produced thus Diſcourſe that I now preſent unto 
you ; Not as coming from the Unite, Mini- 
ſters, but in my own Name only. And [ de 
fire that thu may be well obſerved, that it 
may appear, that my Brethren are net reſpon- 
ſible for any thing that w faulty or defective 
herein. If tberefore any Perſons ſhall take Ex- 
ceptions at what u bere aſſerted, 1 bope they 
will be [o Jof as to level their diſpleaſure at 
my ſelf only. Thu u enough, and perbaps 
too much, touching my «lf. 

As for the Reaſons, why I direft theſe Pa- 
pers to jou, | tbink my Calling doth Licenſe 
me 
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me to declare ( as 1 am able) the whole Coun- 
ſel of God. Neither doth any thing, that 1 
know of, forbid me to aſſiff the Children of 
God, for the furtherance of their Knowledge, 
Faith, Holinef, and Comfort. Bejides, I bum- 
bly concerve that this Diſcourſe may be proper 
for you,and acceptable to you, becauſe it brings 
you no new Dodrines, but the Common Fauth- 
and Prattice of the Saints, throughout all the 
Ages of the Church. Here you will not find 
any thing to perplex your Minds,diſſorder your 
Aﬀections, or waſte your precious Time, mn 
reading the fiery and endleſs wrangles of them 
that contend & Glory, or Victory, without 
any great advantage to the clearing, or eſta- 
bliſbing of the Truth, But in thu ſmall 
Piece, there «s nothing to diſturb yuur Repoſe, 
or retard your Progreſ in Holinef: But, by 
the Bleſſing of God, ye may meet with ſome- 
thing which may inform your Fudgments , 
and engage you with greater vigour and ala- 
crity to Exerciſe your ſelves in thus excellent 
part of Pradtical Religion. Thus I think 
ſufficient, not only to Excuſe, but alſo to fu 
ſhifie the making thus Addreſs to you. 
| I bave mentioned theſe things, becauſe 1 
thougbs it decent to trſk:fie that R:/peft which 
I bave for you, accounting it would have 
been @ piece of Rudeneſs 19 bave obtruded: 
theſe Paprrs upon you, without ſome Previous. 
Application. And alſo to eaſe the Enquiries: 
. A F = 
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of ſome who may be willing to peruſe this 


Diſcourſe, and,” in order thereto, have a 
mind to know ſomething touching bwym who 
drew it up. 

But I confeſs the pricipal Deſign of thu 
Preface, was of ns ery different tendency , 
than to Apologize for this Inſeription, as an 
Initation $0 your Reading of the Diſcourſe 
it ſelf : For I reſolved, upon thu Advan- 

« Fave, to lay a few things before you, which 
I opprebend do deſerve your ſerious Conſide- 
ration. As, 

1. Hoping that you will find ſomething in 
thus Diſcourſe, that may mform and confirm 
your fudgments, That Family-Worſhip bath 
# Divine Warrant : Lit me beſeech you to 
perſevere in the performance thereof , with 
full aſſurance of Faith: And' if you meet 
with any Suggeſtions that may wnſettle you, ' 
whether they ariſe from your own Darknef,, 
or Weakneſs; or from the Cavils or Scoffs of 
others, ye may fortifie your ſelves againſt 
their [nſinwations. And aljo, I entreat you 
to obſerve, and fix in your minds ſuch Ar- 
guments for Family-Worſhip as appear to 
you moſt plain and forcible, and to make 
#ſe of them ( as @ fair Occaſion may be of- 
fered ) to ſatisfie thoſe who queſt ii» or blame 
your Prattice. That they may ſee, that you 
are not led thereto by Singularity, or Aﬀe- 
Fation 5; nor meerly from Cuſtom, or the 

| , Aut ho- 
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Authority of youn Teachers, but from Scrip- 
ture-Grounds and Dirtttions, and the Com- 
mon Sentiments f all the'Childrtn of God, 
and their Example m all the ſucttſſrve Ages 
of the Church.” Who Inowus bat that your 
Charitahle and Prudent Management of ſuch 
Adwantagei as Providence may put into 
your Hands, may be bleſſed by God, that the 
Ienorant, or Preſuliced may riceive Infor- 
mation and Satufaion, arid the woirhs of 
the RefratFory may be (topped? 

2, As 1 bave endeavtured to lay the 
Ground-work #019 which Family-Wirſhip ts 
built and effabliſhid, [tro and" deip; (o 1 
beſeech yeu not to build upon it 'Wood, Hay, 
or Stubble : T mean a [ligbt and ſuperficial 
Performance thereof's but that ye would, as 
oft as ye are employed in this Holy Wark , 
bs ſure to preſerve and excite that Divine 
Principle of Grace, which is flanied in you 
by the Holy Ghoſt : Remembring ( what ts 
often mnſinuated in the Diſcourſe it ſelf ) That 
Family-Worſhip, rightly eee is truly 
and really Drume Worſnip : And therefore to 
be always carryed #n with a frofoxgd Re- 
werence toward the Divine FINS. | and. 
with great! Huniilt) and Stwceruty, as toner 
Which" is to'be tiferdd up fo the moſt Holy 
and Bleſſed God, throuzb Jeſus Chri/t the 
Mediator, by the aid and aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit. Bear with wie, if in this met- 
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fer I endeavour to ftir up your pure Minds | 
with the uttermoſt Efforts of Zeal and Cha- 
rity that [ am able to put forth. For I fear 
( God grant it may be without cauſe ) that 
this part of Pratical Religion, as well as 
others, bath ſuffered a lamentable Declenſion, 
from its priftme Vigour, among Profeſſors. 
There are ( God knows) too many Symptoms, 
that the Power of Godlinefs lies languiſhing 
and withering among us. Lett us remember 
from whence we are fallen, and Repent, and 
ds our firſt works, When Men ſatisfie them- 
ſelve: with retaining the Images and Piltures | 
of Divine Ordinances, or Holy Exerciſes, | 
and bave either relinquiſhed or loſt the Spi- | 
rit and Vital Power of them, the Effet: 
will 5e found to be ery miſchievous and 
dreadful. 

3. Let me have leave to preſs yeu with | 
a juſtifiable Importunity, to keep up the con- | 
tant and uninterrupted performance of Fa- 
mily-Worſhip, and do not ſuffer it , upon any | 
Pretenſion, to be interrupted, or haſtily ſlub- 
bered ower. I confeſs, there may be ſome 
Circumſtances which may unavoidably neceſ- 
' fitate he ContraFing thereof ( for that time ) 
i ſeveral parts thereof ; So that the Read- 
ing, Prayer, SCC. may be the ſhorter. But 
take beed, that what may be allowed upon 
ſome rare and unuſual Emergencies and Oc- 


cafions, do not betray jou into a Cuſtomary 


if 
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Indifferency of Spirit, and ſo from an evil 
Principle or Habit, your Family-Worſhip be- 
come ſlight and ſhort, that ye may gratifie 
the World, or ſome inordinate Aﬀettion and 
irregular Paſſion. When ye find theſe Indi- 
Poſitions, or Prevarications to get ground 
wpon you, then, in the ffrength of Chrift , 
excite and engage your hearts to greater 
Sincerity and Feryour in your Family- 
Duties : Hold them cloſe to them, and offer 
them not to ſtart aſide, like deceitful Bows. 
And bere 1 muſt be allowed to give went to 
that juſt Sorrow and Indignation, which are 
ſtirred in me, by obſerving bow thu Spiri- 
taal Diftemper increaſeth, and eats into the 
Vitals of Religion. At firſt ſome continue 
the Exerciſe of Family-Worſhip in the Exter- 
nal part, but with great Remiſneſs, or In- 
differency of Spirit. Then, upon ſome real, 
or imaginary Neceſſity, they give themſelves 
a Diſpenſation to omit it altogether for once, 
and are not humbled for it, if it were in- 
deed their ſin, nor are ſenſible of the Preju- 
dice which they ſuſtain thereby, and ſo ſmart 
under it, as their Afiiftion. And at laſt, 
Neceſſities and Obſtruftions come to be ſo 
multiplied, that Family Worſhip cannot find 
4 convenient ſeaſon to be entertained iy, poſ- 
ſebly in two or three days. When it comes 
to this, the Perſons ( to ſay the leaft) are 
certainly under a Spiritual Tentan or Quar- 

can 
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ran Ague, for this cannot 4s yer from the 
Spirit 'of a ſound Mind, which i even ant 
ſfready. That I may therefore tontribute my 
beſt aſſiſtance to thoſe who labour under this 
Iifermity ( ſuppoſmg them to have the Root 
of Matter in them} and, by way of pri. 
vention, to Antidote fush as may be in davt- 
ger of JE into it, I ſhall endeavour to 
impreſs upon Conſcience the neceſſity of rhe - 
daily performance of Family-Worſhip. 


1. When ye througbly ſearch into the Seyip- 
ture-Grounds and Reaſons of Family-Worſhip, 
e will find them to be as flrong and preva- 
lent t5 eſtabliſh daily Worſhip , as the IWor- 
ſhip it ſelf. For ye may obſerve, that out 
Bleſſed Saviour giving Direftions about 
Prayer, preſcribes this Petition, | Give us 
this. day our daily bread.) Here #t- i 
evident, that daily Bread muſt be daily 
aked. It is not then (ufftient that we at 
once pray for Bread for a Month, or 4 
Week, or thret, or two Days, but this muſt 
be done tvery' day. And I doubr not but 
every ſerious Petſon doth believe daily Grace 
to be as valuable and neceſſary as daily 
Bread ; and that our Souls d» want Snpplies 
as well 24 our Bodies. I am willing to bop, 
that Family Worſhio ( of which Prayer tn an 
Eſſential part ) +5 been ſufficzently aſſerted 
in the DYEur'. i: (ifs and if fo, by our 
gUt- 
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Saviour's Determination, there muſt be daily 
F amily- Prayer. 

2. Though the Petition for daily Bread , 


doth include all other things neceſſary for 


our Supply and Swpport, while we are paſ- 
ſing through the frail Life : Tet foraſmuch 
4s our Bleſſed Savieur s pleaſed to fignifie 
them under the Name and Notion ” Daily 
Bread, and [s to point to our daily Repaſt : 
This may invite us to take notice of the or- 
dinary ftated Seaſons, in which Families do 
uſually come together to receive it, But in 
this we are not to be determined by National 
_ which may be variable, nor by 
what particular Perſons may chooſe for their 
Families, but by that which was the ordi- 
nary Praftice in thoſe Times and Places , 
which the Seripture ſpeaks of. In it we find, 
That their cuſtomary, ſtated Meals were 
twice a day, and are called Dinner and 
Supper. Luke XIV.12, — When 

thou makeſt a Dinner or a *w 55: 
Supper. The Dinner-tume was ah_ 

in the former 'part of the day. 

Gen. XLIIL 16. Theſe Men ſhall Dine 
with me at Noon. 7/hich the Chaldee 
thus Parapbraſtth, The': Men ſhall eat with 
me at Dinner, The Supper-time was in the 
latter part of the day. Luke XIV. _ 

17. And he ſent his Servants 77,55 
at Supper-time.. Hence it ap- 
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pears, That the ſeaſons of taking their com- 
mon Repaſt together , were, in the former 
and latter part of the day, which are in 
Scripture ordmarily called, 


s due Latitude. Thw may be exemplified by 
one Inſtance.- 1 Kings XVII. 6. f 
Ravens brought him (. e. Elijab) Bread 
and Fleſh in the Morning, and Bread 
and Fleſh in the Evening. That «, at 
the uſual Meal times of Dinner and Supper. 
That which | have to offer om what I bave 
mentioned touching the ordinary Meal-times, 
which were twice in a 49; uw ths; That 
eeing we receive our ordinary Repaſt twice 
4 = from the hand of Gels rat and 
our Saviour teacheth ms to pray for our dail 
Bread, may not this, without ftraining t 
words, be a fair intimation to us, that Far 
mily-Prayer ſhould be ' apt twice a day? 
If any bal judge that thus Reaſon us defe- 
tive m Evidence, or Cogency, yet I am 

ſure, the Invitation from bence, to Pray 
twice a day in our Families, u very allow- 

able and Piows, and, on that Account, 1 
may be permitted to recommend it to thoſe, 
whoſe Prety may encline them ta embrace 
ft. 

. We have yet more clear and pregnant 
Indications, That God's Solemn po w to 
be performed twice in @ day : And that the 

ordinary 


The Morning , 
and the Evening, allowing to either of them |, 


nd the 
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ordinary Seaſons for it, are the Morning 
and the Evening. Only, let it be remems - 
bred, that the terms of Morning and Ewen, - 
ing, are to be extended to their due Latitude; 


for each of them contains the ſpace of ſeve- 


ral hours : And yet they are to be ſo bounded 
and limited, that they may be diſtinguiſhed 
the one from the other. Thu being premiſed, 
I ſhall produce ſome Scripture- Arguments to 
frengthen thus Aſſertion with great Brevity, 
though the narrow limits of a Preface will 
not allow me room. to expatiate upon them. 


I. Wa may Colle} ſo much from the Di- 

I and Determination which God himſelf 

hath made i bis Providence ; for he hath 
manifeſtly divided the Day mmto the Morning 
and Evening ; and bath put a ſignal Re- 
murk upon each of them. Pla. EXV. 8. 
— Thou makeſt the out-goings of the 
Morning and Evening to rejoyce, ( or 
ſing) that s Objeftively, that ſuch as 
fear him, may be excited to Adore and Wor- 
ſhip bim Actively. Both theſe Seaſons for 
Holy Warſhip are mentioned Conjuntly , 
P/al, NCII. 1,2. It is a good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing 
Praiſes to thy Name, O Lord moſt High. 
To ſhew forth thy loving-kindnels in 
the Morning, and thy faichfulneſs every 
Night, And Diſtintly, in rhe Morning. 
P/al. 
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Pſal. V. 3. My voyce ſhalt thou hear in 
he Mofning, O Lard: In the Morning 
will 1 lik: up my Frayer unto thee, an 
will Took up. bz the Evening, P[al. CXLI. 
2. Let my Prayer be ſer forth as the In- 
cenſe, and the liſting up of my hands, 
as the Evening-Sacrifice. | 

2. The Equity and Reaſonableneſs. of 
Morning and Foming Wariks may be 'ar- 
gued upon Serigture-Grountls. ( 1.) , As for 


Morning Worſhip : Common Gratitude will 


engage ws to Praiſe God for bu Prote&ion 
ouer as, and that Reſt which be wouchſafeth 
fo offord us in the Night-ſeaſon. Lam. [II. 
22, 23. It is of the Lord's thercies that 
we are not- conſumed, becauſe his Com- 
aſſioris fail not; They are' new every 
orning, great 15 thy. faithfulneÞs. And 
bath Conſcience .and Prudence will obiige us 
to pray for by Direftion, Aſſiſtance, and 
© ©" Bleſſing upon what we undertake 

Pſal. CIV. in the day. For then Man go» 
23+ eth forth to his Wark, and to 
- _+is Labour until the Evening. 

And it God's Bliing that cauleth ws to 
proſper in our Emwployments. We ſhould 
therefore Pray, es Plal. XC, 17. — Eſta- 
bliſh thou the works of Gur hands upon 
us, yea, the work of out hands, eſtabliſh 
thou'it. Fr ths, Abraham's Servant bath 
fet ws a fair Copy towrite after, G&n. XXIV. 


| 
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12. .0:LordGod - I pray thee,.ſend me 
good ſpeed this day. Thus did: Nebe> 
miab, "Chap. 11. —— Proſper, 4 pray 
thee, thy. Servant, this day. The" com- 
mitting of, our anworks thus unto 
the Lord, # the maſs effetiaal *Priv.RVI. 
way to bove out thougbts 'eſFa-"' + | 
bliſhed. (z.) For t$rnmg-Wor- 

ip : We are then to\Praiſe the Lord, 2h0 
bath bleſſed our gaing out, and\ our commg 
in. To. commu: out febyes to bis. Almighty 
Protettion, Pl. 1V..8, I will bbch lay me 


Morning and Evening Wobfhp may 
be woes from naany Seript ure- Inpunttions, 
which required, T'o Pray without" cen 
(mg, 1 Toef. V, 17. That men ought-2}- 
Ways <0 pray, and not faint, Ze X VINE. 
I, Let us\ offer the Sactifice of" Praile 
to God continually, Heb. XI1I1 x 5. '7he 
weanme of ſuch places.conmot be,” That we 
ſuould do nothing elſe but Pray ; but that "we 
ſooy!d- net fail \to» Worſhip God. as oftew as 
he makes it pity Daty ſo ro de. Anil that 
wil appear t» be ms the Morning and Kven+ 
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ing at leaft. For ſo we find the word 


[ Continual ] as it refers to Divine Wor- * 


ſbip, to be interpreted. Exod. XXIX. 38, 
39. Now, this is that which thou ſhalt 
offer upon the Altar, two Lambs of the 
firſt Year, day by day continually. The 


one Lamb ſhalt thou offer in the Morn- 


ing, and the other Lamb ſhalt thou offer 
at Even. And _ 42. This ſhall be a 
ering. 


- Continual Burnt-0 
What 1 bave here ſuccinily drawn up - 


touching the Daily Worſhip of God - in our 
Families, and that it be 


8 day, and that the Morning \and Evening 


are the moſt proper ſeaſons for-it, I do ve | 


commend : br 
POTION: 7 "rather. k 


i your hearts. 


ormed twice in 


hy 


and to ponder rhem 


4. My Fourth Requeſt to you ««, That 
Pradence in; the | 


ye would Exerciſe an Holy 
Ordering and Determining the Circumſban- 


ces which are likely, im a ſpecial manner, 0 | 


affet# your Family-Worſhip, both as to thi 
Place ( if your Houſes afford you any vs 
riety for choice) and prancipally as to the 
Time, - which is always very much m your 
own power. And therein to embrace all Ad- 
vantages that may promote it, and to avoid 


whatſoever may obſtruf# or dammifie it. Up: | 


on this occaſion, I hope it will be excuſablt , 
if I mention thoſe Complaints, which [ = 
ar 


| 
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beard from ſome, who, in much anguiſh 
and grief of heart, have bewailed the Dif: 
orderlnefs of many in the management 
their Family Warſlup , in the unſeaſonable 
Timing of their Evening Duties. That the 
Maſters do ordinarily ftay abroad until it be 
exceeding late at Night, and that in the 
mean time, ſome of therr Servants take the 
Liberty to be where they ſhould not, and in 
ſuch Company, as inſtill into they the Poyſon 
of Levity, Unfaithſalnefi, or Debauchery ; 
wkich having once taken Root m them, will 
not ſoon, or eaſily he eradicated, And thas 
thoſe who remain at heme, expetting the 
coming in of the Maſters, to. perform the 
Evenimng-Warſhip, are quite tired out, either 
by their Labours im the day, or the wearinefs 
of waiting, or the inſuperable prevalence of 
Natural Infirmity, become Drouſie, and ſo 
indiſpoſe®; that mot only their Mimds and 
Afﬀe&tions are dull and lifeleſs, but even their 
Senſes are locks up in ſleep ( through the 
greateſt part of the Worſhip ) which, becauſe 
they could not take ſeaſonably in their Beds , 
they adventure to admit, while they are up- 
on their Knees, 1 do not bring this as an 
Accuſation, or a Reproach to any, but t6 
Caution all. That the Culpable may be in- 
duced to Ro and Reform this Diſorder ; 
and that others may be adviſed to be wigh 


lant, 
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lame ," that" they be- not entangled in this ' 


[navre. 


% 


5-1 moſt earneſtly: entrear you to take 


{> 


care, That your Family-Religion* be always | 


ſeconded and cheriſhed by an Holy Converſa- 


rion. That as ye ſet up the Warſhip'of | God 
in- your Houſes, ſo ye wonld preſerve the © 


Rear of God in your Hearts, and manifeſt 
im your Lives. Ne diſEmpuiſh. your [elves 
fromthe Carnal and Profane, by Worſhip- 
ping: God in their Families : Take heed that 
76 become not the ſame with them, \.in any 
of their Evil Prattices. - Religion will be 


ſorely wounded," and inſolently reproached; if © 


ye grove occaſion to them who ſeek occaſion , 
to diſgrace both it and you. I muſt alſo tx- 
bort and beſeech you, to walk wiſtly in your 
Houſes, with perfet# Hearts, that your Do- 
meſticks be not ſcandalized. 'It will be a 
dangerous ſtumblinj-block m their way, if 


they hear you fpeak'as with Tongues of | 


Angels, when ye are on your Knees ; - and 


out of + the time of Worſhip, hear you {ptak | 


as Children of Belial 3 wenting you Choter 
in words of Bitternef and Railing : Or ob- 
ſerve in you the unſavonry' Erutfations of 
Pride or - Paſſimm. For then your Evil Ex- 
ample will Prejudice ' them more than your 
Inſtrutt1ons and Prayers will Edifie —_ | 

6. I have 


:, 


| 
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6. I have one Requeſt more, which. 1 
hope. I ſhall. obtain, as. ſean as 1. Propoſe.it.: 
at ye would, in. your Eamily-Devatiens, 


ſtrive earneſtly with, Ged, That he, woy/d, be 


acions to the Church and State; and that 
Religion and Righteouſneſs n.24y take deep 
Root, ſpread, and flouriſh among us : That 
under the Reign of Their Majeſties, the 
Righteous may flouriſh, and- abwndence-of 
Peace as long as the Morn endureth. And 
forget not the Churches of God abroad, Plead 
the Cauſe of deſpiſed Sion, againſt ber In+ 
ſulting and Potent Adver/arie:. That when 
the Lord ſhall have waſkted'iaway the 
filth of the Daughters of Sion, and have 
purged the Blood from the midſt there- 
of, by the Spirit, af Judgment, and, by 
the Spirit-of Burning: He would create 
upon every dwelling-place of * Mount 
Sion, and upon her Aſſemblies, a Cloud, 
and a Smoak by Day, and. the ſhining 
of a flaming Fire by Night : So that up» 
on all the Glory there may. be a De- 
fence. 


Theſe are the Requeſts which 1 earneſtly 
make to you ; and the Advices which 1 
have taken the c ce to lay before you : 


| Aſuring my ſelf that they will meet with 


kind 
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kind Reception from you. And ſo I com- © 
mend you to God, and to the Word of bis. 
Grace, which is able to build you * and 
ro give you an Inheritance among 'all them 


that are ſanttifed. Amen. 


ERRATA. 


Age 13. line 33. for nxt, read mix. p. 15. 1.30, 
P or prove it be, r. prove it to be. p. I. 9. for 
this, r. bs. and I. 24. dele with. p. 35- in the Mar- 
gent, r. ININW) Et repetes ea, from TINY acuere. 
P« 44- in the Nargent, for de primd parro cam infti- 
tutione, I. de prima putrorum inftitutiont. p. 49. 1.21. | 
for that may retain them, r. that thry may retaia | 
them. p. $6.1. 19. for not long debate, r. no long dt- | 
bate. p. 57+1- 31. for yet pray, r. yt pray. p- 72. | 
I 14. for reaſon, r. reaſoning. p» 73: |. 26. for I ſup- 
poſe by this, r. by this vis 81.1. 14. for the con- | 
ceit, r. this conctit. Ibid. |. ult. for and bis Preaching, 
r. is bis Preaching. p. 90. inthe Margent, for byn- 
nedicam, r, bymnodian. p. 94. 1.1. for ſhome, r. ſhant, 
P- 95. |. ule. r, ſerved the trae God only, yet brcauſe. | 
P- 99- |. ult, for iwn, r. Gar, p, 110. 15.7, But | 
t6uching the Reſurrettion of the drad, Have ye nit | 
rtad that which was ſpoken. | 
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Efore the Caſe of Family Worſhip can 
well be clearly, and farisfaftorily 1ta- 
ted, I humbly cunceive thar ſome Ge- 
neral Conſiderations rouching the Wor- 

ſhip of God are to be premiſed : Which I ſhall 
lay down as. Peſtulata, or. Propofitions to be 
conſented unto, and agreed upon, in this Des 
bate, pie 

1. That the Eternal, Living, and True God 
is to be worſhipped by AU. * Pfal. XXII. 27. 
All the kindrieds of the Nations ſhall worſhip be 
fore thee. Ver. 23. For the Kingdem # the 
Lords, and he is Governour among the Nations. 
Plal. LXVI. 4. Al the Earth ſhall worſhip thee. 
Scripture-Teſtimonies may be ſpared, becauſe 
this 1s a Principle engrafted in the Natura! Con- 
[ciences of all Men ; and profeſſed by Jews, 
Mahumetans, and Chriltians of all dencmina- 
tions; yea, by Pagans themſelves. They, 
then, who deny, or calit off the Worſhip of 
God, are worſe than Infidels, and are to be 
ranked among the Atheiſts, Pal. XIV. 1. The 
Fool bath ſaid in his heart, there is no God. He 
that pays no Religious Worſhip to the Deity , 
owns no God, And he that faith, that he ac- 


2 Of Family-Worſtup. 
knowledgeth a God, but that he ows no Wor- 
ſhip ro him, oth entangle himſelf in a wicked 
and fooliſh Contradiction. 
2. That Family-Worſhip rightly, and Reli- 
gioully performed, is truly the Worſhip of God. 
For it parrakes of the General Nature of Di- 
vine Worſhip, is the fame with it for Subftance, 
and hath all the Efentials Gf it. - That it comes 
ro be performed in Families is only Accidental, 
and a meer Circumltance. They , therefore, 
who will not admit of Family-Worſhip, ovghr, 
in Reaſon, ro ſhew either that ir is nor Divine 
Worlhip ; Or, Thar it cannot be performed in 
Families. e. gr. _ That the Scriptures may not 
be read in Painilies, nor God invocated, or 
iſed, nor_the Members of the Family be 
inſtructed in the Knowledge of God, nor be 
cxhoruge $6, 008 Soberly, Righreouſly, and 
Godly. --Thele are the Inſtances in which Fa- 
mily-Worſbip is to be employed and exerciſed. 
3. In pep Fr Regular, and Acceptable 
Performance 6f Religious Worlhip, it is ne- 
ceſſary, that the Worthippers have in them the 
Principle:of Grace, and that the ſame Princi- 
ple be duly excited, acted, and exerciſed. The 
Principle of Grace is required. Hebr, XII. 28. 
Let ws have Grace, whereby we may ſerve God ac- 
ceptably. Jokn IV. 24. God is a Spirit, and 
they that worſhip him, mutt worſhip him in Spi- 
rit, and in Huth; and many other places. This 
Principle of Grace ought to be actually exci 
red and exerciſed in all Religious Worſhip. 
Rom. VIII. 26, Likewiſe alſo the Spirit belpeth 
our Infirmities, for we knw not what we ſhould 
ray for, as we ought, Suppoſe there ſhould be 
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Gtace it the-Principle; yer if it be not firred 
up; God" doth not” account himſelf ro be ac- 
ceptably- worſhipped. fa. LXIV.-7. There is 
none that tall&th-upon thy Name, that ſtirreth up 
himſelf to'rake hold of thee. That Prayer which 
is acceptable 'and” fucceſsful, mult have the 
Principle or Spring of Activiry which is with- 
m, wound up, ' and {et & moving. 
Hence it Wift follow, That when- Jam. V.16. 
ſoever, whetefoever, or by whom- que As 
ſoever God" is worſhipped arighr, 
the Worſhippers themlelves ought ro be Godly, 
and ro Worſhip him after a "Godly forr, with 
Faith, Sincerity, Activity, and Alacrity , and 
in the exerciſe of other Graces. Pſal. CIN. r. 
Blefl rhe Lord, O my Soul. and «all that is within 
me bleſs bis holy Name. Pfal. CXLV. 18. Ti+ 
Lord ts nigh to all them that call upon him, to all 
that call upon him in truth. All this belongs to 
Family-Worſhip, as much as to any other; 
though ir may be feared, that roo many do not 
charge their Conſciences with it ſo cloſely and 
frequently as they ought ro do. + 

4. Perſons in an unregenerate, 'or unſani- 
fied ſtare, are' not (while they fo continue } 
in a meet capacity ro WorſhipGod acceprably; 
and yer they are under an indiſpenſible Obliga- 
tion (in point of Duty ) ſo to do ; and are ob- 
noxious to Divine Vengeance, if they do nor 
Worſkip him. The Reaſon is evident. Be- 
cauſe Man being God's Creature, muſt of ne- 
celſity always continue under his Rule and 
Dominion : And being a Rational Creature, 
capacitated ro Know and Serve him ; is, there» 
upon, bound ro Worſhip bim. This will be 
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clearly made out, if we. compare As XVII. 
28, In bay we live, move, and have our Being , 
with Pſal. XQYV. 6. Let w worſhip, and bow 
down, let us kneel befcre the Lord our maker. So 
that neither Man's Impotency, nor Impiery can 
diveſt God ,of his Authority, to require, and 
command him, to render. him that, Worſhip , 
which 1s due 40; bim, and to Puniſh hum for his 
Neglect and Dilſobedience. Thig:.is evident 
from Luke XLX. 14. His Citizens. bated him, 
[aying, we will, not have this Man to' Reign over 
uw. Here they;renounce their Allegiance ; and, 
though Subjaits; de Fure, or of Right, yet de- 
clarce themielves Enemies : Yer could not their 
Rebellion ſecure them from the Arm of Jultice, 
For it follows, Ver. 27. But thoſe mine Enemibte, 
which mould 'not that I ſhould Reign over them, 
bring hither, and ſlay them before me. 

From this Hyporhelis, Two uſeful Conſeta- 
ries may be deduced, 

(. Thar the preſent ſtate of every Ungadly 
Perion is molt wretched and deplorable : And 
it will appear to be fo, though, we look no fur- 
ther than, that intricate and perplexed Condi- 
tion in Which be is involved aud entangled, 
with reſpect to bis Worſhipping of God. 


1. If he ſuppoſe, that thole Performances 


which he renders to God ( under the Notion or 
Precence of Worſhip) will find acceprance with 
him, he groſly deceives himſelf. For God hath 
plainly declared, thar he doth deſpiſe, and will 
reject the Services of ſuch as are unpenitent 
and ungodly Sinners. Prov. XV. 8. The S& 
crifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord --— la. 1. 13. Bring no more vain Obla- 
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tions--— Plal. LXVLE 18. FFI regard m/qurey 
in my heart, th# Lord will not hear me.” John FX. 
$21, Nvwo, we know that Gord heareth not ſinners; 
Lee the Profane, and Hypocrites lay this 19 
heatt,' and flarcer . themſelves no lopger with 
their own Deluſions. 6, JR . 

2. If any, ypon hearing tharGod doth abo- 
minate the Worſhip of the Profatre and Hypo- 
critical, ſhalt; hereaupon, deſperately conclude; 
That ther # is belt, or tnoſt eligible ſur them, 
Not to Worſhip him at all, they muſt know, 
Thar the caſting off, and renouncing of” all 
Religion, wil-nor ſecure them from the Vin- 
dicative Juſtice of God, bur is the way to 
pluck” down more wrath upon themſelves : Be- 
cauſe by fach Contempt and Conrumely. they 
do (ar leaſt by implication } renounce his So- 
veraignty, yea, his very Being ; and bring up- 
on themſelves ſwift Deſtruction. Pal. LXXIIT. 
27. They that are far from thee, ſhall periſh. 
Plal: X. 4. The wicked, through the pride of bis 
countenance, will not ſeek after God ; God 1s not 
mm all bis thoughts. Jer. X. 25. Pour out thy 
fury upon the Heathen that know thee not ; and 
up the Families that call not upon thy Name. 
Men may be guilty of many fins, for which 
God will pnniſh them, bur when he gives an 
Inſtance in One /in, we may conclude that One 
to be the moſt provoking ; as 'in Amor IL. 4. 
For three tranſgreſſions of Judah, and for four, 1 
mill not turn away the pun! nt thereof : bes 
cauſe they have deſpiſed the Law of the Lord; 
and their lies (3. e their Idols) have cauſed 
them to err, As if it had been ſaid, Their 
Idolatry was the Principal, Meritorious, P;ovo- 
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king caule, of their Ruin," Thus, when God 
ſhaj! Arraign' many. for their Blaſphemies, Ex- 
ceiles, Uncleangels,'©c. this may be wrinen in 
the head of their Indictment, Theſe forall dye, 
becauſe they haue net;called upon my Name. This 
is the Firſt Conſectary. | 

2, The Second ConſeCtary ſhall. be, - Thar 
Maners ſtanding as they have been declared, 


with reſpec to the Worſtip' of Gad, and the | 
Qualifications of the Worltuppers, we may in- | 
fer, That it is the Duty, and ſhould bethe Care 
of all Faithful Miniſters, to charge all Perſons 
with whom they bave do, ro Worſkip the Ecer» | 
nal, and Living God : And allo, fo,to Worſhip | 


him, rhaz they SanCticie his Name,,, and may 


tind acceptance with him throngh the Lord Je: | 
ſus Chrikt, And in. treating wuh them. about | 


this Aﬀair, ro accommodate their Inſtructions 
and Exhorrations ro. their Spirirufl ftare and 
condition, To encourage, a{lift, .and direct the 
Godly to Worſhip the Lord, in the Sacred: Af 
ſemblies, in their Families, and io Secret. And 
t0-remonſtrate ro-the groſly Ignorant, the Pro- 
ſane, the Worldly, and Senſual, that they lye 
under an indiſpenCble Obligation (in point of 
Duty ) ro Warſhip the Great God, their Maker, 
Prelerver, Owner, Lord, Ruler, and Beneta- 
Etor : And to denounce his Wrath agaialt all 
thoſe, who {uader any Pretence whatſoever) 
refuſe, or negict ro Worſhip him. And to con- 
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vince the Impenitent and ungodly, that { while *' 
they continue ſuch) they do bur mock, affront, | 


and provoke bim by their Counterfeit, and Hy- 
pocriticel Worſhip. And thereupen to prels 
them (with. all the feryours of Zeal, and ten- 

derncls 


& | 


| 
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dernels of- Compaſiion and Charity) rgRepent, 
and be converted, thar their fins may be bloned 
our. To wen rhgmaſelves fran all, their Tran 
gretlions? Diligeprly to artend- upon whe ordj= 
nary means, apPhinged, and. bleſſed by. God for 
the working of Canverhon, and ingenerating 
of Faith,z, $0 that they -may, he _recongiled ro 
God by the Blood of /his Son, and-through him, 
have accels: to: the Throne of Grace, and-tind 
accepuance .bgth. of their Perſuns and Services, 
The ways of procedure herein, I muſt feave 
to the Diſcretion, Eideliry, Pruderice, Zeal, and 
Compation of thoſe who delire ro approve 
themielves good Miniſters of Jeſas: Chrilt , 
Work-men that need nat be aſtamed, rightly . 
dividing the Word of Truth. 

Having premiſed theſe things, I ſhall pur an 
end 10-- thoſe General Conſiderations touching 
the Worſhip of Gud, which I thought might be 
uſeful, in way of Introduction, I ſhall now 
apply.my_ ſelf to: the ſpecial Conſideration of 
Comp Farlhip, and ſhall proceed by theſe 
ſteps. 

1, I cake it for a Fundamental, Comprehen- 
Gve Principle, That whereſoever the Worſhip 
of God is rightly performed, it is always the 
ſame for Subſtance, and includes whatlgever is 
Elfential to it. 

2. The Worſhip of God may be diſtingu;ſved, 
and come under ſeveral denominations, from 
ſome Extrinſecal Circumſtances. For we may 
ſpeak of the Worſhip of God, as miniſtred in 
the Sacred Aſſemblies. As P/aL LXXXIX, 9. 
God # to be feared in the Aſſembly of bu Saints , 
and to be bad in reverence of all them that are 

By about 
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about bim. -Plal. CXI. 1. I will praiſe tbe Lord 
with my while heart, in the' Aſſentbly of | the 11p- 
right, and in the Congregatipn: We way allo 
ſpeak of Temly Yarn: IyS XXIV. 15: 
--- But as for me, wnid wy bou 

Lord. ' Ats XN. r, 2. Cornelims a devour man, 
and one that feared God, with all bu houſe. There 
is alſo that Worthip, which we rerm Per- 


fonal, Solitary, or Secret. Marth. VI. 6. When | 
thou prayeſt, enter imto thy Cliſet, and when thou | 
haſt ſhut the door, pray to thy Father, who ſeeth © 


in ſecret. In all theſe, the Objet, Rule, and 
End of Worſhip is the ſame. The Qualifice- 


t5ons and Diſpoſitions of the Worſhippers ought | 
to be the fame,” This ſhould be minded by | 


ſe, we will forve the | 


ſome, who ſeem to be ſerious, compoſed, and ' 


devour in the Publick Worſhip, bur are light, | 


ſuperficial, and unconcerned in their Family- 
Worſhip : As if the Publick were the only ſu 


ftantial Worſhip; and that in their Families | 


were only a Ceremony, or a Complement. 


3. To Diſcourſe of Publick or Secrer Wor- | 


ſhip, is not my preſent Undertaking : And 
therefore I thatf confine my ſelf ro Famih- 
Worſhip. And when I treat of thar, I deſire 
that ir may be taken notice of, that I am nor 
ro Diſcourſe 'of itn its Larirude, or full com- 
pals, and ſo not to reſolve Caſes, or give Di? 
rections abour it, bur only ro endeavour ro an- 
ſwer this Queſtion, as ir was given me, Upon 
wha: wa pre" + or Reaſons may Family 
Worſhip be eſt abliſh:d, and enforced ? 


4. The terms of the Queftion, as rhus fra- 


med, do dire&, determine, and limit the An- 
ſwer, to Scripture-Grounds and Reaſons only : 


d 


4 
' 


-_ 


| 
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- And therefore I ſhall not meddle with other 


Precedemrs or Authorities. With which, if I 
had been furniſhed, ( whereas indeed I have 
not ſo much as ſought afrer them) yer ro have 
inſerted them, I conceive would be improper, 
if not impertinent. For to offer that, which 
is nor ask'd afrer, would be to obrrude a kind- 
nels, which may be fairly rejected. 

5. I do not apprehend, © that it is at all 
neceſſary or uſeful ro ſpend time in the Exp!i- 
carion of the Terms, euher of Family or Wor- 
ſhip, becauſe ( as far as I know) the ſenſe and 
meaning of 'them, as to this D<bare, is agreed 
upon, at leaſt, not controverted. And there- 
fore, unleſs ſome new Caſe may occur, that 
will give occaſion for a farther Enquiy ina 
them, I ſhall preſume, that, as to the Subject 
under preſent Confideration , they are well 
enough underſtood. And (o I ſhall enter upon 
my proper Province. ” 


Queſtion. Upon what Scripture-Grounds or 
Reaſons, may Family-Warſhip be eſt ab!iſhed, and 
enforced ? 


To this Queſtion, my Anſwer ſtaÞ by, 1. 
More General. 2. More Special and Ap- 
propriate, 


1, My Genera! Anſwer ſhall be this. That 
it is evident from Scripture, and (as far as 1 
underſtand) acknowledged by 47, Thar, be- 
lides Secrer, or Selitary-Worſhip, there lies an 
O+/igation upon us (and that impoſed by God 
himlclf) rhar there ought to be Social-Worlt'p, 
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which is to be performed by ſeveral Perſons 
ecnjunttly.  Plal. XXXIV. 3. O magnifie the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt bu Name toge- 
cher, Acts XIL 12. -- Where many were ga- 
thered together, praying: Bur I 
—_— ſhalt not call in more 1eftimonies 
fo dg © 10 confirm this Poſition, becauſe I 
account it ſuperfluons to be Indu- 
ſtrious in maintaining that, which none {though 
otherwiſe of different Perſwafions) will (I 
think) diſpute againſt. The Panties of all De- 
numinations do admit of Holy Aſſemblies for 
Publick Worſkjp, and grant, that there are, 


and ought to be Particular Churches, the re- | 
ſpective Members of which are to joyn toge- | 
ther yn the Worſhip and Ordinances of God, | 


and that ſuch Churches are of Divine Inftitu- 
tion. . Here I might add, that there are learned 
and godly Perſons, who conceive, that in the 
Scriptures there is mention made nor only of 
Congregational Churches, but alſo of Family- 
Churches. Bur I ſhalt nor ar preſear form my 
Argument for Family-Worſhip, from thoſe Fa- 
mily-Churches, bur reſerve our Enquiry rouch- 
ing them, for another place, in this Diſcourſe. 
For I am now to debare rhe Caſe with them, 
who admit of Church-Worſhip, as neceffary ; 
bur ſay, They do not find any Obligation, in 
point of Duty, that binds them ro Family- 
Worſhip. 


—_ 


- —— 


To theſe I offer this Requeſt, That rhey ' 


would afiign ſome defenſible Reaſon, that may | 


ſarisfie others, as well as pleaſe themſelves, 
why God ſhould be worſhipped in Church- 
Afemblies, becauſe they are Holy Societies of 
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his own Inſtitution, very advantagioufly fra- 
med for the Celebration of his Worſhip, and 
the mutual Encouragement, Atiittance, and 
Edification of the Worthippers; and. yer his 
Worſhip be excluded our of Families, which 
are alſo Societies, which owe their Conſtiruti- 
on to God, and are by their Conjunction, and 
the mutual Relation of - tbe Members, fo dil- 
poled as ro be exceeding helpful ro-one ano- 
ther, in order to the exalring of the Glory of 
God in their united Worſhip ? 

In making this Propolal, I defire it may be 
obſerved, That I am not now diretthy Plead- 
ing the Scripture-Grounds and Reaſons, upon 
which Family-Worſhip may be eſtabliſhed and 
enforced ; and yer if that which is now to he 
offered, be throughly viewed, and deliberately 
weighed, we ſhall (if I miſtake not) find ve- 
ry much, which may conduce 10 mens latil- 
faction about Family-Worſhip. For I now 
luppole (and ſhall prove it anon.) that there 
1s nothing ſo much as pretended to be drawn 
from. the Scripture that hath any ſhadow of 
diſapproving, or excluding the Worſhip of God 
out of Families. Now, is not this a very 
great ſertlement to a ſerious Man's Thoughts, 
and a confirmation to his Judgment, when he 
underſtands that no Oppofirion is made againit 
his Opinion, or Practice, either from Scripture 
or lolid Reaſon, even by thoſe who declare , 
that they do not concur with him itt the one, 
or in the other > A Man would think a For- 
treſs to be in no great danger, whe thoſe who 
came. againit ir, ſhall declare, that they have 
no Engines to batter ir, nor ever hope to be 

Maſters 
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Mafters of it, unleſs the Defendants, - either 
out of Cowardize or Treachery will turrender 


it. A Reſpondent would make no doubt of 


maintaining his Theſis, when the Opponent 
ſhall rell rell him, he hath never a ſolid Argu- 
ment, to bring againſt it, but only a Jealt or a 
Fallacy. What wiſe Man would relinquiſh 
ſuch a PraCtice, as he hath by long and well- 


tryed Experience found to be exceeding Grarte- 


tul, Proficable, and Comfortable, becaute ano- 
ther may ſay to bim, I cannot find fault with 
what you do, nor condemn it. upon any Scrip» 
tural, or Rational Grounds? Only I do nor 
tind my ſelf inclingd, or diſpoſed to do as you 
do. 


Now I proceed to prove, That nothing can be 
alledged from Scripture or right Reaſon againit 


the Regular and Religious Worſhipping of 


God in Families. What Exceptions may be 
raken again(t the Errors, Indiſcretions, or Mil- 
management thereof in particular Inſtances, 
of Perſonal Failings, do nor in the leaſt atfect 
that Aſſertion, which theſe Papers do undertake, 
or (at leaſt) endeavour ro maintain, as all un- 
byaſſed, and unprejudiced Perſons may eafily 
perceive. And ſo I ſhall frame my Argument 
from the Nature and Reaſon of the thing ut 
ſelf, 

If the Worſhip of God is not ro be admir- 
ted into Families, the reaſon muſt be, cigher 
becauſe, That it is snconſiſtent with the Nature 
of Religious Worſhip : Or, Becauſe Familics are 
not capable of it, or are unfit for it. But nei- 
ther of thele Suggeſtions are (ufficient ro ay 

clude 


Thus far I have gone upon Suppolition : | 
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clude the Worſbip of God out of Families. 
For, 

1. It is no Derogation ro God's Honour, nor 
Debaſement of his Worſhip, that u be. per- 
formed in Families. - 

(1.) The Glory and Majeſty of God is not 
thereby eclipſed or impaired. For though be 
dwelleth on High, yet be humbleih bimſelf to ' 
behold the things that are in Heaven and Earth. 
He hath indeed Myriads of Holy Angels, that 
wait on his Throne, and Worſhip him Day and 
Night, and are incomparably better $killed in 
this Excellent Work, than poor Mortals, who 
have their dwelling in Hoates of Clay: Yer 
ſuch is the wonderful and aftoniſhing Conde- 
(cention'of our moſt gracious God, that he re- 
quires, 'and accepts the Worſhip of frail, fin- 
ful Men, when rightly managed. of whar rank 
or quality ſoever they be. The 
Prayer of the Poor, if it go not Af XN. 
out of lips, ſhall not be de» 34, 35 
ſpiſed. WW of a truth God s8no «» 
reſpecter M Perſons, but in every Nation, he 
thar feareth God, and worketh Righreownels, 
is accepted of him, And as this is applicable 
to Perſons, ſo ir is alſo ro Places. God will no 
more reject Family-Worſhip, becauſe it is ſuch, 
than he will rurn away his Face from Aiſembly- 
Worſhip. 

(2.) It is no Debaſement of God's Worſhip, 
that it is humbly and fincerely offered up to 
him out of a poor Corrage, if the Worſkippers 
mixt it with Faith, Love, Joy, and the exer- 
cile of other ſairable Graces, and then ir be 
preſented ro him ſprinkled with the Blood of 
Chriſt, 2. Families 
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2, Families are neither uncapable, nor un» 
fir for the Worſhip of God, if we look on ei- 


ther Perlons or Places. The Perſons may be ' 


living Members of the Myſtical Body of Chrilt, 
they may have the Aids and Adiſtances of the 
Holy Spirit, and be Heirs of Salvation. The 
Place from-whence it 1s offered, cannot affect 


the Worſhip, for our Saviour hath derermined | 
the caſe, Fobn IV. 21. The bour cometh, when | 


Je ſhall neither in ths Mumtain, ( viz. Moant 


Gerazim ) nar in Jeruſalem Worſhip the Father, | 
When God had choſen to place bis Name there, | 


and that pate of Worſhip which was Ceremo- 
nial, or Typical, was moſtly contined ro the 
Temple, or Feruſalem. Yet then might the 
Moral or Spiritual pare of Worſhip bave been 


performed in. their Synagogues, or 


— — - Ee 


-- 0 


1 Tim.2.8; un their Houſes, I will that men | 


ay every where, laith the Apotle. 

Jinab 2.2, The Prayer of Jonah, our of the 
Belly of Hell, mou high as 

Ali 16; Heaven. The Midni railes of 
Paul and Silas in the made 

a pleaſing Melody in the Ears of the Lord. 
Very unaccountable then is the Fancy, and fond 
the Superftition of ſome, who deſpiſe or neg» 
led rhe Worſhip of God in their Families, and 
repair to the Charch ro ſay their Prayers,. (our 
of the rime of Worſhip) as if their Honſes 
were Profane places, and the Church the only 
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Holy place, that mult Sanctitie cheir Devo» | 


tions. 
Ler ns now ſam np this Evidence. Beſides 


Perſona! or Solitary Worſhip, rhe Lord requires 
Social Worſhip of ſeveral Perſons in Con- 
junction. 


| 
| 
| 
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jao&tion. Families as well as Churches derive 
their Original from God. 

There is not any Scripture or Reaſon ſo much 
as pretended to be brought againit Family- 
Worſhip. Nether is it inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of Religious Worſhip, nor are Fami- 
ties uncapable of ir, or unfir for ir. And we 
may add, There are many Commands that 
we ſhould Pray wirhour ceafing, and offer ro 
God the Sacrifice of Praiſe continually ; and 
God is ro be worſhipped in every place. That 
Men ought, in all atfowed ways, ro do good, 
as they have Opportunity, and ro Govern thetr 
Families in the fear of God : And then, upon 
the whole, pur the Queftion, Wherher upon 
theſe, and ſuch-like Premiſes, we may not col- 
lect fomerhing confiderable roward the efta- 
bliſhment of Family-Worſhip ? 


And yer we cannot fairly and 
quietly go on, before we exchange Exceprion. 
a few words with ſome thar ftand 
im our way, who tell ns, Thar rhe Foundation 
laid in the Argument propoled, is roo weak and 
ſandy to bear the Structure of Family-Worſhip, 
if we ſhould atrempt to build it thereupon. 
Becauſe, ſay they, though all rhar hath been 
offered, were admitted, yer the Conſeqttence 
will amount bur to this only in the iſſue, Thar 
Family-Worſhip is a matter of Liberty; but 
will not prove it, be marrer of Duty. Grant- 
ing therefore that we May, yet it will not fol- 
low that we Muft Worſhip God in, and with 
our Families, 


16 Of Family-Waorſhip. 
' To this Exception, I Anſwer, 
Anſwer. 1. That this Diltinction berween 


a 


o 
Li 
my 


matter of Liberty, and mattcr of! 


Duty, as applicable ro Family- Worſhip, is by 


4 


ſome owned and defended as their Principle; \ 


and by many more adopreg, and taken into their 


Prattice, though they pretend not to have any | 
acquaintance with the Prjnciple it ſelf ; for it | 
1s manifeſt, that there are thole who will Wors © 
ſhip God in, and with their Families on the | 
Lord's-day, and bur 'rarely, if at all, on any 


other day througbour all the Week befides, 


Others will allow God ſome Worſhip once a | 
day, and that, too often, very late at Night, | 
when many (if not mot) of the Family are | 


under an ure» indiſpofirion for ſuch Holy 
Work; but give themlelves a Diſpenſgtion to 
omit all EGS: Whar 1s the Lan- 


guage of theſe Practices, but only an Echo to | 


the Cry of Liberty and Duty ? Ic will be there- | 


fore neceſlary ro examine this Diſtin#ion be- 
fore we let it paſs; and touching ir, I have 
theſe things to offer ro rhe Serious and Cau- 
TLOUS. 

( 1.) Thar it looks very odly and ſuſpiciouſly, 
when it will intrude it elf into thoſe things , 
wherein the Soveraignty and Glory of God, 


Ce EE ces w 


and the Intereſt of Mens precious and immor- | 


ral Souls are directly concerned. e. gr. (1.) Who 
is he thar dare rake upon him ro fore and range 
the Commands of God, as it were, into fe- 
veral Ranks and Claiſ's, and write on them. 
Theſe are Matters of Liberty, and theſe are 
Matters of Dury ; when he gives them forth 
with the ſame impreſs and ſtamp of his Autho- 
ri 
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riry upon one as well as upon another 2" Bens. 
X11. 32. Whatfoever things I command you, 
obſerve to do it : thou ſhalt not add thereth; mor 
diminiſh from it. © Marth. XX VIE. 20. Texch+ 
ing them to obſerve" all things, whatſoever I have 
commanded you. We are not our own, to de- 
rermine of our ſelves, er aCtions, and ſay, This 
we will impart'to:God, bur That we will re- 
ſerve rs our ſelves? But maſt entirely devore 
and dedicare%our* ſelves ro him, that whether 
we eat or drink, of*whatfoever we do, all muſt 
be done to the Glbry of God.” Ir ſeems our 
Bleſſed SavionP was not'acquanred with this 
Ditindtion, but cefolves 'all our Obedience in- 
to Matter of Dity, Inike XVII. ro. Ss Iiketiſe 
y*, when ye have: done all things that were com- 


 munded you,” ſay, We are unprofitable Servants ; 


ie have doe thitt which was our Duty to do. 
He that is' at Liberty ro 4 or Forbtar, if be 
pleaſe ro do any thing for God in way of Gra- 
tification, would be thought to O5/ige him, by 
doing wore than out of Dury he owed him. 

I think I need to ſay no more of this Diſtin- 
Ction, as it may relate to thoſe rhings, wherein 
the Aurhoriry and Glory of God may be con- 
cerned : For I doubtnor, bur it will be urrerly 
exploded by all thoſe who have any Reverence 
for God, or any due Sentimenrs of Religion. 

(2.) Ler us Enquire, Whether rhe Diſtin- 
Ction berweert Liberty and Drty deſerve any 
better Reception,, when ir would infinuate it 
ſelf among thoſe things that concern the wel- 
fare of our precious Souls, either as to their 
Holineſs, or their Happiteſs, e. gr. When the 
Power and Awe of the Word ftrikes onr Con- 

ſcienc 


+8 Of Family-Worſhip. 
ſciences; #5 (peaking inthe Name and Author. : 
..rixy of God, and faith; As be who 


i Pet 16. wer? called [youu haly, ſo. be ye holy © 
2 Cor, VII, - tw «/l manner, off Converſation. Har. © 


[ 


1, 4 «Owing therefore theſe, Promiſes. (Dearly, © 


.., Beloved) lat. wix/eanſe our ſelves 


from. all filthineſi: of , the Fleſh ,and, 
| Spirit, perfeBeng dulineſs au the feax, 


1 Theſ. V: of God. Abſtain from all appearance | 


, 


22 , ...of evil, Abbor (that wiichu evil, | 

Rom. X1l. , cleave. to thatyjobich, good. Or | 
Ng, + ,whenCoaſciengars rouzed by thole | 

2 Pet. 1.,, loud, Admonirigng, Give diligence t 


10... muke your Calling. aud: EleRion ſure; 
Phil.\.12, JW/onk out your, owneSaluation with | 
2 Pet. Ill. fear and trembling. , Secing ye. lock | 


| 


- NOT ee things; the diligent, that © 


may be found of him in peace, with: 
out ſp, and blamzleſ., If ſuch Scriptures as 
theſe, penctrate. into a, Man's Heart, and then 
ths Diitiaction whiſper him! in,the Ear, All 
this may-rell you, thar-here,is Mauer for your 
Liberry tobe exerciſed abour,: but nothing of 
Duty to conltrain you 10; Would not every 
ſeriouy Chriſtian, who hagh any value for, or 
care.of his Soul, look upon'it as a 'Tempia- 
tion,-or Jmpokure, and, rgjeft it with indigs 


__ 
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nation ? And this-may ſuffice for a.more gene- | 


ral inſpecion-into this DiſtinCtion. 


2. I ſhall now review ic again., and impar- | 
tially conſider, how far it. may be applicable | 
to the caſe. of Family-Duties, now under de- | 


bate.' And here the Nature of the thing itlelf 
will neceffirare us ro pur a difference berween 
the Circumſtantials and the Subſtamials of Fa- 
mily-Worſhip. 1. With 
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- 1 With-reference. tp. the Circumſtances of 
it, a dup Labezty 15 .,nor, only to he Admitted, 


|| hur alſo to be Aferred. Of this I Gall give 
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two. Loftanges-...{ 1.) - Qf-rbe Place. . ( 2.) Of 
the Time... (.1,). As to the Place,.. where Fat 
mily-Worſhip: may be performed, In ſpacious 
Houſes, wherein.there are ſeveral convenient 
Rooms for it,, it is. perfeQtly indifferent, . whe- 
iber_ it be performed in the Kitchery, or.in the 
Hall, ar in the Parlourg above or below ſtairs. 
In the mentioning of Places, I am thus particu- 
lar, .becaufe there are thoſe who bave attempted 
(at leaſt diſcovered their inclinations) to traicen 
this Liberty, and ro, confine us 10 ſome appro- 
priate place in the Houſe. Among | 
others, Mr. Fobn. Gregory bath @ - Gyegwrii 
Diſcourſe rouching the vp», or the | Opaſcls. 
Upper-Room, often mentioned in Chop. 3. 
the New Teſtament, from which P48: 7- 

be would infinuare, That in every 

Houfe { which can-admit of it). there ſhould 
be an Upprr- Room ſequeltred from Common 
Ules, and 'appropriated to Religious Worſhip, 
a5. the Ocatary, or Rrivate Chappel., in the 
Houſes. of ſome great Perſunages. . But this is 
to be wiſe ( or rathcr ro be nice-) abore. that 
which is writren. 

(2.) Avto the Time of Family-Worlhip, it 
may, doubtleſs. be performed at any conve- 
nient hour, cither .ſe:/ed, or varied, and is not 
to be adſtricted to thoſe hours, which ſome call 
Canonical; ro which ſome Books ſor Private 
Devotions have been adapted. 


Touching 
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Touching both theſe Circumſtarices of Place | F: 
and Time, j defire leave to infert'my thoughts | 
in four little Aphoriſms. 
t. In bottythe Places and Times for Family: 
orſhip, certainly the moſt-convenient ate t5* © 
be cholen, that are miſt agreeable 'to rhe'So# be 
lemnity of Religious Worſhip, and moſt "free 
from Diſturbances and Diſtractions. - ** m 
2. The Governour of the Faryily | if he (be? is 
a Perſon of an honeſt Heart, and bor of a to} th 
lerable diſcreet Head } is rhe fitteſt hay and * by 
. the molt proper Determiner ( prb hic & num, * F, 
as they ſpeak) of the Place, and Time, when | 1s 
the Family ſhall meet for” Religious Worſhip, in 
Let him uſe but ordinary - Prudence,” and 1 
think he need not be at the trouble or charge! tt 
to retain a Calaiſt ro reſolve him. F o 
3. The Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt ought | L 
to be very cautious and render in giving their 
Advice, or laying down Rules about the or- / © 
dering of the Circumſtances of ' Family-Wor- | Þ 
ſhip, and conform themſelves to'rhat excellent | Y 
Partern, which the Apoſtle hath laid before | F 
them, 1 Car; VII. 35. Ths I fprak for your own | |! 
profit, nat that I may caſt a Snare upm you, but | 
that which  comely, that ye may attend upon the | b 
Lord without diſtraftion. a 
4. Ir is the Piety, as well as the Prudence of | 3 
Private Chriſtians, in all the Circumſtances of | | 
Family-Worſhip. (and in others of the like Na- | © 
rare) to ſtand faſt in the librrty 4 
Gal. V. 1. mherewith Chriſt hath made them | 
Free, and then4 hope they will per- | 
mit me to add this Caution : Uſe nor your Lt- 
berty as an occaſion to the Fleſh, to Parronize | 
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Place * your Omitlian, or carclels performance of your 
1ghts  Family-Worſhip. Be not therefore deceived , * 
'* God isnor mocked, 
nify-” This may {uffice rouching the Circumſtances 
ret of Family- Worſhip, and the Liberty that is to 
3 be allowed in them. 
free 2. 1 now proceed to the Subſtance of Fa- 
04 mily-Worlhip, and deny that the ſame Liberty 
e be* is ro be admitted here, that was allowed about 
| to4} the Circumſtances. For Men are not at Li- 
and | berty, whether they wil! Worſhip Gud in their 
whe, Families or not, if it be made appear, that it 
zhen | is their Duty, which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
ſhip. in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe. For the pre- 
d 1: fent, I think it enough, that I rell ſuchas think 
ifge | they may ſhift off Family-Worſhip, by making 
* uſe of this Diſtintion berween , Liberry and 
phe * Duty, as an Amulet; that it is. (in this cale ) 
heir © but a broken Reed, upon which, if they lean 
or- * too hard, it will certainly fa:/ them, and may 
ſor» | pollibly wound them. I hope then, -that thoſe 
ſent } with whom I am now treating, will not Inter- 
fore | pret it an Act of Unkindnef, but as an In- 
wn © {tance of my Charity, it I endeavour ro wreſt 
but | it out of their bands, as far as it may do them 
the | but, I confeſs that Liberty and Duty make 
a pretty ſound in. the cadency of the words, 
e of | and that will go far with the injudicious, who 
; of | are ſometimes berter pleaſed with the trickling 
Qa- } of their Fancies, than the ſolid informing of 
ty | their Judgments. I know allo, that every thing 
em — Will be kindly enterrained by ſoms, who are 
er- | delirous upon any terms to be diſ- engaged from 
Li- | their Duty, which they ſuppoſe to be a oak , 
ize | Which zoo cloſely prefſeth and pincherh their 
IL Necks? 
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Necks: And yer, for all this] I am perſwaded) 
that ſome will nor be fo fond of this Diſtin- 
ction, when the Infignificancy, and miſchievous 
Conſequences of it [in this caſe } are clearly 
repreſented ro them. I would rherefore pray: 
them to obſerve, 

r. That fome who bave begun with Plead-. 
ing their Liberty {ro the exclufion of rheir 
Dary”) with reference only ro Family-Worſhip, 
have gradually advanced this Diftin&tion much 
farther, and exrended ir allo to Publick Wor- 
ſhip, im Holy Afdemblies, and then ro Perſonal, 
or Secret Worthip;z and declare, that to uſe} 
any of them, is' their Liberty, but nor their 
Dry : And fo ir depends on their own good * 
liking, wherher God ſhall have any Worſhip 
from them, 'or none at all. And thus ar laft 
i will come in the iffve, ro that of Tertulian, 
S: Homini Deus non placuerit , Deus non erit. | 
If Got! do not pleaſe a Mn, he ſhall not be God. | 
This js a'Roor of birrerne(s indeed, which harh 
| Natural aptitude to produce ſuch Poiſonous 

ruit. | 

2, That it ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange and un- | 
acconnrable, upon what inducements they are | 
moved, who bear the Name, aod own them | 
ſelves to be Proteſtants, ro be fo Liberal in! 
conmnburing tothe maintenance of a Diſtinction, 
which is fo nearly allyed unto, and dorh 
much befriend ſome wrerched Popiſh Diltin- | 
tions : Of fuch I ſta!l produce rwo Inftances. | 
(1.) The Papiſts make their Advantage upon | 
thar Diſtin&tion, which themlſelyes have minted, | 
berween Scriprure-Precepts, which mult be | 
obeyed, and Seripture-Counſels, which a Man | 
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may take or leaye, obſerve or Nighr,*as his 
Inctination or” Torereſt ſhall determine And if 
they can carry this, rhey will rake tare that 
Scriprure-Preceprts, which peremptorily exact 
Obedience, in Point of Dury, ſhall be 4s few 
as polſible. This 'may . be Clearly © collected 
from a notmbte Tiſtanice, ' for I rhink that it is 
— by rhem, thar ir is a Scripture» 
Precepr, That we onght t0 love God, and yer ſe- 
vetat of thetn fay, Ir is ſafficieht that” we do 
not Hat# him. hers, rhac is enough, if a 
Man 'put forth an Act of Love, terminating on 
God as its proper Object, Once in a Year, or 
two, or more ; or Once only during the whole 
time o bis Life. gr o DS be 
exprels, Thau ſhalt love t or je 
thy God with oh pro heart, and with p ſar XXL 
all thy foul, &c. If they can thus © 
relax a Scripture-Precept, we may well ſappoſe 
that they *will rake a greater Latirude, when 
they Interprer Scriprare-Connſels, which, they 
fay, in thei wn Narure leave Men to a kind 
of Indifferency, wherher chey will comply with 
them or nor. ; 

(2.) The Papifts diſtinguiſh berween Opera 
Debita, Works of Dury ; and Opera Superero- 
gatoria, Works of Supererogarion, which muſt 
furniſh the Pope's Treafury with Matter for In- 


+ dulgences. 


If then the Diſtinction berween Liberty and 
Duty [ as ſome make uſe of ir ) be fuch a dan- 
gerous Tool, I think they ſhould be Perſons of 


| fingular Inregrity and Prudence, who are fit to 


be entruſted with the Cuſtody and Management 
thereof. 


24 Of Family-IWirſhip. 


If any,demand my Reaſan, why Iſpend lo 0 
much ryne in ſifting of this Dutinction berweey {6 
Liberty, and Ducy I (fall ; ingeniouſly and n 
plainly Anſwer, That it was, becauſe in look» 4a 
ing (as well as I can) through the whole Sub; t 
ject of Family-Worſhip, 1 cannot diſcover any * 
thing therein tbax can bear a Diſpure or Debate #4 
with Perſons of Underſtanding and: Sobriey, #! 
but only this, whether” it be our Duty to per, © 
form Family-Worſhip ? for all do grant that we 
may. And nothing is, or can be. objected a: *" 
Bainſt it, fiom the Nature of the thing itlelf,, * 
as hath, been already manifeſted. So [ leave; *" 
that Diſtinction ta be endployed by the Forgen' *! 
and Framers thercof, ro-whar uſes they pleaſe." * 
In the mean while, T ſuppaic we have gained © 
one very 'conliderable Poing, by what is yielded Y 
us, That Family-Worſhip -miay Lamfully, and * 
Warramably.. be admitied .inzo our FHoules 2 
And if iz, be once let, in, I hape it will main- 
rain it(el$ rhese well, enough. And if it be 
Conſciencicuſly performed ,- I dgubrt;.not bu; * 
that thoſe who at firſt entertained ir, .as a Mat: * 
rer of Liberty, will judge themſelves bound to " 
continue it, as a Marter of * Oury. ſi 

This may ſuffice for a General Anſwer 'ro the} © 
Qucition, Upon what Scriprure-Grounds and! F 
Reaſons may. Fainily- Worſhip be eitabliſhed [ 
and enforced * b 

- a1 

2d/y, T ſhall now proceed to the more Special 
and Diret Anſwer to the Queſtion, baving firlt b 
premiſed, That the the Grounds and Reaſons . 


thereof are very many, and of various Kinds: | 
And therefore it will not be ſufficient, nos fair | D 


2 
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dealing, to ſingle out any one of them by ir 
ſelf, and fay, This is nor clear enough, or 1s 
not cogent : Bur let them be taken alcogether, 
and 1 ſuppoſe they will be of ſufficient {trengrh 
ro make their way into-the Conſciences of thoſe 
that are ſuiceptive of, and will acquieſce in ſuch 
Arguments, as the Nature and Realcn of the 
thing icſelt will bear, and no diſcreet Perion 
can 1n Jultice defire more. Bur what impreſ- 
ſon they may make upon ſuch, as through Ig- 
norance, Obitinacy, or Sophiftry, do tortihe 
themlelves againſt Scripture and Regſon, I know 
not; only I hope they will find nothing in 
them that may tir their Choler, or provoke in 
them the Spirit of Coneradittion, And in this 
Confidence I ſhall bring forth my Arguments 
with all clearneſs and candor, and dilpole of 
them in the bet* Order and Mcthod that I am 
able tojmanage them. 


1. My Eirſt Argument (hall be taken from 
the molt Axcrient and General Practice of Man- 
kind, Here 1 (uppo!e that Mazim will be ad- 
mitted, That Ancient Precedents, with Gene- 
ral Cuſtoms and Uſages ( in things Iner1» /ecaliy 
Good, and in themſelves Lawful, Uleful, and 
Profitable } are, in {me ſort equivalent to 
Laws, And that Family- War ſly is ſuch, may 
be arreſted by the Examp/es, both of the Bad, 
and of the God. 

{ 1.) Of the Bad. For it is evident, that 
both Heathens and Fer'ſb Idolaters have main- 
tained and uſed Familv- Worthip. The Hea- 
then had their Family-Gods, whom th-v (tiled 
Dis Demeſtict, © Ture/ares, Domefit k ard 
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Tuatelar Gods, In their Writings we find fre- 
quent mention made of rheir Ge- 

Scribit Lam. mis, Penates, and Lares; for whom 


pridins Altx- they bad in cbesr Houſes, Lararia, * 


andrum Stut- which were as Private Chappels, 
74m in £4745 gr Oratories, in which they daily 
par ap cars performed their Divine Service, 
zinam fafti- 4518 particularly reported of the, 
taſſe, ad Ffſi- Emperour Alexander Severw. 
gits Deorum. That this was the ordinary Pra» 
Ctice of the Heathen, is not (that 

I know of) queltioned by any. And as for 
others, both Jewiſh and Eaſtern Idolaters, the 
Scripture doth intimate as much, by making 
frequent mention of their Te- 

CORN TR raphim, as where (for Ex- 
Gen, XXXl. 1g. ample) it reports, that Ra- 
chel had ftollen her Father's 

Images, the word in the Hebrew is Teraphim, 
which the Sepruagine and Vulgar Latin rran- 
flare Idols. Theſe are generally ſuppoled to 


have been, both in their Nature and Ule near / 


of kin to the Heathens Penates, Micab had 
an Houſe ' full of ſuch Gods, Fudges XVIL 
which were at firſt intended for Family-Wor- 
ſhip, though afterwards employed in a more 


Publick way in the Tribe of Den, Fudg. X VIII * 


Objetion. It is likely that ſome may Reply, 
That this which I call an Argument for Family 
Warſhip, deſerves a worle Name than that of 
Frivolous and Ridiculous Trifling ; to alledge 
the Precedents of Heatken, and other Idola- 


cers as « Ground to erect Chriſtian Religious ' 


Wearlhip upon: And will be ready to _ | 
+. 
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thar Family-Worſhip is in a very eotrering con- 
dition, when ir needs ro be ſupported by tuch 


! Rotten Poſts. 


Anſwer. The Examples of Pagans and Ido» 
laters may be alledged on various Accounts, 
and to contrary Ends. For they may be pro- 
pounded as Patterns for Imitation: Or only 
produced as Arguments for Conviftion, To 
propound them as Patterns for Imitation, would 
indeed be Scandalous, Impious, and Impudent, 
the Lord himſelf having entred fo plain a Cau- 
tion againſt Symbolizing with them in their 
Idolatrous ways of Worſhip, Deue. XII. 30. 
Take heed to thy ſelf, that thou be not ſnared by 
following them --=- thou ſhalt not enquire after 
their Gods, ſaying, How did theſe Nations ſerve 
their Gods ? Even ſo will I do hkewiſe. Burt to 
mention them for the Convittebn and Shame of 
thoſe who are called by God's Name, and yer 
come ſhort of Heathens and 1dolaters, 1s a 


' ſtrong, Lawful, and convictive way of Ar- 


guing, in which the bleiſed God bimfelf hath 
gone before us, Fer. Il. to, 11. Paſſ over tothe 
Iſles of Chittim, and ſee : and ſend to Kedar, 
and conſider diligently, and ſee, if there be ſuch 


' 4 thing, Hath a Nation changed their Gods, 


which yet are n» Geds ? But my People have 
changed their Glory for that which doth not pro- 
he. Inlike manner do 1 propound my Argu- 
ment 1n the Cale under confideration. Shall 
Pagans and Idulaters maintain a Morſkip in 
their Families for them that are no Gods. and 
ſhall ſuch as own the Living and Truc God , 


| exciude his Worſhip our of their Houſes ? This 
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may admrniſter a juſt occation ro cry out with 
Iadignation, in the following words, ver. 12, 
Be aſteniſht, O Heavens, at thus, and be horribly 
afraid. And fo I leave this Argument to be 
farther weighed by ſuch as think ir may be | 
blown away with a breath,or a Scoff. 

2. The Second Rank, or Order of Exam 
ples. (hall be of thoſe, againit whole Perſons 
or Practices (in this cale) nv ju'lt Exception 
can be taken, For they are fuch as are celc- 
brared in the Holy Scriptures for their Piery, 
Of which this {as well as other things } is pro- 
duced as an Initance, TI har thry rook care of 
the Religicus Government of their Families: 
Wherein they fer us a Copy to write afier ; tur 
In this cale we may werrantably all. dge Rom, * 
XV. 4. H/natſoever thinss were written afores 
tame, were wratten far cur learning. In this | 
Argument the Streams run fair and clear, from 
the tirit Spring of Families in the World, 

Ani now we are entring into a ſpacious and 
fruittul Field, wherein we may meet with ' 

12ny rare Examples of thote, whom the Spirit 


$7 God hath fignaltzed for their ſingular Piery, : 
of , ry. avd Indutiry in promot;ng of Family: 

Fide), 1: Jomes of which we ſhall more par» / 
Ro! pig, onremplare, as we paſs through the | 


Meular!y mes, both under the Old and New 
*F % 


L Tles of T, 


! ? . g , q hs 
tuner; Teſtamenr, in every remark 


14 the plain foor-iteps of Far 


IO - 
M:l;-R, j; ' We fs, * after the Morld's Cree 
| 0: Maree lerved, and the Daries 
en, Roto: 8 tim, "formed in Families | 
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on'y. The firſt mention that is made of ay 
Alemblies, held for Religious Worſhip ( be- 
yond the limits of Families, was in the days 
of Enes. For io do many Learned and Godly 
Perlons underſtand that Paſſage which is re- 
corded in Gen. IV. 26. Then began men to call 
on the Name ( or to be ealled by the Name «f 
th: Lord.) i.e, To Worlkip God in Publick 
Allemblies. 


Exception. Some (ta weaken the force of 
this Argument) do ſuggelt, That the Reaſon 
why the Worſhip of God was then confined 10 
Families, was meerly Accidental, becauſe of the 
preſent Neceſſity, the World being then bur very 
thinly peopled. Bur when the Numbers of Men 
were ſufficiently increaſed, the Worſhip of God 
vas carried into the Publick Aſſemblies, and 
leſt the Private Families. 


Anſwer. This Suppoſition, That it was on'y 
the Paucity of Men, that made it n:cellary , 
thar God ftould be worſhipped in Families, is 
only @ very. uncertain conjeture. For the cre- 
Cting of Publick Aſſemblies for Divine Wor- 
ſhip, is admitted ro have been in the days of 
Enos, that then Men began to call on the Name 
of the Lord Which doth nor ſpecifie in wha 
Period of his Life, whether to his Youth, Man- 
hood, or Old Ape, this is to be fixed; fo that 
here is a great Latirude, for he live4 Nine 
Hundred and Five Years. Who then can relh, 
to what Numbers Men might have been mul- 
tplyed during that ſpace of rime 2 Bur it any 
will take the words in the molt contracted arch 


*; 
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rigorous ſenſe that they can potlibly admir, 
and make Afemblies tor Religious Worſhip 


contemporate with the very day of the Birth 


of Enos, yet wis the World then 235 Years 
old, A ſpace of time large enough for the in- 
creale of Mankind, poſlibly, ro ſome Myriads 

2. Whenever it was, the erecting of Pub- 
lick Aﬀemblies was no ſufficient cauſe why the 


Worthip of God ſhould be thereupon ejected 


ovt of Families. For the ſame Reaſon that 
wyl conclude, "Thar Publick Worſhip muſt ſu- 
perſede and diſcharge Family-Worſhip, will ak 
10 evacuate all Perſonal Worſhip. 

3. Ecclefiaſtical Societies for Religious Wor- 
ſhip do no more diſannul Family Duties, or 
Priviledges, than Political Socieries for Civ 
Advantages, or Benefits: And I doubt not, 
but if Family-Inclolures were broken down, 
and they were laid Common, the Civil Go- 


vernment would ſoon run into Confuſion and 


Ruin. And the like would befal Church 


Aiſemblies, if Family-Rule and Order were | 


removed. And thus may that ftumbling-block 
be raken out of the way, and we may hold on 
our intended courle. 


2. Neal ſtands in the Front of the Second 
Remarkable Epocha: Of whom the Spirit of 
God gives this Character, That be 

Grn.VI'g. was a Juft Man, and perfett in bu 
Generation, and that be walked with 

God, Which includes a Conſcientious diſcharge 


of Relative, as well as of Perſona! Duries. | 


Among which the care of Family-Religion 


mult needs be allowed a Principal place, and || 


admir, 
/orſhip 


> Birth. 


Years 
the in- 
yriads, 
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in this caſe eſpecially, when all Fleſh had cor- 


rupted their way upon the Earth, and their 
Wickednels role ro tuch a Prodigious beight of 


- Impiery, that Men calt off all Reverence for 


God, and bid open defiance to him; fo that he 
brought the Flood upon the World of Ungodly, 
and ſwept them all away. Bur the molt pgra- 
cious God bad provided an Ark for the fſafery 
of Noah and his Houſhold, in which they were 
ſhut up for a whole Year. It would be mon- 
ſtrous uncharirableneſs ro doubt, whether Noah 
and his Houſhold did Worſhip God all that 
while; and yet it would be roo much eafine(s, 
and creduliry ( wirbourt better Proof ) to {wal- 
low down that Fabulous Tradition, That at the 
break of every day Noah ſtood up rowards the 
Body of Adam ( which, they fay, he bad with 
him in the Ark ) and before the Lord, He and 
his Sons:' And Noah prayed, and the Women 
anſwered from another part of the Ark, Amen, 
Lord, To fer forth this Pageant with the ' 
greater Pomp, they ſhew us that very Form of 
Prayer which Noah then uſed. Bur we need 
not theſe Rabbinnical Fictions ro Wunels ro 
Naah's Family-Religion ; for it is evident, thar 
during the time of his ſtay in the Ark, and for 
many Years afterward, in Noah's Family was 
the only Oratory in the World, in which God 
was Solemnly worſhipped. 


' 3. Abraham may well begin the Third Pe- 
nod, Bur before I infit upon his Example to 
confirm what I intend to deduce from ir, I 


think that this deſeryes a ſpecial Remark, That 
C. 44 the. 
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the Hiſtory of all the former Patriarchs is di- 
iparched with unutual brevity, hardly to be 


parallel'd in any that undertake ro write the ! 


Lives of Renowned Perſonages. Bur in wri- 
ting the Life of Abrabam, Moſes is very cv 
pious: And (that which is moſt appolite to 
our purpoſe) in delivering bis Memoirs to Po- 
iterity, there is ſo much recorded touching his 
Famuily-Religion, that more clear and pregnant 
Actettations thereto cannot - reaſonably be de- 
{ired, neither need any more Proofs to be roo 


lullicitoully ſought after. Many things indeed . 


ace relared of him, which are both very Ad: 
mirable and Inſtrutive, and therefore may well 
excite us to fix our Eyes upon him with the 
greatelt intenſeneſs. He is tiled The Friend of 
God: A Tule that dignified him above all the 


Monarchs of the World. He is propounded. 


as the great Exemplar and Father of all them 
that believe. Many are the rare Inſtances of 
bis lingular Faith and Obedience : Burt I ſhall 
cunfine my felf ro his Family-Religion , of 
which ſo much is ſpoken as might afford plen- 
tiſul and pertinent Matter for a large Diſcourle, 
Bur ( fcr brevity's fake } I ſhall reduce what I 
have to offer. to three Heads. 

( 1.} God's own Teſtimony, in a way of 
Approbation and Commendation of him. (2.)1 
ſhall produce ſome Inttances of his Family: 
Religion. (3 ) Point at the happy Succels, and 
bletied Fruits that (prang from it. 

1. God's own expreis Teſtimony, and fin- 
gular Commendation of Abraham, for his Far 
mily-Religion. This is recorded in Gen.XVIIL 19, 


Far 
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For I know him, that he wil! command hy Chil- 
dren, and bs Houſhold after him, and they ſhall 
hee» the way of the Lord---- I hele words being 
an Oracle pronounced by the Mouth of God 
himlelf, it becoines us to receive them wih an 
Humble Keverence, and to poncer them with 
a itayed D.ligence, and not Juffer any of them 
to fall ro the ground, and then we may mo- 
delily, ſafely, and uſefully draw forth theſe 
Oblervations, ks naturally, and freely iffuing, 
and flowing from them. 

(1.) The moſt High and Glorious God, who 
always acts" according to the Counſel of his 
own Will, doth bere condelcend to render this 
Reaſon, why he would not hide from Abra- 
bam the thing which he was abour to do Fo 
faith he, I know him, that. be wil-Commard by 
Children, and by Houſhaid afcer him -=- 1. e. bey 
cauſe God knew, that he would communicate 
to them, what himlelf bad learnt from Gol ; 
therefore himſelf (ould knuw more of his 
Mind and Counſel Hence we way infer, 
That fuch Governours of Familics as are moſt 
faickful and ditigent ro Inftru't, and ro inſt 
in's thoſe under their Charge, thoſe things 
which themielves bave learat trom Go, are in 
the mo't hopeful ditpoli.ion to reccive the Com 
munication of mo-e Light and Grace, to their 
own Edihcation and Comlorr. Pia! XXV. 
I4. The ſecret of the Ed nv with them that fear 
bhiniz an1 be will ſhew them by Covenant. 

(2) Gad taith of Abrabam | | know him. } 
The.ord is {av in the Scripture To lon Perh 
lois-and Thiugs; either in 2 way of- Intucrremn, 

_ 1/4. 
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Ia. LXVI. 18. I know their works and their 


thoughts —— Flal. CXXXIX. 2. Thou | 
kneweft my down-ſitting, and mine upriſing : Thou | 


underſtandeſt my thought afar of. Or, ina way 
of Approbation, as Plal. I. 6, The Lord know- 
eth the way of the righteows. In this ſenſe, 
the Lord faith, that he knew Abraham, as one 
who would afrerward'give ſufficient Evidence, 
and Demonſtration of this integrity. As in a- 
nother inſtance, when Abzaham, upon God's 


command, was ready to have offered up his: 


Son Iſaac. Gen, XXII. 12.---- Now I know 
that thou feareft God, ſeeing thou batt not with 


held thy ſon, thine only ſon from me, So here;. 


I know that Abraham doth traly fear me, be 
cauſe he will command his children and houſe 
hold to keep the way of the Lord. And here 
we may learn, This is one way, whereby we 
may approve ourſelves, ro be ſuch as truly fear 
God, if we do conſcienciouſly mind and pro- 
more Family-religion. 


 71,) Here is the Ratification of the godly 
Man's Charter, which inveſts him with Power 
and Authority to Rule with his own houſe, and 
ro command thole who are under 

his charge to keep the way of the 

NL. Lord. Precipiet (fo the wordis 
generally rendred) He will give 

them Holy Preceprs, Rules and Dr 

refions, and ſeriouſly and frequently inculcate 
them, that they may make the deeper impreſir 


on, as God himſelf directs rhem to do. Dev. | 
VI. 7. And thou ſhalt diligently reach them un* | 
ro F 
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ro thy children. The original Word fignihies 


4, *ro Wher, (as it is rendred in 
' the Margint) a Meraphortak- COMNIBUL GS 


en from the ſharpning of Iron 721 "(0 
Tools ; which was done by gn. "ny 
drawing the file backward 
and forward upon them. 1 Sam, XIII. 21. 
Tet they had a file for the mattochs—— The good 
Ruler 'of his family muſt then be a diligent 
and conſtanr Teacher of his Houthold. , The 
$yriac Verſion renders the word, he ſhall Exhore 
them, which denotes Vivacity, Zeal and Af- 
fectionateneſs. Ourown Tranſlation interprers 
the word [He will command] which directly 
imports Authority and Power. And in this caſe 
it is juſt and neceſſary, (as was ſaid upon ano- 
ther occaſion, Eſther I. 22.) that every Mat 
ſhould bear Rule in bis own Houſe ; and as a 
Governour there, to encourage and reward the 
tractable ; and to reſtrainand corre the Refra- 
ory if need require. The failure and remi/neſt of 
El; herein was ſeverely puniſhed, i Sam. LIT. 
13. For I have told him, that I will judge his 
houſe for ever ; for the iniquity which he know- 
eh: becauſe his Sons made themſelves vile, and 
he reſtrained them nor. 


(4.) Abraham's care and fidelity was verv 
exemplary; his command was to be laid both 
upon his Children, and upon his Houſho!d, 7. e. 
All others in his Family that came not within 
the Relation of Children Diſcreer and religi- 
ous Parents muſt nor out of ind1'gence or ford- 
nels ler looſe the reins to Childrens extrava= 

gancies, 
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gancies, but keep them ſtrictly under Family- 
order, And again, Childten, as being nearct 
and deareſt ro affectionate Parcats, mutt be 
their firlt care : and accordingly, they ſhould 
ule the greateſt diligence ro bring them up in 
the Nurture and Admonition ot the Loid; 
therefore they are ſet in the firſt place. Note 
farther, That the Houſhold, that is, Servant 
or others, muſt nor be excluded or neglected, 
but kept under Family-rule and Order, both 
they who ſtand in the upper and in /owe/t places 
in the Family. 


(5) Here is (at leaſt) an Implicite Promiſe 
of 5ucceſi and Bleſſing on the Faithfal Exercile 
of Family-government. [ And they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord) which is more fully exprelsd 
Prov. XXII. 6. Train up 4 child in the way he 
Shrou'd go: and when he 1; cld, he. will nct depart 
from it. [I ſhall cloſe theſe Obſervations with 
the Apoitles Enforcement and Encouragement, 


t Cor. XV. 58. Therefore (my beloved brethren) | 


be ye fledfait, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that 
vour labour u not in vain in the Lord. 


The inſiſting ſo long upon this firſt part, vi7. | 


God's own Approbation and Commendation 
of Abraham, for his care of Family-rel'gion, 
I kope may be juſtly excuſable ; becauſe it af 
tecteth the very Vitg's of the Subject in which 
I am now dzaling, 
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II. The ſecond thing undertaken by me, was 
to produce ſome I»ſtarces of Abraham's care 
about Family-religiun; and how it was exer- 
c:ſed and eridenced. Of thele I ſhall mention 
three, 


(1.) Abraham's care to bring all his Houſhold 
under the Bond, and to fix upon them the Seal 
of God's Covenaur. This he did by God's 
immediate and ſpecial Command, as is at large 
related in Gen XVIL where is tet down God's 
Inſtitution, and then Abrabam's ready Obedi- 
eace of Faith in the Obſervance of that Inſt:- 
tution, Ver. 26, 27. In the ſelf ſame day was 
Abraham circumciſed, and Iſhmael bs ſon. And 
all the men of bn houſe, born in hs bouſe, and 
bought with money of the ſtranger, were circum- 
ciſed with him. The Females were included in 
the Males, and ſo all of tbem were brought 
into Covenant with God, I doubt nor, bur 
the exercile of Family-religioa ought to ſtand 
upon this Foundation 3 that they who Worſhip 
God there togerhcr, are ſuppoſed to be ſuch as 
have taken the Lord for their God ; otherwiſe 
It is not to be expected, they who will nor 
Cevoate and dedicarc rhem(lelves unto the Lord, 


' Will ever con{cienciouſly ferve him. This or- 


der the Apoile Paul doth declare, As XXVII, 
23. The Angel of God, wheſe I am, and whom 
T ſerve, we may farther obſerve, That God 
timitlf made Proviſon in this matter ;, that 
n.ne ſliculd celebrate the Paſſover (which was 
to be Faren in their ſeveral houſes apart) until 

all 
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all their Males were circumciled. Exod. X1I, 
38. And when the ſtranger ſhall ſojourn with thee, 


and will keep the paſſover of the Lord, let all by © 


Males be circumciſed: and then let him come 
near and keep it: Otherwiſe, even the Heads 
of the Families themſelves were nor in a pre 
ſent capacity for ir. Our bleſſed Saviour 1mi- 

rares the like Order, Mazth. 


ware rue. 


Diſciples; as it may be explain- 
ed from Folm IV. 1.---— That Feſus made and 
baptized more diſciples than Jokn. This making 
of Diſciples was done by their ſolemn Dedica- 
rion ro God by Baptiſm ; and then rbey were 
ro be trained up in the School of Chrift ; and 
ro be raught to obſerve all things that Chriſt 
commanded. This is a matter of very fad 
conſideration, and ſhould be well pondered by 
ſach as retain thoſe in their houfes (where all 
ſhould joyn in the Worſhip of the living and 
rrue God) rhat are hot brought into the Bond 
of the Covenant: and yer their poſſeſſors ner 
ther endeavour nor defire ro have them tranſlat- 
ed from the Power of Darkneſs tro the King- 


dom of Chriſt, bur leave them without any | 


regard or pity, to perilh in their unbelief. 


Upon this occaſion I hope I may mention it 
withour offence, - That it is commonly _—_— 
(how truly I know not) that many of thoſe 


. who refuſe Baptiſm for their Children, are | 
very defective or remiſs in all the Parts and | 


Duties of Family-worſhip. If theſe Papers 
ſhould 


XXVIIL 19, 20. Go reach all | 
Nations : or rather, Make them 
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ſhould fall into the hands of any of that Per- 
ſwafion, I entreat them ro etteem me not 


' their Accuſer, bur their Monitor. And Laſtly, 


Where all the Members of the Family, are al- 
ready dedicared ro God by Baptiſm, I muſt 
beſeech them ro be true ro their Bapriſmal 
Vow, and Engagement, which binds them ro 
be fincere and hearty in all the ways wherein 
they Worſhip God ; and nor ro fatisfie them- 
ſelves with the Profeflion and Form of Godli- 
nels, but to aCt from an experimental feeling 
of the Power of ir. 


This may ſuffice for the firſt Inſtance of 4+ 
brabam's care about Family-religion. 


2. The ſecond Inſtance is, his frequent build- 
ing of Altars, and offering Sacrifices, Gen, XII. 
7. And the Lord appeared unto Abraham, and 
ſaid, unto thy Seed will I give this Land: and 
there builded be an Altar unto the Lord, who 
appeared unto him, ver. $8. And he removed 
thence unto a Mountain on the Eaſt of Bethel.—- 
and there he builded an Altar unto the Lord, 
and called upon the Name of the Lord. And 
Chap. XIII 18. Then Abrabam removed bn 
tent, and came and direlt in the plain of Mamre, 
which # Hebron : and built there an Altar to 
the Lord. And ſo in other places. 

Upon this Inſtance I ſhall leave theſe Remarks: 
1. That where ever Abrabam reſided with his 
Family for any confiderable time, there he uſed 
to build an Alrar. 2. Thar Alrars were always 
intended for the offering of Sacrifices upon 
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them ; and that Sacrificing was one of the , 


moſt $2/emn Riter, by which, God was then 


Worſtupped 3 r Sam. I. 3. nd 155 man (Eb) 


kanah) wert tir of 1.44 Cady JEAVL, Bo w.1ſhig 
and to ſacrifice wit» the Lord, 3. That when 
Sacritice was otter. d, the whole Family was in- + 
rereſled therein, at:id participated in the Wors 
ſhip. This may be evidently collected from 
thar which we had recorded rouching Facobs 


building-an Alrar, and offering Sacritice at Be- | 


thel, Gen, XXXV. 1,2, 3. The ſum where 


of is this ; God in giving forth his Command, 
directs 4t to Facob alone, ver. 1. God taid to 
Facsb, arile, and go to Bethel, and dwell there, 
and make there an Altar unto God—— Facob 
underitood the mind of Ged, that this concerns 
ed his Family. as well as _ and rhat he 
mult have them with him, ver. 3. Let us arile 
and go to Berbel. And lewd, Ar he rook 
etfectual care for the Reformation, |'reparaty 
on and. Sanctitication of his whole Family ,ver.2. 
Put away your fſtraoge Gods ; be clean, and 


waſh your Garments ; that they might be in a 


ſuitable and fit capacity to joyn together 1n the 
Sacrifice... His counſel had an bappy fuccels, 
ver. 4, And they gave to Jac-' all their ſtrange 
Gods,------ [ commend Fac:b's Practice, as 
an excellent Patcern to ſuch as defire tro maine 
tain Family-worſhip in Purity and Power. Fa 


« 


mily-reformation will greatly befriend Family» ' 


religion: And I ſhall enforce this with Japhar's 
advice to Fob, Fob XI. r3, 14. 15. Vi tl on 
prepare thine heart, and retch forth thine 'ands 
teowr ds bim, If iniquity be in thiue hand, jut 


OA 


wu | 


4... 4. a% Scot oo a px 


Of Family.Warſhip. 41 


\ it far away, and let not wickedneſi dwell in thy 


tabernacles. For then ſhalt thou lift up thy face 
without ſp2t-*—— The whole matter being thus 
ſet forth, I conceive it to be a pertinent Initance 
of Abrabam's care of Family-wealhip. 


3. The third Inſtance is, His praying for 
thoſe of his Family ; which we may very pro- 
bably collect from that which is exprelly affirmy 
ed, that he did in the behalf of his Son I/hmae!, 
Gen. XVII. 18. And Abraham ſaid unto God, O, 
that Iſhmael mizhe live before thee, A ſhort 
Petitiongbur comprehentive of all that an Holy 
Father can ask for his child ; for to {ive before 
God, is in effect, that be may be graciouſly 
ſanRified, and eternally ſaved. Thus to walk 
before God, is to ſerve him in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs : Gen. XVII 1. Walk before me, 
and be thou perfett ! To be eternally bleſſed is 
to be in God's Preſence, Pſal. XVI. 11--— In 
thy preſence 1s fulneſs of joy : at thy right hand 
are pleaſures for ever more, 1 Thef. IV. 19-— 
fo we ſhall be ever with the Lord, Thus did 4- 
brabam pray for his Son Iſmael, and we ought 
not to doubr, but that he did 2s much for his 
only Son (viz. by Promile) Iſaac, whom he 
loved. Nay farther, Cbaricy (which boperh 
all things, believeth all things) will think pro- 
bable Arguments [ſuch as his Zeal, Aﬀecti- 
on and Compaſſion) ſufficient ro induce us ro 
conclude, that he did fo for the relt of his Fa- 
mily allo, 


Exception. 
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v 

Exception. If any one upon this Inſtance,, ts 
ſhall reply, Thar if ic were admitted that ſomie* 7: 
thing may from thence be deduced ro favour {4 
that Practice of a Man's Praying for his Fo” | 
mily; yer will it not reach that which they t 
who urge the Duty of Family-Worlkip, d #® 
principally reſpect, and that is Praying with} # 
our Families. | 1 
[ 

: 

Anſwer. Thar might have been obſerved n; | 
be eſtabliſhed in rhe former Inſtance, of the | 


whole Family's meering, and joyning together 
ar the Sacrifice (as was there ſhewn) and they 
did Abraham Pray with his Family ; as is wit 
nefſed, Gen, XIL' 8. — He builded there a1 | 
Altar , and caled upon the Name of the Lord * 
Bur if any ſeek for a Particular Example, hap 
ly we may find one, though not in the Hiſtory 
of Abraham, yer of Iſaac, the Inheritor &! 
God's Promiſe, and of his Father's Piety, who 
prayed nor only for, but alſo 'with his Wik 
Rebekah. Which may the more clearly appear, 
if we make a due inſpection into the Tem 
Gen. XXV. 21. And Iſaac entreated the Lord, © 
for bu Wife, But Arius Mmtanus, keeping 
more exactly ro the Hebrew, tranſlares the 
words, Et oravit Iſchac Dominum + region | 
uxors ſue. Over-againſt, or in the Preſence | 
of his Wife. Not referring it to rhe Perſon | 
oe for, or the Subjet-marrer of his Prayer; | 
ut the dilpoling , or the placing of _ 
whe | 


/ 
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when he prayed. Treme/- 
lrus and Funius do, indeed, 
render the words, Rogavit 
Dominum ob uxarem ſuam. 
Bur chey make this Anno- 
ration upon them : Thar 
is, E4 preſente, © und cum 
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MYI1. Coram e& reg i- 
one ex atver(o. 
NUR NII9. ad 
coram ; In prefentia 
uxoris ſux. Buxtort. 
Ler. 


| iUi, His Wife being preſent, and together 
with him. What was collected from the Fa- 


mily's joyning rogether in the Sacrilice, I judge 
a good Proof for Family-Prayer; and therefore 
I ſhall not infift upon this Inſtance of J/aac, 
bur having mentioned ir, I ſhall leave it-ro be 
farther ſearched into by the Learned. 


3. The Third thing propounded to be ob- 
ſerved from that which is recorded in the Scrip- 
ture, tonching Abraham's Example ro encou- 
rage Family-Religion, was the Happy Succeſs, 
and excellent Fruits, which, by God's Bleſſing, 
did ſpring from his Religious and Pious Endea- 
vours to promote it. © This did appear, 

(1.) In general. All Abraham's Servants 
did wear the Honourable Badge of their Ma- 
ſter's Piety; for they are ſtiled, his Trained 
Servants (or, as it is in the Mar- 
gent) his Inſtrufted Servants , 
Gen, XIV. 14. Which Arius Mon- 
ranus tranſlates Imiriaros, a word 
peculiarly applyed to rhuſe who are inſtructed 
In, and admitred ro the fight or participation 
of Religious Myſteries. Ir is the ſame word 
that is uſed in Prov XXIL. 6. Train up a Child 
in cbe way be (hould go, ard when be # old, he 

wall 


Initin Sacris 
imbuo. 
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will not depart from it. The word is uſed oy thi 


hgnihe Dedication,2 Chrox. 


the 


13311 VIL 5. --- So the King au ly 


TVA MR all the people dedicated th 
TI1N1TN In purro eft Houſe of God. TI hus wen 
_ irurio. Grerb all Abraham's Children an 
ode of apa te Servants dedicated ro God: 
brers quod liver When they were entered 
VIN NED e pri- into Covenant with hin? 
ma putro cum inſtits- by Circumciſion. Ir is ab; 
tione Catechiſmam lo uſed to fignifie Inftty 
apptlant, Mercer. Ction in the firit Principla, 

which is by the Greek 
called The Carechiſe; as you may fay, Hi 
Catechiled Servants. This 1s one Excellent Uk 
and Exerciſe of Family-Religion, to have al. 
thar need it, ro be well inſtructed and” 
grounded in the Catechiſm. For my part, |' 
conceive it far more probable, That Abraben' 
trained up his Servants in the Principles of Re 
ligion, than in Military Diſcipline. 

( 2.) More particularly, the Succeſs of Abre 
bam's Care for Family-Religion, did moſt emt 
nently appear, in the Prudence and Fidelity of? 
his eldeſt Servant, the Steward of his Houle, 
(who is luppoled ro have been Ekezer, mer! 
tioned Gen.X V.2. ) With what admirable Pizy* 
and Dexterity did he'manage that moſt impor* 1 
rant Aﬀair, of fetching a Wife for 17ac from 
Padan- Aram? The Hiitory whereof we read in| 
Gen. XXIV. 

Having thus paſſed through thoſe three thing | 
which I had to obſerve touching Abraham's Far | 
mily-Religion, and laid the Ground- "_ 

thi 


{e! 
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aſed n think I may afirm with a modeſt Confidence, 


L Chrox. 


that we have a very good Argument for Fami- 


mg aw Iy-Worlhip fron Abrabam's Example, which 
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will be yet more evident, if we tarther Ob- 
ſerve, (4.) Thar I have not alledged any 
one thing, relating to his Family-Rehligion , 
that carries m it any intimation, that he aCted 
therein by an Extraordinary Call, or Special 
Diſpenſation ; but that he went upon ſuch 
(Grounds and Principles as ar? common to all 
the Children of God. For they have all rhe 
ſame Spirit to fanCtifie and lead them. Rom, 
VIIL 14. For us many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of God. They are par- 
takers of the ſame (aving Graces, as to the 
Sabliance and Kind, thongh not to the ſame 


Degree. 2 Pet. 1.1. =» To them that have ob- 
tained like precious Faith with u. They walk 
by the ſame Rule. Phul. TIL. 16. ----- Let us 


walk by the ſame Rule, let us wind the ſame thing, 
Gal. VL 16., And as many as walk, according to 
thy Rule, peace be on them ---- I hey are Heirs 
of the ſame Promiſes, and ſhall partake of the . 
Common Salvation. 

(2.) The Examples of the Eminent- Saints, 
eſpecially ſach as are recorded in Scripture for 
our Imitation, lay more than an implicit and 
veriual Obligation upon us. For we are *x- 
preſly commanded to follow them, 1 Cor.-XI, 
I. Be ye followers of me, as I alſo am of Chnitt. 
2 Theff. III. 5. For your ſelves know, bom that 
ye ought to follow us, Heb. VI. r. That ye be 
not flothful, but followers of them, who through 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. James 
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V. 10. Take the Prophets — for an Example of 4s 
ſuffering Aﬀtition, and of Patience. : ſen 
And (o I ſhall clole my Argument for Fx! thi 
mily-Worſhip, as drawn from the Example of” <9 
Abraham, and leave it to the Impartial and /4/ 
Judicious, to determine, in the fear of God, © 
whether or no, there be not one Scripture _ *'" 
Ground or Reaſon for the Eſtabliſhment and? PF 
Enforcement of it. #10 


4. I ſhall lay the Fourth Period, from Abre bl 
ham, until the time that the Children of 1/7; * 
were ſetled in the Land of Promiſe: And in” 
this Interval I ſhall produce the Example of 
Fob, becauſe many learned Men do reter his 
Hiſtory to the time of 1/rae/'s ſojourning in the © C 
Land of Egypt. A moſt rare and excellent ce 
Perſon he doubtleſs was; of whom the Holy: th 
Ghoſt gives ſo Honourable a Character, na: ® 
becauſe of his plentiful Efate, bur his fingulat ' & 
Piety, Fob 1. 8. And the Lord ſaid unto S& 
tan, Haſt thou conſidered my Servant Job, that '% 
there u none like him im the Earth, a perfett, and | 
an upright man, one that feareth God, and © 6 
cheweth evil. A Peerleſs Perſon he was, whole | 4 
Equal was not to be found on Earth. To him | © 
was that Grace (in a good meaſure) vouch» 
ſafed, which we are raught ro Pray for, in; 
that Petition, Thy Will be done on Earth, a it: 
% in Heaven. After all this, is it nor very Re- ? 
markable and Surprizing, that the firſt Inſtance} 
which is mentioned of his rranſcendenrt Piety, 
ſhould be his Religious Care of his Family? 
Bur fo it was Ver. 5, And it was ſo,that wen = 

Je | 
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ple of days of their Feaſting was gone about, that Job 
ſent, and ſantiified them, and riſe up early in 
ir Fa! the morning, and offered Burnt-Offerings, ac- 
ple of cording #0 the Number of them all: For Job 
| and /aid, It ma) be, that my Sons have ſinned, and 
God. curſed God in their bearts. This did Job con- 
ture. finually, Before I addreſs my {elf to the im- 
: and} provement of Fob's Example, as very appolite 
! ro my prelent Subject, 
( 1.) 1 mult endeavour to remove one ſtum- 
Alre. bling-{tone, or Rock of Offence, which is this. 
Iſrael It is not unlikely, that ſome, when they hear 
ad in © Job thus declare himſelt rouching bis Sons, | It 
ole of ay be, they have curled God in their hearts] 
er his. Will be ready to ſuppoſe them to have been a 
n the Crew of Hell-bounds, Senſual Epicures , or 
ellen; <eſperate Arheilts, ſtrange and unheard-of Mon- 
Holy . iters in a Family of Barbarians themſelves, and 
; * mult be look'd upon as Incarnate Devils, in a 
gular Family that carries but the lealt ſhadow of be- 
» $4. ing Religious. But notwithſtanding. that Ex- 
that. Prefiion here uſed, [of Curling Ged in their 
} and cans] 1 believe that Fob ſuſpected nothing 
d of worle of them, than what might poſſibly by 
vhok | Surprize, Infirmity, or Tempration, befal Per- 
him © 10ns in a Regenerare ſtate, rhough that which 
mach» ight be intended by thoſe words, be granted 
x. 10 hignifie ſomething that is exceeding finful, 
,.* Generally all Interpreters ; 
| Re- ; render them in a more mild TIVT7R 1372) 
and mollited ſenſe, than FTOIAR7I- 


= the ſqund of rhem doth car- 
ly ? ry in it. Mot cerrain it is, That the Original 
n the | faith, [And have bleſſed God in their hearts ] 


days | bur 
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bur it is allo evident, that the proper ſenſe 
{ Bletiing God ] cannot be intended, for 
icope and tenor of Fov's ſpeech will nor admi 
it, { It may be my Sons have /inned, and ble 
God in their hearts] therefore he undoubredy. 
intended by that Phraſe, tomerhing that is evil 
whereby God might be provoked, and ac 
ingly he hath recourſe to a Sacrifice tor Expt 
tion, and ro make Aronement, Interpret 
both Ancient and Modern, uſe ſofter te 
than that of [ Curling Gud.] The Chalds* 
ſaith, It may be, they have provoked God in 
their Minds. The Syriack, They have offereds 
ſome Contumely to God, potlibly by ſome ir 
reverent or unſuitable Conceptions of him. Ot: 
as Tremel:zs and Funiw exprels it in their At. 
notations, They have not lanctitied him, as wa” 
meet. Bur the proſecution of this any farcha} 
would be an unneceſlary Digret:on from the! 
Delign of this Diſcourſe. The Holy Ghot 
hath not branded them for any Enormous Crime, 
it would then be an unjuſtifiable raſhneds ro pal; 
a Damnatory Sentence upon them Bildad indeed] 
dorh caſt in a Malevolenr Infinuation, Fob VIIL 
4. If thy Children have ſinned againſt im, an. 
he bath caſt them away m their tran/greſſin; 
Bur lirtle regard is ro be had of the _— 
table Cenſure of him who pretumed to Cor} 
demn 7eb himſelf, whom the Holy and Bleſlel 
God did quitifie and praite. 

| ſhall therefore dilmils any "$"W Enquiry 
into this matter, ſubjoyning or.ly theſe Practical 
Notes. ( 1.) That not only exermons and ſcar 
dalous (fins do need a Sacrifice, f 5. e.) the wy 
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of Chriſt) for the Expiation of them; bur 
alſo Secree, or Heart-fins. Acts VIII 22. Re- 


pent therefore of thu thy wickedneſ, and pray 


God, if perhaps, the thought of thine heart may 
be forgiven thee: And thereupon, enforce the 
Apoltle's Exhortation, 2 Cor. VII. 1. --- Lee ws 
cleanſe our ſelve: from all filthineſi of the Fleſh 
and Spirit, perfetling holineſi in the fear of God. 
(2.) Job calls all Forgettulneſs, Neglect, or 
Contempt of God, though but /urking in the 
Heart, and not openly, or impudently decla- 
riog themſelves to the view of the World [ « 


> Curſing of God.) And hence we may learn, 
* That Godly Perſons do ſo repreſent their own 


fins, and the fins of thoſe in whom they are 
moſt nearly concerned, as exceeding (inful and 
horrid ; to excite their Repentance, and to be- 
get in them an abhorrence tor them : Whereas 
Hypocrites utually {\udy Extenuation: and Di- 
minutions for their lins, ro make them appear 
lels cuipable, that they retain them more 
quietly without diſturbing their Carnal Peace 
and Security. ( 3. ) Such Godly Perlons as 
deſire to maintain Family-Religion in its power 
and vigour, ſhould be very tender and {ollici- 
tous, leſt any thing be found in their Families, 
whereby God may be diſhonoured, or provoked 
to ſuſpend, - or remove his uſual Graces and Fa- 
vours from them. 


2. That nothing may be left to interrupt of 
perplex our intended Argument for Family- 
Worſhip to be taken from Fob's Example, there 
1s one little Objection more, that may call far 

D an 
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an Anſwer, and it is this : That Fob's Sons are 
not to be reputed Members of his Family ; be 
cauſe they bad their ſeveral Houſes, as is ex- 
prelly ſaid, Ver. 4 And bu Sons went, 
feaſted in their bouſes, every one hu day. And 
this they may think will enfeeble, if not over- 
throw the very Foundation of any Argument 
for Family-Worſhip that ſhall be raiſed in Fob' 
Example. 


Anſwer 1. To determine what it is that con- 
ſtirures a Family, we are not ro ſeek for 1 
Cauſes thereof in the Walls or Incloſures w 
in Families may repole themſelves; for t 
the Nomades, who had no'Houſles, could 
have any Families, which" a ridiculous So 
poſition : For admit it were determined, Tha 
where there are no fixed Habitations, there cz 
be no Families, we muſt diffolve and difſipa 
all the Families of the Holy Patriarchs, at lea 
as long as they were in ſuch a moving condi 
tion as is deſcribed, Pſal. CV. 13. When t 
went from one Nation to another, from one Ki 
dom to another People. 


2. The Formal Cauſe, that Conſtirures a 
Denominates a Family, is the Relation, i 
which the Head ard Members do ſtand ro 
each other: And accordingly a Family is 
ſcribed ro be a particular or leſſer Sociery, 
ſiſting of Children and Servants, under 
Proper Head, or Governour, obliged to di 
chargg the reſpective Duties which they 
towards each other, in their ſeveral Places, 
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Stations. The Head is the Husband and Wife. 
Concerning the Husband, there is no queſtion : 
And the Apoſtle allows to the Wife alſo a (ſub- 
ordinate) Governing Power, 1 Tim. V. 14. 
I will, that younger Women marry, 
guide (or Govern) the Houſe, i. 6, ineHavergy. 
the Family. 


3. The mentioning of ſeveral Houſes w_ 

ing tw Fob's Sons, will not conclude them 10 
no Members of his Family, although they 
might have had Wives and Children 3 which 
yet the Scripture doth nor aſſert, but rather in- 
timates the contrary. For all that is Jaid touch- 
ing the Entertainments which were made, all 
paſſed berween the Brothers and Siſters. This 
may require a little more to be added, for the 
clearing of what is Edential ro a Family,which 
I think the more neceſlary, becauſe it is likely 
we may be put upon it again, in another place 
of this Diſcourſe. Let it then be remarked, 
(1.) Thar'ir is no unuſual thing for Princes 
and great Perſonages to aflign their Children 
ſeveral Apparrments in their Palaces, or Houles. 
And, as for their Servants, who knows not, 
that many of them may be fixed Servants in 
one Family, and yer have Houſes, Wives, and 
dren of their own? And (o, on different 
grounds, they may be both Maſters and Ser- 
ants, as well as the ſame Perſon may be a 
Father, and a Son. (2.) It need not ſeem 
ſtrange, that Fob's Sons had their ſeveral Hou- 
ſes, ſuch as they were, for 1 ſuppoſe that Mens 
Fancies muſt provide the Materials, *and be 
D 2 them- 


2 Of Family-Waorſhip. 

themſelves the Architects, who would build 
for them Magnificer' Structures. Theſe Houſe 
in all probability were bur like thoſe in uſe in 
thoſe younger days of the World, ſome kinds 
of Tents, or of like compagination ; which 
might be either contiguous, or removed at 
ſome ſmall diſtance from each other. I am 
the more confirmed in this Opinion, by what 
we find rouching the diſpoſal of other Families 
in thoſe early days. Abraham had his Tent, 
as we may collect from Gen X XIII. 2. And 
Sarab died in--- Hebron ---- and Abrabam came 
ro mourn, and weep for her. He came, I ſup 


poſe, from his own Tenet. Expreſs mentions 


made of Sarah's Tenr, Gen. XXIV. 67. And 
Iſaac brought ber (Rebekah) into hs Mother 
Sarah's Tent. To give full meaſure, and run- 
ning over to demonſ{rate this, That the having 
of diſtin appropriate places of Repoſe, was 
a very common thing for Perſons of one and 
the ſame Family, let us but caſt our Eye a 
Gen. XXXI. 33. And Laban went into Jacob! 
Tent, and mto Leah's Tent, and into the tw 
Maid-ſervants Tents, but found them not ( - 
his Images, or Teraphim, which Rachel 

ſtollen ) Then went be out of Leah's Tent, and 
entred into Rachel's Tenet. 1 believe ir will be 
no diſrepuration to Fob's Sons, if we imagine, 
that their Houſes were of ſome Alliance witl 
the Tents ; if not in their Serufure, yer in theit 
Uſe. And I am very confident, that none will 
queſtion whether Jacob's Wives were of his Fr 
mily, although they had their ſeveral Tents, 
or Houſes, for it would be no unpardonable 
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Frror to call them ſo, (3.) Let not any fear 
that if we admit Fob's Sons (who had their (e- 
parate Houſes) into Feb's Family, we ſhould 
increaſe ir tro an over-great Number : For ir 
ſeems that in thoſe Days of Sobriety and Or- 
derlineſs, ſuch a Family as Abraham's was, 
wherein were Three Hundred and Eighreen 
that bore Arms [and we may reaſonably allow 
double the number to have been in his Family } 
might be better provided for, and more regu- 
larly Governed (fur they were his -catechited 
Servants that went out with him, as was before 
touch'd upon) than moſt — are among 
us, tho' they amount not to the Tenth Part of 
that number. And farther, it is obvious to eve- 
ry Eye, that in thoſe Days the Stock had uſual- 
ly all the Branches that grew our of it ſtill cleav- 
ing to ir. Facob with his twelve Sons, and all 
their Wives, Children and Servants, were bur 
one Houſe or Family, when he went dowrf in- 
to £pype, Gen. XLVI. 27.---— Al the ſouls 
of the bouſe of Jacob which came into Egypt,were 
threeſcore and ſix. 
Having thus removed theſe two Remora's, 
I hope we ſhall not be troubled with any more - 
cles, but that we may have our Paſſage 
open and ſmooth : and yet in our ſerting forth, 
I think ir is but fair dealing, that I acquaint 
the Reader, Thar I foreſee our Diſcourſe upon 
the Example of Fob, is likely ro be of ſome 
engrh, and a pretty large com;aſs ; bur I ſhall 
eavour ſo ro bound it, that I intend nor, 
that it hall wander without the juſt limits of 


. wy Subject, I ſhall then intreat che ferious 
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and pious Reader (if he think theſe Papers may 
contribute any thing toward his Information,cr 
Edification) that he would pleaſe ro go along 
with me patienrly, and I ſhall undertake (as 
far as my poor Capacity is able to judge) that 
in our Progreſs we ſhall meer with many things 
which may contribure very much toward the 
Eſtabliſhment of Family-Religion; and alſo, 
ſeveral Inftances, according to which it is to be 
Exemplified and Exerciſed. And fo underthe 
*Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the Word and 
Grace of Chriſt lerus ſer our. 


t. I efteem it a good Omen, that the firſt 
thing which preſents itſelf ro our view, is 6 
exceeding Amiable ; and it ſhews itſelf out 
of the 4th Verſe, That Fob's Children lived 
togerher in a ſweet Accord, and emire Amity, 
and that they entertained one anOrher with r& 
ciprocal Kindneſs, This is a Bleſſing which all 
Families are not ſo happy as to enjoy ; bt 
doubtleſs ir is a Mercy'in itſelf, and for irs ex 
cellent Fruirs; and conſequently, very defirr- 
ble and delightful. The P/almift was *raviſh'd 
in the Contemplation of it, Pſal. CXXXTV, 
Behold, how good and pleaſant it # for brethren 
to dwell togerher in amity. This Concord d 
Fol's Children, I doubr nor. may ſafely and 
warrantably be aſcribed ro God's BleſTings, co 
operating with, and giving ſucceſs ro Job's 
planting and watering of ir, in their Religions 
Education. I ſhall from this Inftance, rake the 
freedom to adviſe, and imporrunarely to be- 
ſeech all Godly Parents, ro ſeaſon their _ 

ren 
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dren as ſoon as is poſſible, with the Principles 
of Love toward God, and in him, toward 
each other, and toward all Mea. Ir is Evil in 
itlelf, and werſe in its Conlequents, to have 
Children babituated ro Wrangling and Conten- 
tions: and wort of all, ro be encouraged and 
commended for Brawling and Fighting, eſpe- 
cially among themſelves. This Counſel I give 
to Parents : and I would entreat Children to 
learn well that Leſſon that is ſet before them, 
Epb, IV. 31. Let all biterneſi, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind 
one to another, And I ſhall enforce my Exhor- 
tation to both, by this Argument, If Love 
be not maintained and cheriſhed in a Fanuly, 
the Worſhip of God will be hindred, the Mem- 
chr be indiſpoſed for it; and the Blef- 
fing of God upon them, denied or ſuſpended : 
For the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſ* 
weſlof God. The Apoſtle did wil indeed, that 
men pray every-where ; with this Proviſo, 
That they do ſo without Þrath, as well as with» 
out doubting. 1 Tim. II. 1, 


2. Job's Children converſed together, and 
treated one another with great Kindneſs: This 
all will grant was very commendab'e. And they 
Feafted rogether ; and that allo might be done 
very innocently : for we do not find, that any 

eflexions were made thereupon by the Holy 
Ghoſt; neither doth he charge them with any 
Diſorders commirred ther.1n ; yer was Fob up- 
on that very accqunc jealous oyer them with q 
D 4 godly 
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godly Jealoufie ; for be faid [it may be, my | 


ſons have ſinned.} Hereupon, I think we may 
receive this Document, That where there 1s lþ 
beral and frequent Feaſting Sin will very hardly 
be kept our. Thar was n-ither an unſeaſons- 


ble, nor an unneceffary Caution, which is giv-} 


en by the Lord himlelf, Deur. VIIL rt, 12, 
Beware that thou forget nit the Lord thy God» 
when thou haft eaten, and art full. Let the God& 
ly-wiſe impartially obſerve, whether Feaſting 
Seaſons do not fome-times exclude Family: 
Worſhip, where it uſeth to be Religiouſly per 


x formed ? Or, whether at leaſt Family- Worſhip 


be nor damnified thereby, as loting much of in 
wonted Spirit and Vigour, and degenerate into 
a looſe cuſtomary Formality. If it be really 
found by Experience, That much Feaſting and 
Family-Worſhip are indeed incompatible. | 
ſuppoſe it will require not long debate, which 
of them ſhould give way to the other ? Its 
undoubtedly better, that an wmeceſſary Feaſt be 
omitred, then God Id be defrauded of his 
Worſhip; or the Family deprived of (o great 
and valuable a Mercy. 


3. Fob (aid [it ma» be, my ſons have ſinned) 
Ir is indeed an effect of Raſhnels and Cenſore 
oulne(s, eatily ro entertain Growndleſs Suſpicions 
and Evil Surmiſe; 5 for Charity thinketh no Evik 
but believeth all things, and hopeth all things, 
bar yer, in ſuck Caſes as this which is now be 
fore us, 1 ſuppoſe we may (aſely leave this in 
offenfive Note; that it_is very excuſable, that 
Parents (either in the Natural or —_ 
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Senſe) out of their render Love and Compatit- 
oi, may Þe ho to fear thole things thar 
have an AptiRe, or but a remore Probability 
of Endangering or Hurting thoſe who lie lo 
near to their Hearrs: Upon this Ground Faceb 
was unblamable, in his ſollicirouſneſs for the 
fafery of his Son Benjamin, Gen. XLII 1 1---—- 
If miſchief befal him, then ſhall ye bring down 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. The 
Apottle Paul told the Corinthians, That he was 
jealow over them with a godly jealouſie, 2 Cor. 
XT 2. And the Galatians, That be was afraid 
of them, 1. e. That he was afraid for them, or 
on their behalf, Gal. IV. 11, Upon ſuch an' 
occafion as this, I hope that render loving Re- 
ligious Parenrs, will ſuffer this word of Exhor+ 
tation 3 your Hearrs are intimately knit ro your 
Children, ye employ your utrermoſt care to pre- 
ſerveand ſecure them from every thing that may 
damnifie or injure them ; and if ye are of Job's 
mind, ye will be molt afraid, lelt they be en- 
tangled or infected by Sin. This was that which 
made him tremble, and ſo earneſtly ro beſtic; 
himſelf, [It may be, my ſons have ſinned]. Ye 
love their health and welfare in all reſpects; 
but aboye all, ſee that ye heartily and prudent- 
ly love their Souls: and theretore be careful 
and confciencious in making uſe of all thoſe 
Antidotes and Preſervatives, which God hath 
preſcribed, prepared, and pur into your hands 
to keep them from Sin. Yet pray it may be 
In Abraham's words, O, that my child may live. 
Pray alſo with Faith and Fervour, and offer 
that Petition ro God which our Saviour himſelf 
D 5 hart 
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bath indired, Fob. XVIL 15. 4 $14 not that 
thou ſhouldeſt take them out of . 1d, but that 
thou ſhouldeſt kgep them from the evil. Ser them 
fair and unblorred Xs, in your vertuous 
Examples, which 177 may tranicribe and imi- 
tate : Wher and ſharpen your Counſels and Ad- 
monitions, by ſerious and frequent Repetition 
and Inculcations. With theſe you may plente- 
* fully furniſh yourſelves our of God's own Book 
of Preſcriptions: I ſhall CotleCta few of them, 
thar ye may have them always ready at hand; 
as Prov. I. 10. My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, 
conſent thu not. Prov. XXIIL 19, 20, 21, 
Hear thou, my fon, and be wiſe ; and guidethine 
beart in the way. Be not among wine-bibber;, 
among riotous eaters of fleſh. For the gluton 
and the drunkard ſhall come to poverty: and drow- 
fineſt ſhall cloach a man with rags. Prov. XIIL 
20. He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe: 
but a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. Pial, 
CXITX. 9. Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe 
bu way ? by taking heed thereto according to thy 
word. Prov. IV. 14. Enter net into the path 
of the wicked : and go not the way of evil men. 
If ye will exerciſe only a comperent Diligence 
ye may gather heaps upon heaps of fuch Hol 
Apboriſas. I knew that render Parents have 
ofren aking Hearts, when they know not where 
their Children are; and yer they mult be con 
tent to have them out of their ſight ; they ſhould 
therefore endeavour tro do that by affectionate 
Admonition, which they cannot always do by 
perſonal Inſpeftion. Warn and charge your 
Children when grown up, not only tc keep 
our 
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out of ti, <2 Pany of the oþ enly prophane, who 
have thei” P lague-ſores run ning upon them, 


. and convey fection and "Death to all that 


come near them :8t adviſe : them alſo againtt 
intimate Familiarity, a.' fre quent unneceſſary 
Conyerſe with fuch as may &2 civil, witty, and 
obliging; bur are deſtitute of, and birter Ene- 
mies tro the Power of Godliaeſs : whoſe Dif- 
courſes are ordinarily compoanded of Levity 
and Vanity ; together with Railery and Sar- 
elm, to redicule or reproach all that is Serious 
or Sacred. There is a firange effacinating Ma- 
lignity in ſome Peoples Diſconrſes, in which 
the Poyſon is wrap'd up in gilded Pills, and the 
deadly Hook is covered with a pleaſant Bait. 
How ſadly and commonly is that ſaying expe- 
rimented, which St. Paul took out of Menar- 
dr: Thay, Evil Coramunications corrupt good 
Manners. Some, if they pleaſe, may call this 
a long Digreſion ; but I am fure it leads di- 
rectly ro the end defigned by me, in the draw- 
ing up of theſe Papers, which was ro promote 
Fimily-Religion in the Life and Power of it, 
and foro rake the advantages to excite unto it, 
and direct to the fruitful ordering and manage- 
ment of ir, which thoſe Scriptures that I was 
led ro conſider, did freely offer unto me, 


- 4. A fourth Circumſtance that deſerves to be 
inlpeted into, is, [Ther Job ſent and ſanfified 
by ſons.} This imports more, than that Feb 
prayed God ro ſanctifie them by his Grace: for 
« plainly infinuates, that Fob intended that 
ſomething ſhould be done by themſe!/ves toward 


te 
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the effecting or p womoting their 0WN 5, n4;ge, 
tion, in order tc. their ParticiPatf" in the Ule 
and Benefit of t bat Sacrifice Whth was to be 
offered on their behalf. | 


Thig Notion of San&ification doth frequent 
ly occur in the Scriptures, to denote a due Pre 
paration for Religious-Worthip. When God 
commanded Facob to go ro Bethel, ro erect an 
Alrar there for Sacritices, he ſaid unto his Hou 
ſhold, Pur away the ſtrange Gods that are & 
mong you, and be clean, and change your gar 
ments, Gen, XXXV. 2. This is all one as 
if he had ſaid, SanHifie yourſelves. Thus upon 
that ſolemn Occaſion, when God was abour to 
Proclaim the Law at Mount Synas, that the 
People might be prepared ro draw near to him; 
he gave this in charge tg Moſes, Exod. XIX, 
10. Go unto the people, and ſanttifie them ta 
day, and tomorrow ; and let them waſh their 
cloaths, and be ready againſt the third day. And 
more exprelly, 3 Sam. XV 5. Sanfiifie your- 
ſelves, and come with me to the ſacrifice. This 
preparatory Sanftification is Twotold, (1.) Ex 
ternal and Ceremonial. (2.) Internal, or Moral 

and Spiritual. == wv our 

; Ctification confiſted indivers 

n- x ings, and Carnal Ordinances (or 
rt Rites and Ceremonies ) impoſed 
on them, until the time of Refor- 

mation, Heb. IX. to. The Internal confilts in 
catting our of Sin from the heart and life, and 
the fincere turning umo God, Fam. IV. 8. 
Dra# 
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Draw nigh to God, and he will draw migh unto 
you: Cleanſe ynur hands, ye ſinners, and purifie 
your dearts, ye double-minded. Plal. XXVI. 6. 
I wil waſh my hands in innocency ; and ſo will 1 
compeſi thine Altars, O Lord. Ila. I. 16. Waſh 
ye, make you clean 3 put away the evil of your do» 
ings from before mine eyes : ceaſe to do evil, learn 
to do wel. As this is ro be dune by every one 
Perſmaly, fo in order to Family-Worſhip, the 
like Sanctificarion is to be look'd after, as Facob 
ſaid ro his Houſhold, be clean : In the place 
before cited, T his is ratified by Fob XI. 13, 14. 
If thou prepare thine beart-—= And lee not 
wichedneſi dwell in thy tabernacles. Hence we 
conclude, That although, that the Ceremonial 
ways of Preparatory SanCtification be ceaſed 
with the Typical Sacrifices; yet we are ſtill ro 
retain and obſerve the Spiritual Part,as agree- 
able ro Spiritual Sacrifices, which continue un- 
der the Golpel. 


The Phraſe of Fob's Sanctifying his Sons be- 
ing thus cleared, I conceive we may naturally 
and regularly draw theſe Inferences. 


(1.) Here we find a Sacrifice to be offered 
by Job, in, and for his Family, ro which he 
called his Sons. This proves that there were 
Family-Sacrifices. And this is yet more ex- 
prelly aſlerred, i Sam. XX. 6. There # a Tearly 
Sacrifice, for all the Family, Our Tranſlation 

faith 
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ſaith, 4 Nearly Sacri 


=D nar and I ſuppole che Heb 
Sacrificium ditrum. Phraſe may (lo intend 


Ar. Mont. Yer the words are, 4 
Sacrificia dierum crifice of days. And fo +; 
aliquot. Syr. Montanus renders them 
Or Sacrifices for ſome da 


are then celebrated for the whole Family. 
wherher that Sacrifice were Annual, or Occaft 
nal, or Ordinary, 1s not material, as to our pup 
paſe, ſeeing it is without Controverſie, Thati 
Family-Sacrifice there was, and therefore ther 
was Family-Worſhip; becauſe Sacrificing » 
an eminent way of performing Religious Web 
ſkip. | 


Exception. The word tranſlated, «a Sari 
fice, might have been rendred, a Fee#, for tie 
Family; ir importing ## 

NA! mafatio from more than a ſlaying, vit 
nay mafia. of Beaſts, in order to the 
furniſhing of Proviſions far 

a Feaſt. As Gen. XLIIL 16. Bring theſe mat 
home, and ſlay, (or kill a killing) and my 
ready, for theſe men ſhall dine with me at Nom. 
If then this were only a Family-Feaſt, rhen 


was it not a Family-Sacrifice : And fo nothing} 


can be deduced from thence tr» eſtabliſh, « 
countenance Family-Worſhip. 


Anſwer. This is but an Evaſion, no Conf 
tation. For admit, a Feaſt were then _ 
which the Family came ; yer was it not a 


mon Feait for Entenainment, Hoſpitality, 
Kind- 
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| Kindneſs; but a Religious Feaſt, held with 


reſpe& ro the Worſhip and Glory of God, 
Neither ſhould this ſeem itrange, if we con- 
ſult either the Scripture, or the Cuſtoms of the 


# Heathen (who probably ſtudyed in this, ro 


imitate the Jews.) In the Rules and Orders 
which were given touching Sacrifices, we find, 
that in their Peacc-Offerings, the Fat having 
been burnt upon the Altar, and the Prieſt ha- 
ving aaken his Portion, the remainders of the 
Fleſh were delivered to th*'e who brought the 
Sacrifice, who uſed therewith” to hold a Feaſt. 
The obſerving of /this, will help us ro under- 
ſtand that ſpeech of the 

light and lewd Woman , Carnts ſacrificioram 
Prov. VII. 14. I have Peace- pacifcorum ſunt mibi, 
offerings with me: thu day itaqut laute tt tx- 
have I paid my Vows. i. e. cipiam. Mercer is 
bold a Sumptuous Feaſt #9447. 

to day, upon the remam- 

ders of the Fleſh of my Peace-offerings : And 
ſoI can treat thee ſplendidly, and plentifully. 
As for the place brought out of Geneſis, that 
will not befriend the cauſe 

for which it was produced, MAY MAY), E: 
another word being there matta maiiationem. 


' uſed, which is proper to 


denote the ſlaying of Beaſts, in order to fur- 
niſh oat a Plentiful, bur Civil, or Common 
Entertainment. So that notwithſtanding this 
Exception, the Argument remains in irs full 
ſtrength, and unſhaken. Here we find plainly 
and evidently, there was a Family-Sacrifice , 
and that is a good Proof of Ar 
or 
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Before, and under the Law, Typical Sacrific 
are acknowledged by all, ro have been one of 
the Solemn Rites of Divine Worſhip. Bu 
when Chriſt ( the true Sacrifice (which wg 
prefigured by thoſe Typical ones) had ona 
offered up himſelf) there was no more 
place left for them. Heb. VII. 27. Who neeh 
eth not daily, as thoſe High-Prieſts, to offer ug 
Sacrifice --- for thu be did once, when he offers 
up himſelf. Heb. X. 14. For by one Offerin 
be hath perfefted for ever, them that are ſantir 
fied. So that under the Goſpel there remain 
only Meraphorical, or Spiritual Sacritices to be 
offered up ro God, 1 Petr. II. 5. --- Te alſo & 
lively ſtones are built up a Spiritual Houſe, a 
Holy Prieſthood to offer up Spiritual Sacrificn 
acceptable to God through Feſuws Chrift. Heb. X11, 
15. By him therefore let us offer the Sacrifice f 
Praiſe to God continually, that #, the fruit of on 
lips, giving thanks to buy Name. The Offering of 
ſuch Sacritices is a principal part of Family 
Worſhip. 
(2.) In order to the Family-Sacrifice, 7 
directs his Sons ro Sandtifie, 5. e. Duly ro pre 
re themfelves. And from hence I infer, 
bat there ought to be a due Preparation for 
Family-Worſhip, by compoſing our Hearts to 
Seriouſnels, that they may be brought into, 
and kept in an Holy Franz. Ir is a great dif 
paragement to Family-Worſhip, when we rub 
into it, without firting Preparation, ſeeing we 
have to do with the Holy and Bleſſed God 
therein, as well as in any other way, wherein 
we are to make our Addreſs ro him, and we 


expect that he ſhould meer with us,” and bte{ 
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us, Solomen doth adviſe and dire&t us, how 
we are to enter upon the Publick Workkip, 
Eccleſ. V. 1. Keep thy foot, when thou poeft to 
the bouſe of Ged. And we do as well need a 
Monitor, to lay ro us, Look well ro your Hearts, 
when ye are to perform Family-Worſhip. 

( 3.) [Fob ſent, and ſanitified them. }] Nor 
that he infuſed Grace, or Holineſs into them. 
For to Santt:fie, in that ſenſe is the proper and 
peculiar work of God, who is the - 

God of all Grace, and immediate- 1 Pet.V 10 
ly the production of the Holy Spi- 2 Tbef. 11. 
ric. But Fob may be ſaid, ro San- 13 
Qifie them, in a way of Inſtrumen- 1 P41. 2. 
tality, or Subſerviency to God, by | 

his fervent Prayers to God, ro beftow his Sa* 
ving Grace upon them, by Inſtructinggſiem , 
and enforcing his ſerious Counſels and Admo=- 
nitions frequently upon them, by ſerting his 
courſe of Life before rhem, as a good Partern 
for them ro imitars; and by making uſe of 
ſuch other ordinary means, as God hath pres» 
ſcribed, and promiled to bleſs in order there- 
unto. Here alſo I may infer, That it is a great 


" Encouragement, to excite and engage Holy 


Perſons, ro uſe all Induſtry and Fidelity in 
promoting Family-Religion with all their 
might, that they may, by God's Bleſſing, con- 
tribure very much toward the Sanctification of 
their Children and Servants. What the Apo- 
file Paul ſaid ro Timothy, firſt Epiſtle, Chap. IV. 
Verſe 16. Take heed to thy ſelf, and to thy Do- 
trine, continue in them ; for in ſo doing, thou 
ſealt both ſave thy ſelf, and them that hear thee. 
| doubt not but that in a way of Parallel, or 

Accom- 
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Accommodation, I may fay to Religious Heady 
of Families, Follow after Holineſs your ſelves 
in your Hearrs and Lives, and labour to inſtil 
the Precepts, Principles, and Practices thereof 
into thoſe who are under your Charge, and 
continue to do ſo with Fidelity and Activiy; 
and then, by the Grace of God, ye may fave 
your ſelyes and them allo. 


5s. A Fifth Circumſtance Remarkable is, 

{ That Job offered burnt-offerings, according ti 
the number of them all. ] That is, of all by 
Sons at leaſt, and they were ſeven. If weer 
trend this to his Daughters allo, they were three 
more. From this Paſſage, we may obſerve, 
( 1. ) The Hiſtory relates, how Fob ſear, and 
ſanded his Sons, that they migbr come tothe 
Sacrifices, which he deſigned ro Offer on they 
behalf, We may preſume, that they came; 
being ſent for by their Father ; and that, when 
they were come, Fob proceeded to offer the 
Burnt-offeriogs. And from hence we may 
learn, That when Family-Worſhip is to be per 
formed, all the Members of the Family ſhould 
be got together, that they may be preſent 
therear. Ir is then very diſorderly, ro have 
Family-Worſhip performed at ſuch ſeaſons, 
as ſeveral 'of the Family cannot come to joyn 
therein : Or they thar come, are under fuch 
diſadvantagious Circumſtances. that rhey bring 
with them ſach unavoidable Indiſpoſirions, that 
it may truly be faid of them, in a ſenſe too 
obvious, that they are Abſent, while rhey are 
Preſent, (2.) Fob ſent, and called his Sons 
io 
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to the Sacrifice. Hence the Heads and Go- 
vernours of Families may be admonithed ro 
rake due care, that all the Members of the 
Family be called ro joyn in the Worſhip to be 

ormed, and to rake notice of thoſe that 
abſent rhemſelves withour a very jult and al- 
lowable cauſe. 

6. The Sixth Circumſtance which is men- 
tioned, relating to Family-Worſhip, is, Thar 
Fob offered Burnt- Offerings, according to the 
mumber of them all. Upon this I ſhall leave 
bar one Remark; That when Parents have 
many Children, each Child particularly may 
challenge an Intereft in their care, eſpecially in 
things belonging to their Soul-concernments , 
that they be brought up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord. That each of them 
de Perſonally inftruted , watch'd over, and 
pray'd for, The Partialiry of ſome Parents is 
juſtly le, who are fondly Indulgent 
ro ſome of their Children, and neglect others. 
This is unnatural, as well as irreligious. 

7. The laft thing pointed at, is Fob's Con- 
ſtancy in this Holy Work, [Thus 
did Fob continually. } Or as the 30199. 
word ſignifies, All days, or every 
day. From - hence I infer, That what Fob did 
n this caſe, was not only Accidental, or Occa- 
fional upon a preſent Emergency, and then laid 
down again : Bur this was his ſtared Practice , 
a matrer of conſtant Uſe and Obſervance. 

As far then, as this Example of Fob ſhould 
nflvence us ro perform Family-Duties, ſo far 
t will oblige us alſo ro be conſtant —_— all 

Ys, 
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days, or every day. They then who perforn 
them only upoa ſome Emergencies, as under 
ſome ſhorr-liv'd Convictions, ſurprizing Prove 
dences, or Feyeriſh Firs of Devorion, and they 
inrermit them, or lay them afide, may be car 
cluded not to proceed upon Fob's internat Prin 
ciples, which were (ſteady and uniform: E 
are only moved, like Machins, by ſome Alien 
Springs, or Engines, I may add one Retlext 
on more upon this occaſion, That as ofren y 
there is a juſt Reaſon impelling and obligi 
fas ro any Action or Performance, fo often ( 
we excite and engage our ſelves ro AF accord 
ingly. This carries its own Evidence and E+ 
ficacy in things Natural : We ſeek and rake && 
Renance and Retreſhment for our Bodies ever 
day,becauſe we daily need them. U pon this reaſon 
may the conſtanr,daily Performance of Family 
Duties be enforced ; becaule there is daily need 
of chem. To Pray for daily Pzrdon of Sin, 
as we are directed in the Lerd's Prayer, Gire 
us thu day our daily bread. And then in an it 
ſeparable conjunction therewith, ir follows, 
And forgive us our treſpaſſes. To Pray for daily 
Grace to Sanctifie us, and daily Blelings upon 
our Families, according to this Excellent Pats 
rern, Thu did Fob continually. And thus we 
arrived to the End of this Stage, The Improve 
ment of Fob's Example , as an Argument fot 
Family-Worſhip. 

5. I ſhall bound the Fifth Period in the dif 
poſal of the Times, under rhe Old Teſtament, 
, from the time that I/rae! was brought into the 
Poſſeſſion of the Land of Promiſe, ro bn Le 
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thereof. Within this Interval I ſhall produce 
the famous Example of Foſhua, which is (I 
think) raken notice of by all that deal in this 
Subje&t ; and the place chiefly fixed upon, as 
molt pertinent and pregnant, is Foſh. XXIV, 
15, But as for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord, Here we bave Feſhua's ſolemn 
Profefſion , Proteſtation , and Engagement, 
which be entred, and would have recorded ; 
that he underrook as well for his Houſe as for 


Himſelf : That not only ſeperate allo cor- 
jun, both be and his houſe ſerve the 
Lord. There are but rwo things Was far as I 


can apprehend) that can be required for the I1- 
luſtration and Application of this Place, to cen- 
der it a manifeſt and irrefragable Proof, for 
Family-Worthip. 


1. That his Houſe by an uſual Metonimy, * 
doth undoubtedly ſignitie his Family, and is fo 
underſtood by al, without one Gain-ſayer, that 
I know of, The Chaldee Paraphrale is clear 
-— ſor there it is ren- 

red, I, and the man of my ; . 
bouſe will ſerve before the pr _—_ we = 
Lord: The Man (or Men} yiemus ante Domi- 
of his Houſe were ſuch as nun. 
dwelt with him : That be- 
ng a common Scripture- 

Phraſe, as Gen. XVII. 27. Al the men 
of bn bouſe, born in his houſe, and bought with 
money----- Gen, XXXIX., 11.--—- There 
Pere none of the men of the hduſe there within. 
This Explication of [the man of my houſe} had 


been 
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been impertinent, if there had been none 
that remper, who (as the Proverb is) will { 
for a knot in a Bull-rufh. Tho' the Chaldee ipe 
plain, yerthe Syriac T 
Ego quidem, & Do- flation is more exprels, 
meſtici mei Dominum that renders the words tl 
Drum colemus. I indeed, and my Domeſti 
ell worſhip the Lord 
Ego vera, & familia Tremelius and Funius lay! 
mia colemus Fibo» the very Terms, But 1 
Van. my family will worſhip 


- hovah. Foſhua's Houlei 
is his tot or Family ; nothing being mc 


familiar in the Scriprure, than ro call the I 
mily by the name of the Houſe, Gen. XIL it 
And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and bis houſe 
great plagues. In the celebration of the Paſ 
ver, every Houſe, i. e. Every Houſhold or 
mily apart, wasto take and cat a Lamb, 
XI. 3, 4.----= They ſhall take to them, 
man 4alamb, according tothe houſe of their faths 
a lamb for an houſe: And if the houſhold be 
little for the Lamb--—-- Nothing can be mor 
plain, than that an Houle and an Houſhuld 
here the (ame thing. 

The reaſon why 1 infiſt ſo much upon this! 
becauſe when that place of Fer. X. 25. 5 
ledged in Proof of Family-Worſhip, F 
out thy wrath----- upen the families that call w 
on thy name. Some think ir ſufficient to k 
that (Families] there, are of a large (ignif 
tion, and as extenſive as Nations and Kingdau 
Bur that evaſion will not ſerve, when the Er 
ample of Foſhua is made uſe of ro the fant 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe ; for he ſpeaks of his Houſe or Fami- 
ly in the moſt proper, ſtrict, and appropriate 
Senſe [That be and by bouſe would ſerve the 
Lord] Againit this, I know not that any Ex- 
ception ever hath been made; and I preſume 
cannot : and therefore I ſhall rake it as a thing 
to be admirred, and nor conteſted, 

2. The Matter of Foſbua's Proteſtation, or 
what it was unto which he thus ſolemnly enga- 
ged himſelf, And that was, That both he and his 
Houſe conjunctly would ferve the Lord. Nei- 
ther will r1is meer with any oppokition, thar I 
can foreſee : Bur if any thing be ſtood upon, 
it will be (as I ſuppoſe) about the meaning of 
that Expreſſion of [Serving the Lord. ] 

Exception. "Some may potlibly think, char 
herein they may find Matter for Cavillation, as 
not ftrit and cloſe enough to tye us ro Family- 
Worſhip : For they may ſay, that [zo ſerve the 
Lord) is a Phraſe of very large fignihfication, 
and conſequently ambiguous ; and fo will not 
directly conclude for Family-Worſhip. The 
meaning then of that Expreſſion, that [ He and 
bn bouſe would ſerve the Lord) might be no more 
than this; That upon a Suppoſition that the 
whole body of the Iſraelites ſhould rurn Apo=- 


ſtare, and forſaking the true God, ſhould Wor- 


ſhip Idols or Falſe Gods : Yer he was fix'd in 
bis Reſolution, That himſelf and bis Family 
would perſevere in their Faith and Obedience, 
and Worſhip and cleave to Jehova alone as their 
God, be being the living and true God. 


Anſwer. 
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Anſwer. Let all this be admitred, yet it 
not in the leaſt invalidate the Argument 
Family-Worfhip, as grounded on Foſhua's Ex 
ample, unleſs it could be ſhewn, That Servi 
the Lord, doth either exclude, or is i 
ent with Worſhipping of him. Whereas 
think every unprejudiced Perſon, being guic 
by Scriprure and Reaſon, would think ir 
a fair and ftrong way of Arguing, If we mw 
Serve the Lord,then'doubtleſls we muſt Worl 
him , becauſe it is an unaccountable thing 
How 1s it poſſible that they ſhould ſerve 
who do not Worſhip him * But it would be 
very wild kind of Reaſon, To Argue 
ſerving of God, for the Excluſion of his We 
ſbip. He would be biſs'd ar, as a very lllog 
cal Diſputant, who by admitting the Gen 
ſhould Argae for the excluding of the Species 
as becauſe a Man is a Living Creature, the: 
fore he is not a Rational. 

Bur not tu expole the weakneſs of that 
ception any farther, I ſhall endeavour to ſhe 
whar Advantage and Improvement is to it 
made of the comprehenſivenels of the Phralt 
here made uſe of, [ Of Serving the Lord. ]- 

1. This rakes in all Family-Religion, in lt 
whole compaſs of it, and the ſeveral Duti 
therein to be attended unto, as by In{tructia 
of thoſe who are ro be ſeaſoned with it 
Knowledge and Fear of God, the keeping dl 
the Members of it under a Holy Rule and Gv 
vernment, the Worſhip of God .rogether, Þ 
* Holy Prayers and Prailes, and ſuch like. 


— 
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2. To Servethe Lord, doth undoubtedly inr 
dude - and intend the Worſhipping of | him. 
$ Erlf (1) This lies © plain and viftble, that the 
# Syriach and the latter Latin Tranſlators thougha 
themſelves warranted to. render the words , 
Both-I and my Domelſticks, or my Family, 
will Worſhip the Lord. .( 2.) Theſe Phralcs, 
To Serve the Lord, and to. Worſhip him, are 
# often uſed promiſcuoully, as importing the ſame 
things as Exod, VIII. 1. --- Let my People go, 
ot that they may ſerve me. Compared with Chap. 
V..z. += Let w go three days Fourney into the de- 
fart, and Sacrifice 10 the Lord our God. Sacti- 
ficing was then one of the molt Solemn Rites 
of Worſhip. Sometimes theſe two are con- 
| joyned as Excgetical one of, the other, Mach. 
IV. 30, --- Thou ſhalt 2x/bip the Lord thy 
4 God, and him cnly ſhalt thou Serve, Many 
are the places of. Scripture, which ſpeak of 
ſerving other Gods ; that, is, of Worlhipping 
4 them, as Exod. XX. 5.. Thou ſba/t not bow dewn 
Y of to them ( i. e, Thou ſhalt not Worſhip 
) -nor ſerve. them. Deut :XI. 16. Take 

| heed to your ſelves, that your heart be not deceived, 
and.ye turn aſide, and ſerve ther Gods, and wor- 
faig them. I ſuppole by this, that Light enough 
ſhines our ro ſcatrer thar mitt which tome might 
endeawour-to raiſe by that Suggeſtion, that Fo- 
ſens ſpeaks of Serving the Lord with. his Houle, 
but-not of Woeſhipping him. , ” 'r 
Exception the Second. Although Serving the 
Lord, may-include the Worſhipping of bim, 
and that in; ConjunCtion with our Families , 
yet would the'Proof fall ſhort, and not reach 
that which is intended by that who produce 
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it'in favour of 'Family-Worſhip. For herd i 
-nothing mentioned of Reading the Scriprund 
*Praying, or Praifing God, or any other R& 
gious Exerciles. | | 
- Anſwer. 1. Let thus much then be grant 
Thar afcer 'the Example of Foſpua, we 
bound to-ſerve God together with our Famili 
And then *it will/be time enough ro enquin 
How, and ' in'what ways, «nd what Dui 
muſt be attended "unto, and performed in 
Exerciſe of Family-Worſhip. - (2. ) We 
make very ill work of it, if we make 
- General Precepts, wherein 'the Subſtance of 
Duty is commanded, becauſe all the Rules 
Directions about \it are nor ſpecitied roget 
"The Wiſdom of God thought it belt, ro'gi 
forth the Indication of his Wiltin one place 
then ro employ our diligence in ſeafching' 
Scripture, touching more particular Diſcoveti 
of ir, as he ſhill pleaſe ro fignifie rhemy ro ws 
This being a matrer of mighty Impe 
and yer not*fufficienrly atrended unto by a 
1 think- ir will be a-good piece of Service 
order to the Subject we are upon, to inf 
little farther upon it, and take into conſe 
tion a Caſe which in many things is much'l 
ro this of Family-Worſhip. and that is the $ 
Qificarior of "the'Sabbath. The Fourth Ce 
mandment” lays' the' Foundation for Sabt 
Worſhip. This, I am confident, will not 
denyed by any, whatever other Diſputes 
been agirared touching the Sabbath. Let # 


ZE PPP SLOWIERONSTTS #Gomist 25 © es «v.02 we ws. 


Q 
> 


E 


then look to the Preceprive part of that Corr} ing, 
mand, and it ſtands thus, Remember the Sabbath ” 


day, to keep it Holy, Here-is no particular ml 
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tion made of any Holy Duties or Religious 
Exerciſes ro be performed by them that would 


'R& Sandtifie the Sabbath, ſave only, that they are 


to reſt on that day from all Servile Work, 
which I ſuppoſe is not accounted by any, to be 
all chat is intended in that Injunction, for the 
Sandtifying of the Sabbath-day. Bur if we 
cunſule rhe Scriptures, we ſhall find ſeveral In- 
ſtances of ſuch things to be done, and Religious 
Exerciſes performed, as are agreeable and re- 
quilre to be attended unto, in order to the 
Sandifying a day ſer apart for Holy Reſt. Of 
obick ime were Ceremonial, and conſequently 
but of Temporary duration. Others were 
Moral and Perpetual. Among the Ceremo- 
nials, we find the doubling of the daily Burnt- 

ings on it. Numb. XXVIIL. 9, 10. And 


en the Sabbath day two Lambs of the firſt year, 
without ſpot. --— Tha is the burnt-effering of 
everySabbatb beſide the continual burnt-offering--- 
From which we may piouſly infer, That though 
God is ro be worſhipped every *_. yet more 


abundantly on the Lord's-day. But withour 
farther Enquiry after CeremonfAls, ir will con- 
cern us to obſerve what is recarded in Scripture 
touching the Moral Duties and Exerciles of 
gion, that were pradtiſed, in order to the 
tthication of the Sabbath. e. gr. The Scrip- 
tures were publickly read in their Afdemblies. 
At: XV.21. For Moſes bath, of c'd time,in every 
City, them that preach bim, being read in the 
Smagogues every Sabbatb-day. There was Preach- 
ng, s. e, the Expounding and applying fome 
Portion of Scripture. A large Account whereof 
ve tave in Luke IV. ver. 16. to ver. 28. The 
: E 2 Sum 
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Sum of which is, That oor Lord Feſas beings 
Nazareth, having read a Portion 'or Text ow 
of the Prophecy of Iſaiah, he explained ant 
applyed it, 5. e. he Preachrnpon ir. So Ahh 
IIL. 14, 15, 16. When Paul and bis Compal 
came to Atitioch in Pifidia, they went into ti 
Synagog ve on the Sabbath-day, and ſat down. Aul 
after the reading of the Law and the Prophet 
the Rulers of the Synag oxgne ſent unto them,” ſix 
inp, Te men and -bretbren, if ye 'bave any wi 
of Exbortation for the People, ſay on. 'And tha 
Paul Preach'd bis Sermon, the Heads whert 
are there rehearfed. There were” alſo Solet 
Prayers offered tiþ ro God. AF: XVI. 13. 4vf 
on the Sabbath wt" mehr our of the City by a Riv 
fide, where Prayer tvas wont 'to be made. Som 
learned Men d6 render thot 
M iro 1aitery Tgo- words, where rhere was a Pr 
o1» Gre ſentha, or an Oratofy (wad 
of the ſame uſe'with a Sy 
pogne! where they afſemble for Prayer, ud 
other Holy Duties, ' on the Sabbath-days. * 
High Praites alſo of God were alſo celebrared: 
This is eviderit from the XCIT: R/alm, the Ti 
whereof is, A'Pfaln\ or Sofg for the Sabbath 
day : 'And then the P/itm begins, It' is « gl 
thing td, give thanks unto the Lord, and to 
rat unto cby Name, O moſt High. This 
be judped fufficichr ro fer forth what I & 
, Which was, ro r&commend this Note 
be well ſtudied ard one by the Humble 
Serious, arid Wiſe. That God may give fort 
his Command in general rerras, in one plad 
and leave us to ſearch for Particulariries in oth 
places, as is undeniable in that Inftance 4 
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Of Family-Worſhip, 77 
# Keepiog Holy the Sabbath-day. Proceed then 
wt accordingly in the caſe of Serving God with 
# cur Families,and ye may conclude, That what- 
i# ſoeven Duties God doth. preſcribe ro Families, 
# they. axe verrually eomprehended under thar 
general Expredion, of Serving God in and 
S with them. 

Theſe” Exceptions being anſwered, I cannot 

forelee any other ; and therefore until ſome ap- 
, I may take ir for granted, That Family- 
gion is ſufficiently ettabliſhed upon rhe Ex- 

ample of 7oſbus. And (o I ſhall cloſe it with 

ſome plain and practical Obſervations. As, 

I, was a great and a good Man; 
and the Examples of ſuch bave a mighty Eff- 
cacy. to engage, excite, and encourage us to 
imitate them. 

' 2+ Foſhua was Supream Govetnour in the 
Common-wealch of I/rael, He had not the 
Name, of King, but he had the Regal Power, 
What was ſaid of Myes, Dent. XXXIIT. 5. 
He was King in Feſurun, may-be applyed allo 
to Him, And from thence I infer, That it 
ought to- be the care of grear Perſonages, as 
well as others, ro engage themſelyes to the up- 
holding of Family-Religion. 

L Joſhua mult needs be ſuppoſed ro have 
been encompaſſed with a throng of Buſineſſes, 
the Managerment both of Martial and Civil 
Aﬀairs lying chiefly on him. And from hence 
I colle&, That the Pretence of multirude of 

{s is nor ſufficient to diſcharge Pamily- 
Duties. They who are not at leiſure ro Wor- 
ſhip God in their Families, muſt, when their. 
Day comes, allow themlelves, 4 time to Dye 
E 3 For,, 


78 Of Family-Werſhip. 
For, when their breath goeth forth, they vet 
to their Earth ; in that very dy 
Pſal. CXLVI. their thougbts #06 And the 
4- muſt appear before the Judp 
ment-ſeat of Chrift, and receiv 
according to what they have done, wherher 
be good or bad, | 

4. Joſhua makes this Soppoſition, Whar {f 
the Body of the People ſhould rurn Renegado' 
Even in ſuch a caſe, be Reſolves and Prote 
That both he and his Houſe would ſerve th 
Lord. Hence we may be allowed to he 
Queſtion, Whar if the Generality of | 
mong whom we live ſhould neglet, deſpif, 
nay, and deride Family-Worſhip? Every web 
pincipled, and well-eitabliſhed Chriſtian muff 
reſolve = the ſtrength of Chriſt) ro peril 
and perſevere in his . He that intendvw 
Travel ward, muſt be content to hol 
on his ] with a ſmall Company. Becauf 
firait # the gate, and narrow # the way, whid 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be that fad 
it, 

5. Joſhua undertakes for Himſelf,” and ks 
Family, that they will ſerve the Lord : But 
in this Order, that He will lead the way ; [| 
and my Houſe. ] Family-Governours muff be 
the firit in promoting Family-Worſhip. It 
. not enough for them to ſay to Children and 

Servants, See that ye ſerve the Lord : But thy 
muit lay, as Zech. VIII. 21. Let ws go ſpeedily 
and pray before the Lord -=- and I will go th 
Too many there are, who walk in the frept of 
thoie Lawyers, again!'t whom our Saviour d& 
nounceth a dreadful Woe, Luke XI, 46. 
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Of Family-Worſbip. 5g" 
# aro y0u, ye Lawyers, for ye lade men with heavy 
burthens, and grievous to be born, and ye your- 
of ſelves touch not the  burthens with one of your 
fongers. 
. 6.\Foſbua engageth for his Houle as well as 
for klim(elf ; That they ſhal ſerve the Lord, And 
# in this he went no farther than he was Autho=+ 
rized and Impowred by God to go : And hence 
we conclude, that Religious Governours of 
Families have Authoriry from God to command. 
their Houſhold to- ſerve the Lord. This was 
before evidenced from the Precedents of Abra- 
ham and Facob. 

And thus I leave the Example of Faſbus to 
be imitated by all thoſe, whoſe Hearrs the Lord 
ſhall incline ro underrake, and perfiſt in the ad- 
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vancement of Family-Religion. 4 

I mighe go on, and produce more Examples 
in this period of time; and alledge whart is 
ol _ 2 Sam. VI. os 0g David re- 

wed to bleſi bu houſhold ; and very pertinent- 
ly, bring in the whole CI Plalm, as a moſt ex- 
cellent Platform ; according ro which, a Reli- 
gious Family may be modelled. 1 might alſo 
recommend to Holy Women the Noble Ex- 
ample of Eſther, who undertook to keep a 
Religious Faſt with her Maidens, Eſther IV, 
16, Bur I ſhall conclude as the Apoltle doth 
his Recital of Examples, Heb. XI. 32. And 
whet ſhall I ay more > For the time would fail 
me to tell of the reſt of thoſe whoſe care for Fa- 
mily-Religion is pointed art in ſeveral Paſſages 
of their Hiſtory ; or, may be found among the 
Ehortations or Directions they have given a- 
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80 Of Family-Waorſpip. 
And now I am very fenſible, that our |c 
ney through the Old Teſtament, which 
undertaken, that we might view ſome 
ples of thoſe who have been fignally Emir 
for their Care and Zeal abour Family-Religi 
hath been much longer then I emther expatte 
or intended. If then any Reader ſhall com 
plain of the lengrh of the way, I ſhall bopet 
may be fome refreſhment to him, ww find that 
his Labour hath been alcogether'io vain : A 
if he pleaſe ro hold on, I will, for his Encow 
ragement aſſure him, that I will endeavour 
make the remainiug part of this Diſcourſe m 
- ſhorter ; and contract ir as much as I may, 
withour prejudice to bis Edification. 

And ſo imploring the Sapplies of Chriſt, 
us proceed to - mw Teſtament, and 
what Examples for Family-Religion are there 

fenred before us. 

rt. I hall begin with the Example of as 
Blefſed Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chriſt : 
his Exemple is to be followed in all things ins 
table by us, willnec be queſtioned by any, wi 
think themſelyes bound im duty to obey bis Pre 
cepts, which are many, and thoſe very Expeey 
1 Pee. IL 21. + Chrift alſo ſuffered for ui 
leaving uw an example, that we might follow 
ſteps. 1 Joh. II, 6. He that ſaith be abideth is 
* hum, ought bim/elF a/ſo to walk, even as he walled 
And as his Practice ought ro be our Pare 
in other things, ſo allo in his care of Family 
Religion. 

Objettion. Ir is likely chat fome will {mile 
ar my Adventure, that I ſhould atrempr to bring 
Chrilt's Example, for Improving and Eſtablif> 
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Of Family-WWorſhip. 81 

ing of Family-Worſhip : Whereas, they” ſup- 
e that Chriſt neither had nor could have any: 
amily at all ; and think they have Chrilt's own 
word ro confirm them in that Opinion; Matrh. 
VII. 20. The {4 of man hath not where- 
on to lay bs head. Our Saviour then being in 
no capacity ro have any Family, he mult be- 
{tow his Pains tn no purpoſe, who endeavours: 
to build upon Chrilt's Example in- this mat- 
ter, for which in reality there is no Founda- 


rion, 

Anſwer. I have the Charity ro hope, that 
they who triumph in this ObjeCtion, were only 
betrayed into the Concert through Precipitancy,: 
and want of mature Conſideration ; and then 
all ſuch as tady Truth will relinquiſh their Er-- 
ror, when diſcovered to them. Let us but di- 
ligently and impartially weigh what is record- 
ed in the Evangelical Hiſtory 3 and then I 

not but ir will evidently appear, both 
that Chriſt had a Family, and that he upheld 
the Worſhip of God in ir. That I may there- 
fore lay open what I have to offer with the- 
= Perſpecuiry, I ſhail anſwer more di- 
y. : 
1. That Chrit's words, The on: of man hath 
net whereon to lay by head, were ſpoken upon a 

al Occafion, and are to be underitood as 
accommodated thereto : This may be Collett 
ed from the 19th Verſe, And a certain ſcribe 
faid unto bim, M-fter, I m'l follow thee, whi- 
ther ſoever thou poet : i. e. He pretended to be 
readyto Encol himſelf in the Number of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, who did conſtantly atrend npon him, 
and 89 up and down ”_ him, and his Preach- 
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ing the Go'pel. By Chriſt's Anſwer we my 
well conjeCture upon what Motive he was 
duced to be fo forward, to deſire to be adi 
ted into his Service, viz. An expectation « 
reaping ſome conſiderable Advancement of 
Worldly Intereſt, We may fairly pre 
thet he came ro Chriſt, as accounting him 
have been the Promiſed Meſſias, whom the 
did generally fancy would be a Magnifice 
and Victorious Prince; and by entring himke 
into his Service, be promiſed himſelf { 
good Preferment: This I conceive to be t 
true State of his Caſe. And the Anſwer gi 
him by our Saviour, doth greatly ſtrengtha 
this Hypotheſis ; for he plainly notifies to hi 
that his Defign would be frultrated. and by 
Expectations diſappointed 3 by letting hin 
know, That he was at preſent in his Seate 
Humiliation ; very ill provided to gratifie by 
followers with worldly Emoluments. 
ſaw that he had no Royal Palace to entertan 
them in, no Lands or Revenues to deſtribur 
among them, nor ſo much as a Houſe of bs 
own,. for his Repoſe and Reſidence : In van 
therefore did he ſeek ro advance or enrich hin 
ſelf. Many others there were, who repaired 
to him upon Carnal Inducements ; as he toll 
thoſe who (ollicitoully. ſought him, and mt 
after him, Fob VI. 27. Verily, verily, I ſay in 
to you, ye ſeek me mot, becauſe ye ſaw the Mire 
cles, (for the exciting or ſtrengthening of your 
Faith) but becauſs ye did ear of the loaves, a 
were filled, To prevent therefore all ſuch van 
and worldly Hopes, he did frequently incaF 
cate, that ſuch as could be content ro be 
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Of Famil;-Waorſhip. 83 
Diſciples, muſt learn to deny themſelves, 16 
take up his Croſs, and follow him. When thole 
things are marurely weighed, I am contidenr 
that they , who from Chriit's Anſwer ro the 
Stride, were forward to conclude that our Sa- 
viour neither had, nor could have any Hon- 
fold or Family, wilt perceive their Argumeur. 
to fail them. 

3. Ir is nor neceſſary ro the conftiruting of 2 
Family, as an Eſſential requiſite, that there mu:t 
be always a ſerted place of Reſidence, or be 
fixed ro one Houfe, withour moving or ſtirring 
from it : For then they who have many Sears 
or Houſes, and Refide ſometimesin one, ſome- 
times in another, ſhould be as much incapaci- 
tated for having a Family as they who have 
none. Bur that which is Efſential ro the Being 
of a Family, is the Mutnal Relation that is be- 
tween the Head and Members of a Family, 
and of the Members toward one another. This - 
bath been ſufficiently cleared already in the 
foregoing part of this Diſcourſe, in ſpeaking ro 
the Caſe of Fob's Sons, whom ſome deny to 
have been Members of bis Family , becauſe 
they had Hohſes of their own, and dwelt in- + 
ſeveral Houles. 

Exception. Admit that ir be not conſtant - 
Refidence in one Houſe, bur Mutval Relation, 
that conſtirutes and denominates a Family : Yet 
t doth not appear, that they who are ſuppoted 
to have been Members of Chrilt's Family did 
ſtand in any Family-Relation toward him, but 
only in the Relation of Diſcip/es or Scholars tor 
ward Chriſt, as their Maſter or Teacher, 


An(mer.. 


34 Of Family-Wirſhip. 
Anſwer. 1. Many things might be produc 
to ſhew a great anongy and | nor abs end 
between a School and a Family : The Sch 
are in Scripture ſtiled the Sons of the Prophe 
and the Teacher their Father; Terms by whi 
Family-Relation is expreſs'd. T hus did Elifhd 
call Elijah his Father, 2 Kings I. 12. 
with the ſame Compellation did Naaman's & 
vants addreſs themſelves to bim, 2 Kings IV. 1 
ple bad bil thee 6 
1 Saw, XIX. 20, pher Cord the 
2 Kings LV. 28, o& 8744 cbing—-—- Let , 
Vi. x. ny one obſerve what 
ſpoken of the Schools d 
the Prophers , and 
will perceive that they differed little or nothi 
from their Families. 

2. All do grant, thatthoſe whom we accoutt 
to have been Members of Chrilt's Family, 
were his Diſciples, : Ler us then attend 10 tha 
diſtinction which the Goſpel puts berwen 
Chritt's Diſciples, of which there were we 
Ranks, or Kinds: Some were Diſciplesat large 
only ; others were ſo im a more ſtrict or appro 
priate manner. And this diſtimCtion was made 
by our Lord himſelf, Luke VI. 12. And & 
called by diſcipies unto him, out of which he ob 
twelve, whom be named Apoſtles, And it isa& 
ded in Mark IIL. 1:4. That Chriſt ordained 
that theſe Twelve ſhould be with him; and did 
always arrend him whitherſoeyver he went, # 
his proper Domeſticks. 

3. Berween Chriſt and theſe Twelve, there 
was not only the Relation of Teacher and 


Scholars, bur allo the Family-Relation of Mr 
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Of Family-Worſhip. 8 
ter and Servants. This is confirmed by Proofs 
of all kinds. (1.) Chriſt ſuppoſeth it in his 
Diſcourſe with them, Mazth. X. 25. If they 
have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, 
uy bew much more ſhall they call them of by bou- 
| ſeold? (2.) The Relation berween Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles was known and taken Notice of 
by others, Matth. XVII. 24.--— Doth your 
maſter pay tribute ? (3.) This was the Tale 
which they ordinarily gave him when they 
, ſpake to bim, Fob. IV. 31. Maſter, eat. Mark 
at ef IX. 5. Maſter, it # good for us to be here. 
at if (4) And the ſame tile did they uſe when 
ols c of bim, Mark XIV. 14. The maſter ſaith, 
1 where u the gueft-chamber, where I ſhall eat the 
Paſſover with my Diſciples. (5.) Our Lord 
himſelf doth atteſt and confirm this Relation, 
Job. XIII. 13. 7+ call me Maſter, and Lord, and 
Je ſay well, for ſo I am, It would be very ſtrange, 
if after all theſe Teſtimonies any one ſhould 
doubt, Wherher our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had an 
Houſhold or Family, or no ? 

4. They proceed upon a falſe Suppoſition, 
who fe A that our Lord neither had nor 
could have an Houſhold, becauſe he had nor 
an Houſe; for the contrary may be clearly prov- 
ed from Scripture, If the Queſtion were 
Whether bad Chriſt any Houle > The Anſwer 
muſt be, We cannot certainly derermine whe- 
ther (according to our Law-Terms) he had an 
Houſe in Fee-fimple, or were in the ſtrict ſenſe, 
the legal Proprietor of one: Or, Whether he 
had a rented or hired an Houſe,fuch as Paul had 
at Rome, Ats XX VIII. 30. Or, whether he 
was accommodated with one by ſome of bis 
Friends 
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86 Of Family-#orſhip. 
Friends or Followers ; for it is certain thatt 
provided Maintenance for bim, Like VII. z 


--—— 4nd many others. which miniftred unto bin 


of their ſubſlance. From whence we may 
all probability conclude, That they who furni 
ed him with other Neceſſarics, did allo rake 
pc ws ra for him. Bur we ne 
rot be roo ous in this iry ; it is ſub 
ficient that rack > ns that our $ 
viour had a Refdence, Fobn I. 38, 39,— 
Maſter, where dwelleft thou ? He ſaith unto them 
Come and ſee. Andyer more diltin&tly, Marth 
IV. 13. And leaving Nazareth, he came all 
dwelt in Capernaum, which is. therefore calle 
Hn own City, Marth. IX. 1. His own Cit 
could not be, becauſe of his being Born ther 
For on that Account Bethlehem was his own 
Ciry, Matth. II. 1. Nor becauſe he had then 
his Education, for that was at Nazareth, 

IL 51. and Chap. IV. 16. And when heca 
to Nazareth where he had been brought 1 
which was thereupon reputed his own Cour 
try, Verſe 23. Whatſoever we have heard dn 
in Capernaum, do elſo here in thy Country. Bu 
afrer that Chriſt had entred upon the Solems 


and Publick Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and atf 


led his Diſciples, He, with thoſe Twelve whon 
he had Selected to be his conſtant Attendand 
or Servants; He, with them, ordinarily dwelt 
m Capernaum. and there 2s a Citizen or Ink 
_— he paid the Tribure-Money, Marth.XVIL 
24. ©c. | 

"by what hath been atedged, I rhink it ® 
proved ſufficiently, that our Lord Chriſt hat 


his Houſhold or Family. We ſhall now p# 
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Of Family-Waorſhip. $7 
ber} ceed to Enquire, What may be produced for 


U.z the Eltabliſhmenc of Family-Worſhip, from 
' UAE our Saviour's Example ? And (everal manifeſt 
ay Uh Foateps thereof are Recorded for our Imita- 


tion 3 as 

1. Beſides his Publick Preaching to his Aud 
tory at Large, he ney ber, and inſtruct» 
ed his own Domeſticks : Thus he ſpent a great 
part of the Night that preceded his Pafſion 
with them, the Breviat of which Heavenl 
Diſcourſe is Regiſtred in the XIII, XIV, XV, 
XVI. Chapters of the Goſpel according to 
St, Fobn, Neither was this the only time that 
he ſpent in their Inſtruction, but it was ording- 
ry and cuſtomary for him to do ſo: Here irmay 
be of fingulre advantage to obſerve, Whar 
Courſe he rook ro carry on their Improve- 
ment, (t.) He queſtion?d them about thoſe 
things which they had heard from him in his 
Publick Preaching, and thereby he rook an Ac- 
count of them, both of their Artention and 
Proficiency, Matth. XIIL 51. Feſw ſaith unto 
them, Have ye underſtood all theſe things ? They 
ſoy unto him, yea Lord. Hear isa leading Pre- 
cedent for Heads of Families ro take an Ac- 
. count of their Children an1 Servants, after 
their attendance upon the Preaching of the 
Word. This would excite them to give the 
more diligent heed unto the things that are 
ſpoken, when they know, that they ſhall be 
asked rouching the things which they have heard, 
(2.) Our Saviour Repeated, Explained, and 
Inculcated upon them in private, what he had 
taught them in Publick , and anſwered ſuch 
Queſtions or Doubts a they propounded to 
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88 Of Family-Worſhip. 
him, Mark IV. 34. And when he was alone, 
expounded all things to by diſciples. We | 
frequent mention made of his Diſciples Applþ 
cation of themſelves ro him, for farther clea 
ing up to them, ſuch things as were not 
underſtood by them ; as Matth. XV. 15. 
Declare unto thu Parable. Mark X11I, 3, 
rer, and James, and John, and Andrew, 
him privately, When ſhall theſe things be ? 
the like we find in many other Places. 
this excire and encourage Children and 
when Sermons are repeared , modeſtly 
humbly ro mention ſuch things as ſeem obſc 
or uncertain tothem, and to deſire ro haverhe 
more clearly explained, or more fully proved; 
and ler Heads of Families be exhorted to ms 
ditare much onthethings which they have heard 
that they may the berter underſtand chemſelve 
and ſo be enabled to reach others; and tha 
they readily and cheerfully allow ſuch as at 
reachable ro ask them pertinent and profitable 
Queſtions. Thus did our Lord inſtru his 
mily. 
2. Our Saviour prayed with his Domeſticks 
Which is another Inftance of Family-Worſhi 
FY Luke IX. 18. And z 
—< mw \« ww ma; alone praying, bizdifa 
En nx pay with yh Tho 
K* rz/ubra; %ſurpat, ut It be ſaid thar Chriſt ws 
turban, oe Sw- alone, yet doth nor that de 
- Tha —_ 4- Dore ſolitary or fecree Pray 
non er; but private or F 
Prayer : For it is ſaid, thit 
his Diſciples were at Prayer with him. So that 
the notirg of this Circumſtance was to let 
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know, that Chriſt was alone ; that is, the Mul- 
ticade '( which commonly fleckr after him) not 


nl ng preſcar, but his Dometticks only ; as may 
2 -.— » 2—pant Mark IV. 16. And when he 


#s alone, they that were about him-=- asked him. 
The Evangeliſt ſpeaks of Chrift's Praying a- 
lane with his Diſciples, as of a thing that was 
Cuſtomary with him ; and ſo he mentions ir” 
agnin, Luke XL 1. 4nd— 4s be was prayuig in 
4 certain place, when he ceaſed, one of bu Diſct- 
plu faid unto him—-- viz. one of them who 
# bad joyned with him in Prayer. T hus we have 


of al6 Chriit's Example for Family-Prayer. 


| 3. Chriſt and bis Twelve Diſciples, that is 
ved;# bis Domefticks, ſang Plalms rogetber. Match. 
n# XXVI. 30. And when they bed ſung an Hymn. 
( or Plalm, in the Margent ) they went out =o 
I will nor injure the Patience of the Reader , 
by defiring him to accompany me, while E 
make Excurſions, to enquire, what kind of 
Hymn it was, thar our Saviour ſang with his 
Diſciples > Wherber ir were one compoled and 
accommodated to rhe Paſchal Solemnity, or 
whether they ſang one or more of the Plalms 
of Devid? Learned Men think the lacrer ro be 
the moſt probable. And ſach as are beſt ex- 
ercied in the Jewiſh Learning, do from their 
Authors tell us, That ic was their Cuſtom in 
their Paſchal Feaſt to fing ſeveral Pſalms, be- 
mg at Pſalm the CXIII. and to end with 
the CX'VIII. which the Rabbing call, The 
Hale!, or the Praiſing Song. Neither need we 
be fo curious, as to Enquire into their Modula- 
non, or in what manner they ſang > Whether 
in Tunes ſer Artificially, or only in a louder , 
or 
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or more diftin& way of ſpeaking, with & 
variation, or inflexion of the Voice ? Whidy 
probably, was the more Ancient way of ſaying 
or finging Plalms. The word uſed by the þ 
vangeliſts will not incline 
,— yy bymneo- us to determine either ont 
can. Syr. Cungque - for 
benedaiſnt. A. watyconteeres, which 
Cung, legiſſent. Ah. generally tranſlated H 


CarmmqChrifto quis ©. 
Drs, dicers p endo ile, Woe may oy 


vicen. Plio, Epiſt. 
I, zo. Ep. 59, 


FRETE 


we to Criticize upon the word [an Hyams 
how 1 may be diltinguiſh'd from a Plalm, 
Spiritual-Song : For the Apoftle uſeth them s 


ipollenr, in Epheſ. V. 19. and-Col. HL ud 
Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalms , and Hyun, 
and Spiritual Songs, Omitting then whark 
ver may be tr hr Dark, or Doubtful, tha 
much is clear and certain, That our Savi 
rm God with. his Diſciples: And fo, f 
is Example, another Excellent part of Family 
Worſhip is recommended to us. And thus 
have found three Inſtances of Family-Worldi 
in Chriſt's Example: The Teaching of 
Family, His Praying, and Praifing God, wi 
his Houſhold, There can be no colour 
doubting, whether Chriſt did rheſe things, with 
his Diſciples. And yer if any heſitare, or makt 
a Queſtion, whether theſe were his Family, [ 
+ ſhall add one Proof more; and if that will na 
fatisfie, I muſt confeſs, that I underſtand aa 
how a Concluſion can be inferr'd from af 
Premiſes whatſgever,, And then we muſt 
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all Reaſoning aſide, and refuſe all manner of 


"dy Proofs, and go-no farther than expreſs words 


| and Syllables ; which ſome fo earneſtly call for, 
# not only in this caſe, but in ſeveral other mo- 


din mentanous Doctrines, and Chriſtian Practices ; 


= who yer, I believe, do nor diſcern whar perni- 
$ cions and miſchievous Conſequences will evi- 
i denly, and neceffurily follow upon their Hy- 
i pocheſis, That we receive nothing as a Scrip» 
 core-Proof, byr _ wo down there in ſo 
expreſs w his is a Point we may 
ton ro infilt upon anon, bur I mention 
it here, thar I may give Men the greater occa- 


ma] fon, and the more time to think ſerioutly upon 


it, And now, as to the Argument which I in- 
tend to to prove, Thar thoſe Diſciples 
whom he did privately Inftruct, and with 
whom be p , and praiſed God {in the In- 
ſtances belore alledged ) were his Family, ma 

barÞ be thus framed. They who did eat the Pa(- 
wy lover together ( according to the Inſtitution and 
Ordinances thereof) were bur One Family, or 


vil Houſbold. But Chriſt, and theſe Diſciples did 


(according ro God's Inſtirution) ear the Paſ- 
p$ ſover - Both theſe Propoſitions are ex- 
wy plicitly fer down in the Scriprure. Thar the 
id was to be eaten by every Family a- 


Key part, Exod, XII 3, 4. —- They ſhall take unto 


them every man a Lamb, according to the bouſe 
if their Fathers. And if the Houſhald be tos 
q tle for the Lamb, let him and bu Neighbour 
next to by houſe, take it ----- Thar Chriſt did 
eat the Paſſoever with his ſele&t Diſciples, Luke 
XXL. 11, --- The Maſter ſaith unto thee, Where 

# the Gueſt-Chamber, where I ſhall eat the Paſ- 
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ſover with my Diſciple;s? Ver. 14. And 
the hour was eome, be ſat dagin, and the toy 
Apoſtles with bim, 1f this be not a F 
deſpair of ever being able ro prove any thing 


his is what I had to offer toucbing the ty 

New” TetamanyRxamele of Family -W 

P- - | 4 
2. The Second Example of Family-W 
ſhip wbich. I produce out of the New-Tefty 
ment, ſhall be the Practice: of Corne/ine, whid 
is recorded As X. 1,2. There mai 4 © 
man of Celarea, caled Cornelius —--- a « 
man, and one that feared God, with all by 
This is fo plain and pregnant a Proof, that Cu 
nelius did maintain an gry wh , 
hot conceive what Paraphraſe can be made us 
of ro Illutrare ir, but the multiplying of wad 
will rather darken it, Let ſuch as require 
call for an expreſs place of Scripture, « 
the Experimenr, bow the words mentioned 
to be underſtood, if Family-Worſhip be 
cluded. For, ( 1.) Here is ſomething 
tioned rouching Cornelius beſides his Perk 
Devotion : For it is ſaid, That he feared 
with all bs Houſe. Which Clauſe mult fig 
ſamerhing, or elſe ir is ſuperfluous and im 
rinent, which none, I hope, will charge 
Holy Ghoſt wirhal. ( 2.) That all his 
doth fignifie all his Howſhold, will, I prelumk 
be granted, unleſs rhoſe who think oth 
can produce a Patent, which confers upont 
both Skill and Authority ro make us a t 
Language: (3.) That to fear God with all 
Houſe, doth at leaſt neceſſarily include, i 
Worſhippiog of God, in, and with his Fam 
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Freauſe the Scriprure doth fo often uſe the 
Phraſe of Fearing God, and Worthipping of 
- wore as Pſal. LXVL 4. All the 
} worſhip thee. Compared with 
a PALLX VIE 7. ---- Al the ends of the Earth 
8 ſod fear him. Here every Man 'may fee, 
S Thar ro #73 fhip God, and To Fear bim, are 
term rerm's. And fo in ſeveral other 
places3"as,'2 Kings XVIL 37. 7 = not fear 
XXIV. 14. 
They ſhalt worſhip no ocher God. In that place, 
which we _ have now under Conſideration , 
8s 4 X.2. Cornelius is thus de- 
ſeribed, He was one that feared gwpy un 


af God with aff by Houſe. And ano- 6. 


8 ther Perſon of the like Character, 
# is rermed One that worſhipped God, 48; X VIIL 
s 7:"41d be (Fanl) departed thence, and entred 
iats's cerrain man's Houſe, nemed 
Juſtts, One ther worſhipped God. wilouire we * 
'tnow not what more needeth %#. 
tobe fgid, or catr be added, ro 
That Corne/ivs worſhipped God with 
Famity. 
"Intead ' therefore of ' waſting words to no 
parpoſe, I ſhall 'ſabjoyn fome profitable Ob» 
fervations. As, L 


FF 1, As to the Extraftion of this Corneliwe. 
af He was nora Few by Nature, bur a Sinner of 
6 the Genri/es, as the Apoſtle makes the diſtinRti- 
&, 'Gal-Il, 75. Yer'it plainly appears that he 


nexf catfiripe many Jews in bis Conſciencious pers 


formance of Religious Duries ; which was to 


uy Nis Commendation, but ro their Conviion and 


wif} Sime, And bence we may learn, That om 
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the fin and ſhome of many, who enjoy g 
Priviledges and Advantages than others, 1 
( on that Account) are far inferiour to 
do yet go before them in Practical 


They who now magnitic themſelves, and 


ſpiſe others, will be cut to the heart, 


vy and —_ tion, when rhey ſhall ſee 


admitted into Heaven, and themſelves © 


ded. This our Bleſſed Saviour repreſented 


to us, upon an Inſtance very like this of 
lim, who was a Gentile, as was that atherC 
turion, of whom he teſtified, Thai he 
not found fo great Faith, no, not in Iſrael; 


thereupon concludes, Marth. VIII. 11, 12. 4 


IT ſay unto you, that many ſhall come from 
Eaſt, and from the Wieſt, and ſpal fit down 
Abrabam, and Illaac, «nd Jacob, in the Ki 


dom of Heaven. But the Children of the Ki 


dom be caſt out into outer darkneſl, 


ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Il 


there may not be ſomething A 

found among us ; Thar God- is ſeriouſly al 

conftantly worſhipped in the Families of 

feriour Perſons, and is not ſo in the Houl@ 


ſome that are in Reputation for their gr” 
Learning, or Eſtates, and, __ be, for 


Profefion of Religion. 


2. As to his Religion. He was a 

. who had come over to the Jews Religins, 
Profelytes are in tbe New-Teſtament £ 
red by two Appellations. ( 1.) They as 
led, Worſhippers of God. Such an onf 
Lydie, Ats XVL 14. 4 certain 


+ 
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that 
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med Lydia --—= which worſhipped ." 
i God, beard w. To diſcover their As aa 
# Extraction, they are _ Wor- 
lin fiipping Greeks. As XVIL 4. 9s 
= And of devout Greeks, 4 great Eur 
on multirude, And to notie their who 
Religion, they are called Worlhip- ,g0,xc4 
all ping Proſetyres. 42s XII. 43. 
= Many of the Fews, and Religiow Proſehtes. 
The Jews ranked the Proſelyres in ewo Orders. 
(1) There were thoſe, whom they termed 


; af Theſe were circumciſed, and obſerved 'all the 
. a Rites of the Moſaice! Law ; as the Apoſtle in- 
on} timares, Gal. V. 3. 1 teftifie again to every man 
that # circumciſed, that be # a debtor to do the 
ws whole Law, Theſe were incorporated into-the 
$ jewiſh Church, and differed notbing in Religi- 
on from the Natural Jews. (2. ) There were 
$ thoſe, whom rhey named Proſelytes of the Gare, 
a Sojourners. Theſe turned from Idols to 
$ fence the "living and true God : But they were 
nor circumciſed, ncither did rhey obſerve the 
la Myc! Rires. They were not only diſtin 
py paiſied from Jews, as AZs XVII _ 
ty 77. Therefore be difpured in the Sy 7 Mut, 
iy, neopar with the Fews, and with the Sos 
F 4rwrour Perſons. Bur the Jews kept 
them'ar a diſtance from having ſo much as free 
 Tiay and familiar” Converſation with them; as Petey 
py Tells this Cornelius, Acts X. 28. 16 know that it 
wm an/awful thinz for 4 mman that » a Few, to 
beep , Or come in to one of another Na- 
| foe h he had rurned from Idols, and 
erved the true God, only yet becauſe he was 
A nor 
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not circumciſed, nor bound himſelf to all Me 
ſaical Oblervances, lie was thought to be ox 
who was to be avoided ; ſuch a worſhipper 
God was Corneliw, and many others. Hey 


Obſetvance. (2.) Theſe Proſelyres were ſtile 
| | auch as feared God. A#s XIIL 16 
v3 mice Men of lirael, and ye that fea 
yl eh Bede. , God, give audience, And again, 
Ver. 26. --- Childrew of the ſtocki 

Abraham, and whyſcever among you , feared 
God. Here ſuch as feared God, are manitelth 
diftinguiſhed from the Men of 1/ael, or Chi 
dren of the ftock of Abraham. And bork thek 
Characters of a Prolctyee are given to Core 
lius, that he was, A Devour May 

twrnfic,*% an Holy Worſhipper, and one that 
$15: 9* feared God. I have ſaid ſo mud 
. of the Character of Cornelius, u 


EFOEFFESETTT72.g;3%RhLSOESD 


tare 


ſtall 'add only” rhis brief Note, That the Far 
of God is the Principle.and Spring of all Hoh 
Worſhip. | 

3. Asv0 his Employment. Cornelius wail 
Centurion: Thar is, be was'a 'Captain, an 
had Soldiers 'ander him, and yet be God 
with all'his Houſe, Hence we may learn, Th 
a Mitrary Profeffion, and Sinceriry in ny 
are not incompatible. The bearing of 
doth not diſcharge Men from Worſhipping 
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God, in any of thoſe ways that are appointed 
by bim. - Let Martial Men who are Com- 
manders, write after the Copy of this Devour 
lf Captain, H/bo gave much Alms to the People , 
proaed to God alway, and' feared God with 
al bs Houſe, This is the Character which is 
given of him, and arteſted by che Holy Gholt. 
And let Private Soldiers rake notice, that Se- 
rious Godlineſs is not ro to be exterminared our 
of. thole who are of their Rank and Order. 
For ſome ſuch had Cornelius in his Company, for 
it is regiltred bere in ver. 7. That Cornelius cal- 
led two of by Houſhold Servants, and a devout 
Soldier, of them that waited on him continualy. 
Vhat an Excellent Captain was here, wha 
faloned bis Servants, or Domeſticks, and allo 
his Soldiers with the Knowledge and Fear of 
God? And Happy are thoſe Servants, who 
have ſuch Maſters: And thoſe Soldiers, wha 
have ſuch Commanders. 
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4 
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4 Look upon Cornelius, as to his Demeſtick 
Relation, ſo he was a Godly Maker of a Fa- 
mily, He was in his Perſonal Capacity, a De- 
your Man, As to his Relative Capacity, he 
was one that feared God, with all his Houſe. 
Theſe two ſtand rogether in very cloſe and in- 
kparable conjuntion. As it cannot rationally 
te expected, that he ſhould make Conſcience 
of promoting Religion in the Power and Pra- 
Qice of it in his Family, who is himſelf diſti- 
, 408} rate of the Principle thereof. So, it cannot be 
—_ well ſuppoſed, that a Perſon truly Godly ſhould 
Ar} ke no care to promote the Worſhip of Ged 
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in his Family, Upon this a very 
Calvin, good Interpreter leaves this Re 
in 1. mark : Ir is not lightly to be paſſed 

over, thar the Holy Ghoſt beftow 
this Elogy upon Cornelius, that he had, as 
were, a Domeftick Church. For a true Wor 
ſhipper of God will not endure (as far as & 
can help it) that Religion ſhould be baniſhed 
our of his Houſe. How can rhat Maſter of 4 
Family expect 15 be ſerved and obeyed by thole 
who are unde; his Care and Government, 
he permit them to deſpiſe, affront, and provoke 
the great and blefſed God ? 


5+ There is alſo one thing more, whichde| 


ſerves our ſingular Remark, touching this Cir 
nelius, that this Grace was vouchſafed to him 
by God, that he was the firſt among the Get 
tiles ro whom the Goſpel was preached by Gods 
ſpecial Appointment. The Holy Gt oft beilows 
the whole Tenth Chapter of the A#s in.record 
ing many ſtrange and furprizing Circumſtar 
ces, that led the way unto, and were all along 
coalpicuous in this bleſſed Enterprize, the ye 
ruſal whereof I recommend to the Serious and 
Judicious Reader. The Apoſtle Perer, who 
was employed therein, gives a large and dr 
ſtint Narrative of the whole Tranſlation in 
As XI. 4. Peter rehearſed the matter from the 
beginning, and expounded it by order unto them. 
And he toucheth upon ir again in the firſt Cour 
cil that was held at Feruſalem. Adts XV. 7: 
=== 77 know, how that a good while ago, God 
onade choice among us, that the Gentiles, by 
mouth, ſhould hear the Ward of the Goſpel, and 
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believe, Whoever ſhall ponder thee things, 
vw [ 
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witt, I am confident, think it very worthy of 
Obſervation, That this Perſon, who was, as 
the Firtt-Fruirs of the Converſion of the Gen- 
tiles, ſhould be fer as a Patrern of Piety ro 
them, who ſhould afrerwards believe, ro rake 
care of Family-Religion. As under the Old 
Teftament, Abraham, who was with his Seed 
taken into a Covenant of Peculiariry, was alſo 
fgnalized for his Care about Family-Worſhip ; 
as bath been at large declared in the former 
part'of rhis Diſcourſe. So allo in the New 
Teſtament, Cornelius, in whom was lay'd the 
Foundation of the Goſpel-Church of the Gen- 


. tle-Converts, is alſo commended for the ſame 


Reaſon, and on the like Accounr. 

The Third and laſt Example which I pro» 
duce for Family-Worſhip, out of the New Te- 
ſtament, is that of Family-Churches, which 
was hinted ar roward the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe. If the Argument for Family-Wor- 
«deduced from them, do not appear (o clear 
al cogent in the Eyes of ſome, as to force 
w way into the minds of ſuch as reſolve nor to 
Neld to any, fave irreſiſtible Evicence. Yer 
t 8 not to. be deſpiſed, or caſt afiie as uſeleſs, 
becauſe ſo many Learned and Godly Perſons 
have with great Conlidence and Zeal periwa- 
&d and encouraged thoſe that ſeriouſly mind 
Nelgion, ro maintain, cheriſh, and exerciſe ir 
t their Families, that their Houſes may be 

and conformed to the Panern of thoſe 
Domeſtick Churches (as | 
Calvin calls them ) which The Interlin.the Vulg. 


. Latin,and others tran- 
Wy xg Cay ray cnxhumay, Ecleſian Domeſtt- 
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are mentioned in St. Pau!'s Epiſtles. Whatſo 
ever may be concluded and determined cor 
cerning theſe Houſe Churches, yer thus much 
will itand firm againſt all Afſailants, That God 
was worſhipped in them. For to ſuppoſe 4 
Church, thac is, any Holy Society, greater « 
imaller, to meet rogether, that they might coax 
junaly make their Application ro God, and 
yer no Religious Worſhip to be performed, s 
to fancy a without Light. I am very de 
firous ro contract this Argument, and therefore 
I ſhall atrempr two things only. 

( 1.) To lay the Places, wherein theſe Hou 
Churches are mentioned, before the Reade, 
and ſubjoyn the Judgment of ſome Interpreren 
rouching them. ( 2.) I ſhall make a few brit 
Obſervations, which may reſpect the Subjed 
of this Diſcourſe. 

The Places that ſpeak of theſe Domeſtic 
Churches are four, and all of them in St. Pa 
Epiſtles, viz. Romans X VI. 5. --- Likewiſe gre 
the Church that # in their Honſe. 1 Cor. 

19. Aquila and Priſcilla ſalute you much in th 
Lord, with the Church that is in their Haſs 
Coloſ IV. 15. Salute the Brethren --- and Ny 
phas, and the Church which is in his Houſe. Pl 
lemon, ver. 2, -—= And to the Church in th 
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Houſe. 
That which is to be enquired into, is, whi 
is meant by the Church in ſuch or ſuch a 
Houſe > There are but rwo things (that | 
know of ) that were ever offered by any, # 
intended by that Exprefſion. { 1. } That, 
the Church in fuch a Houle, we are to 
ſtand the Family, ſo Religiouſly framed and 
men 
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ordered, that ir might well be denominated a 
Church. And in this Channel the broadeft 
Sream by far doth run. The adding of ſome 
Iaſtances, will, I ſuppoſe, be grateful and uſe- 
ful to the Reader. 

hm. XVI. 5. -— The Church tm their Houſe. ] 

k a very Honourable Encomium, when the 
Name of a Church is given to a Family. And 
it is fit that all the Families of the Faithful 
ftould be fo ordered, that they may be as fo 
many little Churches, Calvin in lcum. Grotins 
(4quored by Pool) gives nor only his Opinion, 
bat alſo his Reaſon. Ir is credible ( faith he ) 
that when Pau! wrote this Epiſtle, there were 
not then any Common Aſſemblies of Chriſtians 
at Reme. And art ſuch a time, every Houle is 
a Church, Da. Parew determines, That the 
Houſe, or Family of every Believer, how mall 
ſoever it be, may be called a Church. Eſthius 
(a Papiſt ) cited in Poo!'s Synopſis, Thus declares 
bimſelf: The Name of Church, as the Apoſtles 
made uſe of ir, doth fignifie any Congregation 
of the Faithful ,though it be ſmall and private, 
even of one Houſe only. 

1 Cor, XVI. 19. ---- With the Church that s 
i their Houſe, } It is evident, 
that Pau! commends the Family of Ez<cleſiol a. 
Aquila and Priſcilla, as if it were 
acerram little Church. Bexa im Anmwe. 

Col. IV. 15. Nymphas -— &nd the Church in 
bs Hſe. ] Even a ſmall Meeting of Belie- 
rers, as that of a Family ulerh to be, deſerves 
the Name of a Church. Pi/cator. When the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Domeſtick Church of 
Vymphs, we ſhould rake notice, that in deſcri- 
C F 3 bing 
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bing one Family, we may learn what all the 
Families of Chriſtians ought ro be, even { 
many little Churches. 

Philemon, Ver. 2. —- And to the Church is 
thy Houſe, ] That is, To thy whole Famih, 
which is Chriſtian -— Even three make x 
Church, as Terrniiave reſtifies. Grotins, in Pools 
Symopfis, The Houle and Family of a Beliz 
ver, how ſmall ſoever it be, may be called 4 
Church. Phil. Pareus, in locum. 

Theſe Teſtimonies are ſufficiem to ſhew, 
Thar by the Church in ſuch or ſuch an Houk, 
Interpreters of good Note, da underſtand the 
Families themſelves. 

2. There are ſome who think, That the 
Houſes ſpecified, are rermed Churches, becaus 
the Church or Congregation did ordinanily 
meer in thoſe Houſes, for the Celebration « 
Divine Worſhip, and the Adminiſtration 
God's Holy Ordinances ; as Preaching of the 
Word, Praying, and Praiſing God rogerher, 
This Opinion is mentioned by. Pareys and: otliery 
but pleaded for efpecially by rhe learned Mr. J&* 
ſeph Mede, in his Diſſertation rouching Churchey 
that is, Appropriate Places for Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, both in, and ever ſince the Apoſtles rmes 
In which Differtation, pap. 20. be recites all 
the Places before alledged, and then thus cor 
cludes : * Which Þ underſtand nor ro be: (pos 
* ken of their Famnlies, as it is commonly ex* 
* pounded, bur of rhe Congregation of the 
© Saints, there wont ro Aſſemble for the per- 
« formance of Divine Duries. And afterward, 
pag. 21. © Tam not the firſt (Think ) who 
© have taken the words in ſuch a ſenſe. Orc 
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« wenit7, in rwo or three of thoſe Places ( if 1 
* underſtand him ) goes the ſame way, though 
* he mention the other Expoſition allo. As to 
« that of Aquila and Priſcilla, Rom. 16. They 
« were ſo Eminent for Vercue, that they made 
«gen their Houſe to be a Church : Or this is 
* poken, (viz. The Church in their Houſe) 
« hecauſe all their Domeſticks were Believers, 
* (that their Houſe was a Church. Thus far 
Mr. Mede. 
Our very Learned and Pious Bp. Davenant 
(according tu the ſweetneſs of his Healing 
Tenper) is content to rake in both the men- 
tioned Inrerpretations together : 
That the Houſe of Nymphe is ſti» Davtnant 
kda Church ; both becauſe the Comment. 

jon did uſe to meet there #* Ei.ad 
ke Religious Worſhip: And alle £#'*/- 
bicauſe he did erder his Family in 
aChriftian manner, and did daily accuſtom 
tem to the Exerciſes of Religion. 

Having thus fairly and clearly laid before 
theReader the Judgment of Learned Men, 
wicking thoſe Domeſtick Charches mentioned 
o& Paul's Epiſtles, I ſhall make a few Ob- 
Emations upon the whole matter. As, 

1. I do obſerve that Expoſiters, both anci- 
mand modern, (as far as I underſtand) do 

favour chat Interpretation, which ſaith, 

in the Places wherein Dotneſtick Churches 

we ſpoken of, are meant Religious, well-or- 
itred Families. And that Mr. Mede, who 
wuld have them ſo denominated, becauſe the 
aogregation aſed ro meer in them for Reli- 
ous Worſhip, doth ingeniouſly acknowledge, 

; F 4 That 
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That the places are commonly expounded to hay 
been the Families themſelves. And afterward, 
That be thinks, that he # not the firſt, whoradt 
them for Places where the Congregation «þ 
ſembled. And then, That Oecumenius (if þ 
underſtand him) may encline ro this Opining 
' though he mention the other alſo, which deter 
mines, Thar Families are there intended. Up 
on the Allegation of that Writer only, whos 
bur of Inferiour Notre, both in Time and 
ſteem, I collect that if any of the more Andie 
or Eminent Doctors, . had any thing in them, 
to have befriended Mr. Mede's Opinion, the 
then, he who was ſo much verſed in them, 
would undoubtedly have produced their Te 
ſtimonies. 

2. I Obſerve, That if rhe Church in ſucks 
ſuch a Houſe, do fignite the Family ; then! 
ſuppoſe, that none can reaſonably refuſe thi 
as a ſufficient Argument, by which Family 
Worſhip may be eftabliſked. Becauſe if a De 
meſtick Church be admitted, then of neceſfſn 
Family- Worſhip muft come in alſo. Fori 
Church withour Worſhip, is but a Cloud with 
our Warer. 

3. I Obſerve, That though it were grantel 
as a thing unqueſtionable, That thoſe Dowe 
{tick Churches were only Families : Yet tl 
can be no prejadice to the Dignity, nor relat 
the Dury of Congregational Churches, who#t 
ſtill bound ro meer for Religious Worſhip, 
ſuch convenient places, as the gracious Profe 
dence of God {hall pleaſe to afford rhem. Bt 
cauſe Family-Worſhip and Publick Worthip, 
yery well accord and embrace one another. 
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han} 4. I Obſerve, That there may be a Meeting 
ark} for Religious Worſhip of ſuch Perſons, as may 
rot} be denominared both'a Family and a Congre- 
1 wb} gation, in the ftrict accepration of the terms. 
if kb} Becauſe a Family may be fo large, and confilt 
nic} aloof ſo many Members,as may furniſh ſufficient 
Materials to conitirute a Congregation, in which 
the ſtated Worſhip of God may be ordinarily 
wiſtred : As Preaching the Word , Joynt- 
Prayers and Praiſes, and Holy Sacraments. 
Having thus diſcharged what I undertook, 
I tall conclude this part of my Diſcourſe con- 
ceming Family-Churches with two wholſome 
Documents { as himſelf calls them) of Excel- 
kar Biſhap Davenant. (1.) © It reſts upon 
* every. Head of a Family, fo to order and 
ue} *exerciſe bis Houſhold in the true Religion , 
* that his Howſe may deſervedly obrain the Name 
vi *of a Church. Thus did Abraham, to whom 
*God gave this Teſtimony, Gen. 18. 19. For 
"Thww bim, that he will command hi: Children, 
"ad bis Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
"the way of the Lord. And Foſh. 24. 1 5. — But 
"& for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 
*(2.) They are unworthy of the Name of 
| © Chriſtians, who { as to Religion ) 
Dowel "take no care of their Domelticks, Popinas. 
'er til} *bur ſuffer their Houſes to be de- 
xr relth "fled with Luxury and Drunkenneſs; ſo that 
pho} "ve may more truly call them Alc-Houles, 
hip, #} *than Churches. 
; Proſe} Thus bave I traced Family-Worſkip, by its 
1. Br} gparent foor-ſteps, through both rhe Old and 
te New Teſtament. I grant that ſeveral other 
might have _ produced, yet thoſe 
w 
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which have been alledged, are abundantly fal- 
ficient ro anſwer tke End' to which: they were 
defigned, which was ro manifeſt, That Family- 
Worſhip was always uſed by the People of God. 
I alſo freely acknowledge, Thar the Exa 
infifted npon by me, might have been fart 
ter improved, bad rhey been managed: by an 
abler Undertaker, and all that I pretend untg 
is only that I endeavoured to render themuſ 
ful ro the clearing of .rbe Subject of the preſent 
Diſcourſe, without Reflexions, or Exaſperarions 
of any, who conſent not ir all things with my 
Apprehenfions. And thus would I now'vey 
gladly pur a Period ro theſe Papers, which have 
already been-carryed on t6 a lengrh far beyond 
my Intention, or Expetation. Bur I find that 
Fcannot as yet conclude my own Pains, or the 
Reader's Parience, bur muſt employ both x 
while longer, that I may give more fall Sar 
faction: (as far as I am able) ro ſuch as wil 
concern themſelves about a Subject of this Nx 
rure. 

Objeftizon, There are ſome, who (t 
compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of 
nefſes) may Reply upon me : You have brought 
us good ſtore of Examples, but we expe & 
guments, and do {till'call for Scripeure-Gromnd: 
and Reaſons, by which Family-Worſhip-may be 
eſtabliſhed, and enforced. 

Anſwer. Tearneſtly emrear thoſe rhar make 
this Demand, that they would lay afide Part 
ality and Prejudice, and ro allow ſo mach ler 
ſare ro their Thoughts and Aﬀections, as & 
darely to attend unto, and judicionſly ro weigh 
the things that I bumbly and freely ſhall lay be 
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fore them, as being (in my Apprehenſion art 
leaft) very neceflary to be attended unto in all 
Debates that are to be determined and de- 
aded by Scriprure-Proofs, or Arguments. As, 

1, Thar Scriprure-Examples (in thoſe things 
which are therein propounded for our Imitati- 
as) are very good Scripture-Arguments. Be- 
cauſe we are commanded ro follow hem in 
ue Practices ; this is frequently inculcared, as 

XIIL 15. For I have given you an exam» 
pley thas ye ſhould do as I bave done. James V. 
16. Take my brethren the Prophets, for an exam 
(op ſuffering affiition, and of patience. 2Thel. 

9. For your ſelves know, bow ye ought to fob 
bow, Heb. VL 12. That ye be not flothful, 
bu followers of them, who thro' faith and pati= 
ace inherit the promiſes. But I need nor to 
produce more Teftimonies to affure or confirm 
this Poſition, T hat Scriptrure-Examples in tboſe 
things, which are common to all rhe Children 
« God, bave the binding Power and Autho- 
tay of Precepts ; becaule thoſe very Examples 
at ſuppoſed ro be warranted, and enforced by 
Divine Commands. This hath been done al- 
wady in this Diſcourſe, eſpecially where the 
Izample of Abrabam was infifted upon. I 
kill therefore now diſmiſs ir, having added 
oe Bleſſed Saviour's Admonicion, upon the 

of a good Example, Luke X. 37. Ge, 

ds thou likewiſe. 
. 4, Though other Argaments (beſides Ex- 
Wiples) ſhonld be offered, we may notwith- 
landing be (till at an uncerrainry whether they 
vill be admitted or nor, if they be taken our 


& ſuch Topicks, as they who are contrary- 


minded 
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minded ſhall think themſelves priviledged ty 
reject at their pleaſure. Unleſs therefore we 
reſolve to continue the Combars of the Ande 
bate, (that is, to fight blind-fold) or, in the 
Apoltle's Phraſe, To beat the Air, I ſuppoſe it 
very expedient, that it be reſolved, what A 
guments ſhall be allowed and admitted far 
Scripture-Proots : This I think to be a modet, 
and a necefſary Demand , becauſe ſome wil 
exact ſuch Arguments, as are nor congruoust 
the Marrer under debate, and then 1t will be 
unreaſonable to ſay, we will have ſuch, or none 
Others, when they are preſſed with evident 
Reaſons, that militate againſt their Opinions, 
retreat to this, as their Strong-hold, We wil 
have none of your Reaſonings; bring- us the 
expreſs words of the Scripture, or we will a 
be ſatisfied, This is a very hard Caſc indeed, 
when Men will not yield ro Certain Truth, ſuf 
ficiently and clearly proved, unleſs they may bite 
the liberty ro aflign and approve the Argument 
that ſhall convince them, otherwiſe they will 
not admir of them, nor value them, how & 
gent ſceyer they be. Do Men think themſelves 
priviledged , by the carriage of the Apoltle 
Thome, and ſuppoſe that his Weakneſs fall 
Patronize all their Wilfulneſs > I am perſwaded 
that if ſome Men would bur atrentively read, 
and ruminate wpon that Hiſtory which is 
corded in Fohn XX. 24. 25. &c. they would 
bluſh ro ſee their own Temper there reflected, 
as in a Mirror. The reſt of the Apoſtles aſſo 
red Themes, that the Lord Jeſus was riſen from 
the Dead, and that themſelves had ſeen him. 
Bur this would not ſatisfic him ; and he declares 
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farther, that he never would be ſatisfied, unleſs 
it were in his own way. Except I ſee in bs 
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
in the print of the nails, and thruſt my hand in- 
robs fide, I will not believe. I know not at 
which we may wonder moſt, his ſtiffneſs, or 
his weakneſs. Might ir not bave been enough, 
if he had ſeen the wide holes made through 
our Saviour's Hands by the great Nails that 
were driven through them 2 No, bur he muſt 
allo pur his Finger into them. Could not the 
gaping Wound made by the Spear in our Sa- 
viour's Side ſpeak loud enough ? No, but he 
mult thruſt bis Hand into it. Alas! what is 
Man, when he becomes vain in his Imagina- 
tions, and diſordered by his Paſſions ? On the 
ather fide, how aftoniſhing was the Meekneſ 
and Tenderneſs of our Compaſſionate Re- 
deemer ! He condeſcended to Cure his Diſci- 
pes Infirmity (or rather Peeviſhneſs) in his 
own way. The Phyſician Ggns the Bill, which 
ws the Patient's Preſcriprion : But withal be 
fews him his Error, and doth admoniſh others 
to beware of rhe like Folly, which could never 
aherward be rectified by that Application , 
ver, 29. Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou haſt 
kelieved : Bleſſed are they who have not ſeen, and 
Jt have believed. They who muft treat with 
lome Perſons, not only about the Subject of 
this Diſcourſe, bur alſo in many other Inftances, 
vill nor think this Digrefſion to be imperti- 
nent. 

3 There are many Important Truths, which 

[ truſt will be granted by all that own them- 
elves to be Chriſtians, to have been ſufficiently 
proved 
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proved by moſt Rtrong and convincing 


Age | 1 


ments, by thoſe who produced the Scripuyy wo 


ro atteſt them, 1a which the.ConcluGon tha 

was to be proved, is not to be found jn the 

Scripeures in ſo many expreſ{ words. This wil 

be made more intelligible ro every man's Ur 

deritanding by two Inſtances ( among may 

others thar might be produced. ) | 

r. The Sadducees denied, That there ſhould 

be any Reſarrection of the Dead. This Eric 

our Bleſſed Saviour refures, and proves the 

Frurh, which was contradictory to it, by 4 
Teſtimony our of the Scripture, Mazth. XXII, 
31, 32. But @ touching the Refarrettion of th 

dead, that which was ſpoken to you of God, ſapuy 
I am the God of Abraham --—- God 5s noe the Gul 
of the dead, but of the living. It is pollible, 
rhac if this Proof had been brought agaial 
fome of the Difpurants of our Times, they 
would have rejected, if not deſpiſed ir, al 
faid, Whar is this to: the purpoſe ? Here is as 
one word of the Reſurrection of rhe Dead 
Bur I hope that all who bear the Name d 
Chriſtians, will pay ſo much Reyerence to the 
Word and Wiſdom of God, as to acknowledge 
that our Lord did make uſe of ſuch a Proof # 
was pertinent and adequate ro that Truth, 
which he intended ro confirm by it. Let w 
then obſerve his precedure in framing his Ar- 
ent. Firſt, be lays down that which isab 

in the Scripture, viz. That God ( long 

after the time of Abraham's Death } declared 
to Mvſes, That he was ſtill the God of Abre 
bam: And then by Argamentation and Dedu 
ion, he infers rhe Conclution, that a_ 
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fell- undonbredly be raiſed from the Dead; 


becauſe char P mult needs. be perfectly, 
od complearly Happy, who hath the Lord for 
ws God, Bur if Abraham ſhould be for ever 
kept nnder che Power of Death, he could nor 
be perfectly and erernally Happy. And -fo 
here is & Scriprur&-Proof, That the Dead ſhall 
be raiſed. 
2. Paul did prove from the Scriptures, Thar 
was the promiſed Meſa, to the Convi- 
don of the Unbelieving Jews. Aﬀy XVII. 2, 
3+ 4nd Paul = reafoned with them; our of the 
Smpeures, opening and alledping, that Chriſt 
mit needs bave ſuffered, and riſen agaim from 
the dead. And that this Feſur, whom ( faith he) 
IPreach unto you, 1; Chrift, And' how did be 
his Aﬀertion? ( 1.) He Rea- 
or Diſpured, as a Logician. aun dns 
} His Proofs, or Arguments Tr 7 yagcr: 
taken out of rhe Scriprures. 
{3.) He did produce his Conclufion, as laid 
@mn in Scripture,nor in ſo many expreſs words, 
bit as deduced from thence by necefſary Con- 
Though we cannor ſhew; how, or 
wwhar words he framed his Argument, yer we 
my perceive, how a ſolid an@ unanſwerable 
#yument may be formed our of rhe Scriptures 
td prove that Jeſus, whom Paul preached, was 
tt promiſed Meſſ7a, who was ſpoken of by 
WG and che Prophers, thus: He who had all 
te appropriate CharaFers by which the Meſſ« 
wes deſcribed' and notified, was undoubredly 
the Meſſias intended by them ; and might be as 
enainly known thereby, as if he tad been EX= 
feeſly named, Bur all choſe appropriate Cha» 
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raters did meer and terminate in that Jef, 
whom Paul preached, and in none other, | 
that he ſhould be born of a Virgin, that & 
Place of his Birth ſhould be Bethlehem : 
he ſhould come into the World before the e 
piration of 'Seventy Prophetick Weeks, fc 
told by Daniel. That Meſſis ſhould be cut 
That they ſhould pierce his Hands and & 
Feer, That they ſhould cat Lots on his Veltur, 
That though he was pur to Death, yer he ſhould 
not ſee Corruption, but be raiſed the third 
day : And ſeveral other ſuch Remarkable Ci 
cumſtances exactly and punctually centering 
in Jeſus, whom Paul preached, Such a Scrip 
ture-Proof was judged ſufficient by our Low 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Luke XXIV. 25, 26,2, 
Then ſaid he unto them, O Fools, and flow o 
heart, to believe all that the Prophets have ſpokes, 
Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, 
and to enter into by Glory * And beginning 
Moſes, and all the Prophets, he expounded unt 
them in all the Scriptures the things concernin 
himſelf. Pauldiſputing with the | at Rome, 
took the ſame Method. As XX VIIL 23. Þ 
whom he expounded and teſtified the Kingdom if 
God, perſiwading, them concerning Feſus, bath out 
of the Law of Moles, and out of the Prophets 
from Morning till Evening. 

Upon theſe Grounds we may maintain 
with great aſſurance, That a Proof drawn from 
the Scriptures, by ſound and neceſſary Conſequence, 
& 4 good and ſufficient Scripture-Proof. I do re 
commend this Axiom to all that intend to be 
well-eſtabliſhed Proteſtants, ro be maintained 
and held faft by them, Becauſe it is the cow 
mon 
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mon Artifice of the Papiſts, ro unſerile and en- 
tangle thoſe that are weak, by telling them, 


h That the Proteſtants cannot prove any one of 
# their Doctrines by expreſs words of the Scrip- 


ure, as thar the Pope of Reme is not Chrilt's 
Viar upon Earth. That the Bread in the 


| Lord's Supper is not tranſubſtantiated into the 


tae; real Body of Chriſt; and fo of all, the 
reſt. If the Arguments they make uſe of,truly 
drawn out of the Scripture, be never fo plain 
and full, yer they clamour, Bring us the ex- 
words of the Scripture. Ir is unaccount- 

able with what confidence they can Challenge 
the Proteſtants ro bring expre(s Scripruce for 
their DoCtrines, or elſe their Arguments are of 
no validity, when in the mean time they confeſs, 
that Purgatory, the- with-holding the Cup in 
the Lord's Supper from the Laity ( as they call 
them) and ſeveral others, are not mentioned 
arall in the Scripture, nor to be proved by Ar- 
guments drawn from thence ; bur by Tradition, 
«the Churches Authority. I am the more in- 
fant in this, becauſe I think it very needful to 
Adviſe ſome, who Profeſs the Religion of the 
Proceflants, to conſider, whoſe Work they are 
carrying on (though I believe withour any 
foch Deſign ) when they tell us, They will ad- 
mit of no Proofs by Arguments or Conſequen- 
ces, drawn our of the Scriptures, bur preſs for 
the Words and Syllables of the Concluſion, ro 
be ſhewn them in the Scripture, This is that 
Drug which the Papiſts do rejoyce to ſee plan- 
ted and watered among the Proteſtants. This 
a Device in which they greatly Triumph and 
Glory. And among them one Franci; Vern, a 
French» 
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Frenech-man, ſeems tranſported beyond all bond] (ow 
of Modeſty, He hath written a Book upal ud. 
this Sabject, and to raiſe mens expectation of will 
his Performances therein, be puts on his Trapf yalid 
mgs and Titles of, The Reader in the Kingi} 1; 
ools, Doctor of Divinity, Preacher to ef fling 
King, Depured by the French Clergy to beth] thy 
Writer in Controverſies : Theſe are enough y} core 
ſpeak a Perſon Great and Excellent. And af ad 
magnifie this rare Invention, he ftiles it, Th that 
Muzzle of the Miniſters, and aſſures us, thaf expe 
if this Engine be well managed, and handlow} thin 
ly applyed according to this New Art ( a8 ef vine 
calls it) the very Feundation of Proteſtantin} ay 
ws be eafily demoliſhed and eraſed. {ay 
f any ſhall blame me for ſtraying thus from 
my Subject, I affure them I knew not bow wh aN 
come to the end of it, without fetching 
compaſs abour. Neither could I undert 
ro whar paypoſe it would be, ro multiply mae 
Scripture-Grounds and Reaſons for the efty 
bliſhing and enforcing - Family-Worſhip, r 
til Men will receive Scripture-Argumeats 
good Scriprure-Proofs. wo 
And now, though ( as I kumbly conceive) 
a ſafficient Number of 'Scriprure- Argument fir 
Family-Worſhip have been ſcattered up and 
down throughour this whole Diſcourſe ; yer kr 
ving endeavoured to bring to an w_ rhat 
_— , Whar Arguments ought to be accey 
red and admirred for Scripture-Proofs? I full 
{ to make full Meaſure, and running over) of 
fer ſome more of them. Bur, bearing a doe 
reſpect ro the Reader's Diſpoſition, Avocation, 
or Occaſions, I ſhall propound them the more 
lucciaQl ; 
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bound] @ceinftly 3 forbearing copious Explanations 
© up] 19d Enjargements. And I bope this Breviry 
tion df will not be interpreted as a diminution of the 
Trap wlidiry or weight of them. As, 
Kingi} -1; I ſhall: Argue from the Nature and Con- 
to tlef finution of Families, im which they who 
be th} chyoghly enquire into them, may eafily diſ- 
ugh uf carer plain Indications, that the moit Wiſe 
nd af axdHoly God did caſt them into ſuch a Mold, 
, Thf that they might perceive that be intended and 
, thaf expedied ro be worſhipped ia them. If any 
"dow f think it range, that I refer Families ro a Di- 
45 ie} ine daftirurion, and would have them caſt 
anti} ly under his: Common Providence : Fhey 
\} nay pleaſe to rake notice, that though rhey 
s fronf werracknowiedged to have ſome Foundatioa 
ow Wh aNaure, yer that is not ſufficient to make 


g way them e of a Divine Inſtitution. Upor- 

tand pn ie will be found that.a Mar- 
' mot} mgeRelartion ( which lays in matter for ere- 
ng of Families) is much of rhe fame Na- 
4 wt Marriage, as comes in under the Law, 
oRegulation of Common Providence, is dif- 
wire, and reacberh all Mankind;. and yer it 
Ban Ordinance of God, fandtified and bleſſed 
whisChurch and People, and isro be eſteemed: 
and} Sed among them. The Papiſts indeed do 
adv ir a ſtep roo. high, when rhey advance ir 
vike Digniry and Myſtery of a Sacramens, 
| mly and properly Yo called. The Caſe is 
| wch the ſame with Families. Fhey are plan- 
) of | ab alt over the World. Bur the Inſtirution 
| dae | & a Religious Family is by God's Appointment 
$100, | nade over to thoſe only who are calted by his 
Name; and: fo they become Societies, 
| among 
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among whom God doth vouchſafe his Graci 
Preſence, and commanderh his Blefling to 
bide for evermore. 

2. Religious Families being of Divine Ink 
tution, ler us Obſerve, How that by their ve 
Conſtirution we may perceive an Engage 
to be laid upon them, ro Worthip God t 
ther, and they are excellently molded and qu 
lifed in order thereunto. As, 

(1.) They are joyned together in one 
ciety, by the Bond of Mutual Relation, whid 
obligeth rhem ro ſeek and , promote the Goal 
and Wellfare of each orher, . according to tha 
reſpective and mutual Relations. Nature da 
direct and engage them thereunto, in all chi 

of outward concernment; and 

«529291. a very black mark upon them, wh 
Ron. 1.31 are without Natural Aﬀection.Tit 
. Caſe of that People mutt needs 
exceeding fad and deplorable, among what 
not only Religion, but .Humaniry alſo is w 
lated. When things were grown to fachi 
beight of Impiery among the Jews, the Pro 
pher brake forth into that bitter Lamenrario 
Lam. IV.3. Even the Sea-Monſters draw # 
their Breaſts to their Young Ones : The Daughti 
of my People is become cruel, like the Oftricta 
in the Wilderneſl, What the reaſon was, wif 
he compared them ro Oftriches, is rendred, 
Fob XXXIX. 14,15, 16.* The Oftrich leaveth 
ber Eggs in the Earth ---- and forgetteth that th 
foot may cruſh them, or the wild Bcaſts may 
them : She is hardened againſt her Toung Ont, 
as if they were mot hers. | could heartily wild, 
that there were no cauſe for the like Gr 
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us. Bur alas! there are too many, who 
alt off the Care of their Familes, and give up 


Þ themſelves to Idleneſs, and ſpend all that they 
tf cam, and more, in Gaming and Debauchery, 


while their Wives and Children are reduced ro 
wait, and exrream Neceſlitics. And unleſs 
ſome Remedy be found our, and applyed to 
pat a ſtop to theſe Diſorders, it 

will be no wonder, if our Po» Prov. XX1V. 
yery come, as one that rravel- 34 


ud leth, and our Want as an armed 


Man. The Deſign of this Diſcourſe being to 


if promote Religion in Families, I think ir very 


ble ro have mentioned this Plague of 
lies, which is deſtructive ro them in all 
things that concern their Welfare and Proſpe- 
ry. And now, I ſhall carry the Argument 
finher, If Nature teach and bind all the 
Members of a Family reſpectively to ſeek the 
hcolumiry and Proſperity of the whole, as to 
bodily welfare ; Grace ſhould diret and im- 

them as potenrly to look after the fafery and 
tion of their Souls, which are to be ſecu- 


| redby the fear and ſervice of God, and the 


enjoyment of his Favour and Bleſſing : This 
being an evident Truth, That one Soul is more 
wrth than the whole World. 


(2.) Families are ſo diſpoſed, that they have 
many Opportunities, and great Advantages to 
» and encourage one another in the Ex- 
treiſes of Religion ; 10 regard of their frequent 
ming together, more than any ather Socie- 
tes are capable of, They meer uſually, at 
be times of Refreſhment, by Food , or Reſk 
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So that, as our Saviour ſaid, in another bl mb 
They may, whenloever they wil ae 
Mar. XIV. do ene another good. This Argd winin 
ment is pointed at by God himi 
when he enjoyns Heads of | 
lies, diligently ro Inftruct their Children wM 
infinuates the Opportunities and Ad 
which they have ſo to do. Doeur. VI. 7. 
thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Chil 
and thou ſhalt talk of them, when thou ſitts 
thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the wa 
when thou lyeſt down, and when thou riſeſt ul tt,» 
None then can pretend, Thar they are wiligh The! 
bur they lack Opportuniey, for that isnigh t 
even in their Hands ; and if willingneſs be 
their Hearts, nothing binders them from wif fie « 
king ule of it. 
( 3.) God bath made abundant Provifionft 
the ſecuring and promoting of Family- 
ſhip in the Duties and particular Exerd 
thereof, both by Preceprts and Diredi 
Deur. VI. 7. Thou ſhalt diligently teach thyC 
dren, Fphel. VL 4. And ye, Fathers, | 
not your Children to wrath ; but bring them. ther [ 
the Nurture and Admmition of the Lord, Pri e'$ 
XXII. 6. Train up a Child (in the Mary 
Carechize a Child) mm the way which be þ 
go, and when he # old he will not depart from 
And many like InjunQtions, which have b& 
occaſionally mentioned in this Diſcourſe. 
inſtead of repearing or reinforcing rhem, 1 
fire leave ro propound one thing more, wad 
poſſibly doth nor fo ordinarily fall under 
notice, and entreat the Godly-wiſe and [ad wire 
cious to exerciſe their thoughts upon it [} tent 
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conceive, that it may be eſteemed as 
al Inſtance of ar" care for the main- 

nivg and promotin Family-Religion , 
he commended the Sendtifcation of the 
" Fart Whbath, to Families in > "gm place, and then 
| whlagiſtrates, who are allo ro look after the 
within their Gares. The Fourth 
Commandment is, Remember the Sabbath-day, 
Whey 4: Holy ; and 1n order thereto, to reſtrain 
fomevery thing that may violate it. Thou 
val ſhalt imo work , thou nor thy Son, nor thy Daugh- 
iſeft of ter, wr thy Man-ſervant, nor thy Maid: ſervant--» 
Tie Head of the Family, is, in a great mea- 
in, refponGble for thoſe under bis Charge, 
; bed ad ought nor ro ſuffer them-ro profane it, as 
am af fires be can hinder them. Ir is true, he can- 
1} nt pur Grace into them, to enable them ra 
the ir, in the Exerciſe of Internal and 
| rye Principles : Yer he may ſee them ro 
, the Day in the Publick and Private Ex- 
(tical tiles of God's Worſhip : Or at leaſt he may 
þy Chi hin rhem from Profaning the Sabbath, 
roll Here let. Experience be heard to teſtifie, whe- 
9 pa] ther Family-Wortkip, and the Sanctification of 
if the abbarh, do not ordinarily thrive, or de- 
at} Ge rogether ? If they find it fo in the event, 
yo &ty who would prelerve Family-Worſhip in 
7om#| vigour, ſhould be more vigilant over their 
e ba] fiailies, ro prevent Sabbath-Profanations , 
| Waich will hardly be kept our, if Remiſneſs 
Wd looſe Indifferency be once ler in; becauſe 

ka Frame of Spiric will Prey upon the v 

of Religion. If Family-Order 

wre inviolably obſerved, and Family-Govern- 
bent and Power more vigorouſly c— 
_ vil 
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more directly, and immediately, and fenſibly 
touched and affected. When Evil is found in 
a Family, all the Members are ſharers in it, 
whether, ir be the Evil of Sin or Suffering. 
There -may. be found Fa- 
mily$ins roo frequently, in F*r. VII. 18. The 
which the whole Body may Children, Fathers, 
be guiley :..Or if ſome only me hr emer the 

aRually and perſonally Guile GOES 

migal,! yer the reſt may pry, XXIX. 123 
be pariakers in thoſe Sins, All his Servants arc 
eicher by Conſent, or if wicked. 
they do not, in their Place 
and Scation, lue for Pardoning Mercy, as Fob 
did, who offered Burnt-offerings for the Expia- 
tion of Family-Sins; «s was (ſhewn, when the 
Example of Fob was produced as a Precedent 
for Family-Religion. And for Family-Refor- 
mation, we have Facob's Example, Gen. XXXV. 
2, And Jacob ſaid unto by bouſhold, Put away 
the ſtrange Gods that are among y0u and be clean-= 
Towhich we may add Jophar's wholiom Ad- 


wy vice, Fob XI. 14. Let not wickedneſs dwell im thy 


Tabernacles. As the Evil of Sin may ſpread to 
the whole Family, ſo may the Evil of Suffer- 
ng involve all. Gen. XII. 17. And the Lord 
Pagued Pharaoh and by Houſe with great Plagnes. 
Prov. INL. 33. The Curſe of the Lord is in the 
Houſe of the wicked. On the other fide, if the 
Family ſerve God Religiouſly, all the Members 
may_partake of God's Bleflings. 2 Sam. VI. 
It, The Ark of the Lord continued in the Houſe 
 Obed-Edom ---- and the Lord b!e/7ed Obed- 
Edom, and all bis borſhol.!, Prov. il. 33. The 
Lerd blefſeth the babitation of the Fuſ?. 
G Th:s 


'Of Fenmily-Werſp. 
This may ſuffice for that Scriprure-Argumen | 0 
for Family- Worſhip, Which'is drawn from #1} ms 
«Conſt irution, and the joynt-particypatibndf ul 
the Members, in the Good, or Evil, ot the whole, 


 mily-Worſhip, -may be drawn from the 
the Holy Principle, and 'the Benign Dif het 
of ſuch as;ate truly Godly, and may be ti} ar 
formed. Every Godly Man is bound ro-dof8 bei 
the good he can, according to his Callivg, "Ce wit 
* ptcity, arid Relation. For ever 
2 Tim. 11, 'Gcdly Man ſhould be ready 4 
19. every good work. Moft evida} Gow 
it is, and undenyab'e; Thar mah} teir 

good may be done by a Godly Man in 
Faithſul diſcharge of his Retative Daties: Fef muſt 
the Scripture very carneſtly preffeth ro' the &} Wt: 
charge of them, and giveth tmany Iire&iar} 4 
about them, in regard that the Power of Gabf Wbe 
linels is therein exerciſed and evidenced. | 
much do ye read of the Relative Duties of 
bands and Wives, Parents and Children, 
ſters and Servants; which are to be conlcit 
cicuſly obſerved, as well as atry other Diving A 
Commands. Ir locks then very odd!y and uef Bot 
becomingly, to htar any Perſons profeſling Ge __ 
linels, to ſpeak jeltingly, or ſporringly abot} Wave 
any of the Inſtances of Conjupal Duries, Howl Mt; : 
ever unwiſe and unwary Men may make i 4Proy 
mock of them, yet certain it is that rhe PowtÞ Joo þ 
of Religion diſcovers ir ſelf in much Brighrxe e, 
and Excellency, when Profeflers ſerve God fir} Wan. 
cerely and diligently in their proper Scatiotsj Famify 
and it is a great blemilh ro Religion, when cher | Aigene/y 
ace faulty, and juſtly reproyeable- on fuchfc Not Q 
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counts. The- viewiog of ſome Inſtances, will 
makethis more intelligible. ,. ( 1,9). When a Re- 
ligious Man, is ctoathed with the Pewer and Au- 
' thority of a Magiſtrate, it is not enough for: 
ſack/an-one ty: lerve God as. a good Man, in 
ling Suberiy, Righreoully, and Godly : Bur 
temut ſerve God as a good Magiitrate. Thoſe 
aewvery. excellent Qualifications, which are rG 
be foughr: for in thule who are to be entrufied 
with, be Magiltracy, That 
they by able Men, ſuch as fear Exad. XVII. : 1: 
Gd, Men of Truth, hating 
Coma. And when they come to execute 
their Qffice,.. the y aught ro.act with Relolurion. 
Liam XXII 2: ---- He that Ruieth over Men, 
mt be uit Rulang in the fear of God. (2.) He 
thatiy.entnuſted with the Office of a Miniſter 
of cha Goſpel, muſt nat think it ſuflicient rhat 
i&be.Exctnplary, in luch Graces, as would be 
wy-reſplendens in. a Private Chriſtian : For 
ic take- heed ro bis Nactrine. 'as well as 
whmnſcif © ble muſt Preach the Word, be in- 
fanc4ih Seaſon, and- our of Seaſon : Rebuke, 


el Reprove, Exhort with all Long-ſuffering, and 


Dorine; thar be may be a good Miniſter of 
aarift; «I is frequently (and truly ) (aid, 
every Maſter of a Family. ſhould be a Pro- - 
fhet; a Prieſt, and a King, in his own Hovoſe. 
4Pripher, not-ofily ro Teach bimſelf, as every 
ood Man ough:-ro do, after the P/a/miſ?'s Ex- 
e; P/al. XVL. 7. -—- My Reins alſo inſtru8 
as in the Nigbe-ſeaſons ; bur. allo ro Teach tris 
;j} Family; Deue. VI. 7, Thou ſpate di- 

hgently retich thy Children. A Prieſt, Ro. Xil, t. 


Net caly to preſent bs Body a 
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living 
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living Sacrifice, Holy, acceptable ro God; And 
re offer up Spiritval Sacriticez, as 
1 Pe:.IT.g. | ceprable ro God by Jeſus Cheri 
Bor allo tO be as it were a Prik, 
for his Family, in things pertaining unto Gag; 
as 7c offered Burnt-offerings, for the Expiati 
of Family-Sins, and Abraham prayed for I/hmal 
and our Bleſſed Saviour prayed, both fork 
ſelect Diſciples (who were his Family) al 
with them, as their Mouth ro God, A Kj 
nct only to Rule his own Spirit, and to fubdy 
inordinate Aﬀections and Patios; 
Prov. XVI. (on which account, He that ruled 
- Ll his ſpirit, is better than be' that te 
1 Jn. NIL, keth a City: ) Bur alſo ro Rulewd 
WP” +46 _ Houſe, having his Child 
7 in Subjection, And ro Commanl 
4s his Children and his Houſhold— 
to keep the way of the Lord.” 
that doth conſcienciouſly attend unto, and er 
deavour Faithfully ro diſcharge his Dary ® 
theſe three Capacities, will nor ftand in needd 
any more Arguments to preſs him - to the per 
formance of Family-Worſhip, 

( 3.) The Third Argument for Family-We 
ſhip, may be drawn from thoſe many Injundr 
ons, which charge the People of God, not-u0 
Symbolize with the Carnal, or Profane Ons 

of the World. ForGod will hat 
Fer. XV. a ſeparation to be made between 
— x11, "he Precious and the - Vile : And 
2 | Cautioneththoſe who have his Name 
called upon them, That they benat 
conformed to this World, in evil manners & 
ther doing that which is ſinful, becayſe others 
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do ſo, though rhey think ir ftrange, 
thac they-'\ran not with them. inco 1 Pez. IV. 
the ame exceſs of Rior, and for - 4- 
thar reaſon will ſpeak evil of them, | 
Or in 'nor doing that which God hath made 
their Dary, becauſe others may hate, or deipile 
them for it. In fuck cales they muſt foctifie 
demſelves in Foſhaa's Reloluian : 

Iit's for me, 1 and my Houſe will 5oſh. XXIV. 
faw'the Lord. Many and {trict 35. 
are the Scripture-Commands thar 
enforce this : As Ephbeſi IV. 17. Thy I ſay there- 
fore, and teſtrfie in the Lord, that ye benceforth 
palk not 4s orher Gentiles walk in the vanity of 
their-mind 3 and abundance of other places. 
Apply now this Argument,and it will {trongl 
canclade for Family-Worſhip. For, if tho(e 
who call themſelves Chriſtians do nor Worſhip 
God in their Families, what difference is there 
("chis reſpect) berween their Houſes and 
thole of rhe moſt Barbarous Nations, or the 
Das of Rubbers? How will they 
be able ro anſwer our Saviour's Matth. V: 
Quttion, I/at do ye more than 47+ 
«12> If any ſhould ſay, Though 
w have no Family-Worthip, yer we cloſely 
klow our Employments, and do not ordina- 
fly admit of Exceſs and Intemperance ro en- 
& inro them, though ſometimes the Holy and 
Dreadful Naine of God may chance to be blaſ- 
ſhemed, and Scurnility, fooliſh, and filcby Talk- 
ing be connived ar, and other fimall Irregula- 
tines. Bur are thoſe ſach Innocent Gueſts thar 
they may be ſafely entertained in their Houſes 2 
Hat nor the Wrath of God for theſe things 
Ws) 5 'P #344 
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eome upon the Children of Dilobedience, ng 


only in Perſonal Judgments, bur allo. in Famih 


Curles 2 Bur  ſuppole, that all things inhs 
Houſes were very Regular, yer if they do 1 
Worſhip God in them, the Queſtion will 
turn, Whact is there, that may diſcriminate the 
Families, from thoſe of ſober Heathens ? If 
deſtroying Angel were to paſs through a Ton, 
or Street, wherein Chriſtians and Pagansdwt 
together, it may well be feared, that he we 
not diſtinguiſh the Houſes of thoſe who ar 
called Chriltians, if God be not worſhipped! 
them, from the Habitatians of others, oble 
ving no ſign of God's ſpecial Preſence in th 
or any Family-Worſhip daily offered up roh 
There will at the laſt day be made. a maniſt 
Separation berween- the- Sheep and the Goats 
And ir'is doubtleſs for the Intereſt and Come 
of thoſe that hope then to be placed att 
Right Hand, to be careful ro oblerve all thi 
things, whereby God would have them nowt 
kcep themſelves apart from them who are # 
be fer on the Left Hand. 

(4.) A Fourth Argument for Family-We 
ſhip may be drawn from the Principles and 
t1ments of Nature, eſpecially when they are 
proved and envigourated by Scripture. Natur 
treacheth us to ſeek the good of others, as wd 
£8 our own. This was a Maxim greatly it 
112d among the Heathen : No Man is boraf 
him{elf, our Country, our Relatives,our Frieads 
do all claim a ſhare in us. The Scriprure & 
largeth it farther, Gal. VI. 10. As we have that 
fore opportunity, let us m__ unto all men, Drive 


bome tais Argument. It Family-Worſtup were 
Religioul 
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Religioully maintained, unſpeakable is the good 


' that might be done. The Apoſtle, tho? it were in 


a marrer not very R— thought he needed to 
fay no more to periwade to compli- 
he than this, join knoweſt ang Ms Cor. VIE. 
Min, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy 
Wife ? This Argument carries as much Evidence 
and Efficacy to bind and encourage us-ro Fami- 
ly-Worſhip. In the ſincere, hearty, and vigorous 
exerciſe thereof, who knows bur the Children 
and Servants may find the Salvation of their 
Souls (through the Grace and Blefling of God) 
to be ſenfibly promored ? For thereby they will 
be principled in the Fundamentals of Religion, 
and fo fortified againſt pernicious Errors. They 
will be ſeaſoned with the ſavour of Religion, 
and be habituared and accuſtomed ro the Duries 
and Exerciſes thereof, "They will be diſpoſed , 
and exceedingly berrer capacitated to profit by 
the Ordinances of God, when Publickly admi- 
nittred. They will, by the Grace of God, bean- 
tidotated againſt rhe Poiſonous Infinuations,and 
Evil Examples of the Looſe and Profane: And 
by this means Religion will be preſerved and 
tranſmitted to the ſucceeding Generation. 
(5.) The laft Argument which I ſhall men- 
tion ro recommend Family-Worſhip, ſhall be, 
great Service which it may do ro the Churcb 
of God, and unto the Common-wealth, in which, 
by the Providence of God, we are to have our 
Repoſe during our ſtay in-this World. (1.) With 
telpeCt ro the Church of God. He that doth not 
teantily love the Church, doth et fincerely love 
Chriſt himſelf. For the Church is his Spouſe,the 
Lamb's Wife. It is his Body, the fulnels of- him 


128 Of Family-Waorſhip. 
thar frileth all in all. Many are' the gracious Þ» 
miſes which.-are made. to! them who and a 
vance its Praſperity. - And all the genuine Membey 
thereof will naturally render ic all che 

which they can regularly coptribute to it, No 
is evident, thar none, can gore direRly and 


befriend the Church of Chriſt, than they do, I 
are moſt and feirhful in-che promot wh 
Family- . For rhey repleniſh the Nurſes | for 


wirh excellent Plants, which may in due time bx 
moved into the-Orchard of the Church. Theyp 
liſk and. make ready thoſe Living Stones, whd 
withour the noiſe of Axcs and Hamimeps, may i 
laid io the Spiritual Building of the Temple of Gt 
2. ) Neither will the Common-wealth be leh 
ebred ro rhem, who, 1n their Families, breed y 
molt uſeful] Members for ir. For they who are 
ligioufly rraincd up under Family-Goveramear, 
there learn ro be Modeſt, Humble, Obedient, 
ligenc, and Frugal. That Kingdom which is 
ſiored with ſuch Citizens, is 1n the moſt hope 
way to flouriſh of any in the World, Were 
mily-Government more carefully main:ained 
exerciſed, many. pernicious Ditorders would bef 
veznred. Let Experience dectare, whether the great 
numbers by far of the Debauched and Rapacios 
not iſfue our of Profane and [rreligious Familie 
Burt if any who have had their Education in the# 
miaarics of Vertue, ſhould prove degenerate Plth 
(as there may be ſome rotten Kernels in the fairh 
Pompranars) their Vices muſt be condemned as 
excuſaile aad monſtrous. And if their Crime 
briag them under che Corredtion of Juſtice, 
maſt grant, the Magjſtrate's Hand ſhould fall mt 
heayily upon them. And yer our of Compal 
to them, I heartily beſeech the Lord to aw 
their-Conſciences, and ro reinforce rheir fe 
Inſtru&iens upop their Hearts, that chey may * 
boought 59 figcere and ſaving Repentance3 
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that to be made ſo conſpicuous and fignal, as ſonie- 
what to hate che Scandal which they, þy their 
Exorbirances, have brought upon» Religion ; And 
that others, being warned by theſr Exatnple, may 
learn, and fear, and do no more wickedly, 

Theſe, among others, are, I humbly conceive, 
ſufciene Scriprure-Grounds and Reaſons, upon 
which Family- Worſhip may be cſtabliſked and ca- 


forced. 

And thus 1 have ( through the help of Chriſt ) 
according ro my weaknels, endeavoured to return 
an Apſwer_ to the eyes propounded to me. If 
# any expe& that 1 ſhould have continued this Diſ- 
courſe, and to hae, added Exhortations, Motives, 
"and DircRions, and anſwered ſeveral Queſtions, or 
teolved the, Doubts and Caſes that relate. ro Fa- 
mlly-Worſh/p, I muſt defire them ro remember 
{ as I have before intimated ) that I was direfted 
oaly to Anſwer one, Queſtion, and not to write a 
Treatiſe. And yet ,I have taker as many Advan- 
ages as I could fairly lay hold upon, to Intermingle 

ral of rlioſe things ( which ſome may think 

0g ) throughout the Contexrure of this Diſ- 
ll Curſe. And if this mean Work ſhall yer be 
of efleemed imperfeR, I hope the Lord will fiir up 
ſome others of greater Abilities, to give them far- 


Joey F ther SatisfaRtion. In the mean 'time, if what 1 


have done, may be uſeſul toward the clearing or 
eſlaNliſhing of the thing it ſelf, I ſhall greatly re- 
jjce. T have only been employed to lay rhe Foun- 
, may others, -byjld upon ir, and proſper. 
ch as ir is, I commit it to the good Providence 
: © and pray that his Bleſſing may accompa- 

; A 
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The Appendix, {« 
ſignif 
Some Arguments for the Performa " 
of Family Duties Morning ul «4 
Evening, | Fro 
þ on 
rſt Argument is from the Light of Teſk 
F which as it doth dire to all Men, Tha *t ? 
is a God  (o allo, that this God ought t qu 


worſhipped: And if ta be worſhip'd, then th 
muſt be”allowed Times and Seaſons for this Nh 
ſhip. And theſe Times and Seaſons are eſpeoll 
when we enter upon any Work which, need 
God' Help to aſſiſt us in dang it, or, his Ble 

ro make it proſperous. And therefore Mori 
Prayer is dug to God by the Light of Nam 
when New enter upon-the Work of the Day, A 
Eyenjog, Proyor that, they may have, Ref}. 
Projzedtion in the. Night, and, be hetrer qnat 
the Work and Duty of. the following Day.. / 


to bath of to be added Thank(giwvivg, wh %.n 
is. pare, of Divine Worſhip, due to God alſo! o 
the Light of Nature, and for. which we hare oug 
caſjon and Reaſon every Morniog , and ef 
Evcoſog.  _ " mo 

Second Argument is from the firft Diviſion G8 A 
made of Time, which is znzo Morning and Erevy Th 
ing. And therefore God is then eſp=cially I tort 


acknowledged in this wiſe diſtribution of Time Jicat 

for the uſe and benefic of Man. So that Day with &. \ 

Day utter:th ſÞ:tch, agd Night unto Night trachtif Even! 

bnowledge. And-we are eſpecially ro rake notch Th 

of theſe times, wherein God is Teachiag a8} uſe 

Speaking to us. {klp « 
tC 


Of Family-W.»ſhip. T31 

Third Argument Is from thie Seriptures. both of 
the Old and New Teſtament. In the Old Teftas 
Iment we read of the Morning and Evening Saeri- 
fice. 'Which hath a” Woral as well as a Typical 
I qnifitation : Thar God 1s ro be worſhip'd Morn- 
may ing bd Evening. ' And the Pſaimrt Tprifs of 
"4 fwitg forth God's loving kindn'fs in the Wovhing , 
ad bs faithfulneſs "tory night, Pal.'92: 2. And 

David Faith, Ar Movniatg, New, 411 Eviring will 

Is, ee.” 'Pſal: "85. 19. which doth Include this 
Morblag and Evening Prayer. And ih the New 

ll Teſtattent we-are cormended th Pray continually; 
4 wot'# the 'Euci3tes, or Mrſſuliare, but 2 conſtant 

4 curſe of Prayer is intended; atd'a coriftenr eourle 
of-dving a thing "1s expreſſed by dSing it Day #2.d 
" . As '&s fad of Annes, She contiencd in 
ond Prajer a Poight and day, 'Luke 2. 37. And 
gd Pl Night-ard Zay priying exceedingly, 1 Theſl. 3. 
{el 7. And the Widow'indeed contibued in Supplts 
$ atibn Night and Day. And ſome 'think, when 
the flith, Prey continually, he alludes to 
af fe Morning and Evening Sacrifice, which %s &.led 
a the Cominual Bornt-offering. And the Jews hatl 
738 ter hoars of Prayer, which were at lealt rwice a 


The Fourth Argument is from the general Pra- 
Aice of the Godly in all Ages. And great regard 
{& ought to be had to ir, left by doing otherwiſe, we 
ll 8've Offence againſt the Generation of the Righte- 

j *and do that which is nor of good Reporr,which 
on Gall * Apoſtle doth caution againſt, Phil. 4. 8. 


{ Lrebd The Fiſth Argument is from the Apoſile's Kx- 
y ro if hortation, Phil. 4.6. In every thing let your Sup- 
Time Wication be made &nown to God with thanksgiving, 
ay ily fe, hich caonor imply leſs than Morning and 
eachitif Evening Prayer and Thakſpiving. 
| notice} The Sixth Argument for Family-Worſhip is, Be- 
1g 40d] cauſe every Man is obliged to promote the Wor- 
(tip of God to his power, withlo that Sphere where- 


P's 
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in God hath ſet him. And thercſorc. Maſley 

Families are to do .jt in their Sphere.; ASH 

ſaid, 1 and my, Houſe will ſerve the Lord, 

plies a canftant courſe of Service, F+/h. 24u11 
The Seventh Argument, Becaulc God T 

acknowledged.in all our ways, that. he may. 

our«ſleps, Prov. 3-6. Which caunor It 

than Morning and Evening Worſhip. » . 
The pp Argument :. We. arc. to com 

Throne of Grace for Mercy 1n.eycry vime 

And we . have;, need of Mercy, eipecially, 

Morniog, and every Evenings, Hl 4. 16+ L 

is Mercy well cimed, as, che Greek word & 

doch import in thar.p]ace, a2 67-2 jg 
Bug 1 deny v0t is many Cir 

gion we are leſt to Chriſtian, EIS 

ny not-alſo, bur podler he Go 

unto Circymſtances of Time. ſes, apd ' nd | 

as under. the Law; as abour Circumcatt 


Paſſoyer, Falling, Feltieak, Oc. But oy 


ſtian Prudence direct may moſt c 

the Honour of God, and the Intereſt of. Re 
is not an Indifferent chivg, and therefore; 8; 
And ſo Morning aud Evening Workhip is I 
made a_ Duty. 


